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THE PREFACE. 


HE ſubject of the following pages, 
being, according to the title pre- 
fixed to them, A Vindication of the 
DIVINE CHARACTER of the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, is, confeſſedly, of 
great importance, and univerſal concern. 
It is not one of the circumſtantials of 
Chriſtianity, but is, in my opinion at leaſt, 
a neceſſary doctrine to its very exiſtence: 
It enters into the eſſence or nature of it; 
for, that GOD was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
is certainly the leading, the cardinal truth 
in the Chriſtian ſyſtem. 
| Every well-meant attempt, therefore, to 
illuſtrate, or defend it, ſhould at leaſt be 
eſteemed laudable, eſpecially by the friends 
and patrons of truth. However, had not 
the above-mentioned doctrine been of late 
more than ordinarily oppoſed ; had not. 
a 2 many 
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many attempted to degrade the Saviour 
of the world almoſt, if not altogether, to 
a level with themſelves ; the ſubſequent 
pages, it is more than probable, had ne- 
ver been written, | 
Bur, as many attempts have been made, 
by different perſons, to explode the com- 
monly-received doctrine of our Saviour's 
DEITY, the author has been induced, 
carefully and diligently to review his ideas 
upon that ſubject, together with the 
grounds or reaſons of them. The reſult 
of this enquiry, after earneſt prayer to 
God for direction, and an attentive ſearch 
of the ſcriptures, was, a further eſtabliſh- 
ment in what he had hitherto believed 
and maintained ; namely, That the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of the world, is 
in the moſt proper ſenſe of the word, 
and without a figure, GOD. 
The reaſons which fully determine the 
author's judgement in this moſt intereſt- 
Ing point, are ſpecified in the following 
dialogues. They are drawn entirely from 
the ſacred ſcriptures, and derive their 
weight and authenticity ſolely from the 
records of heaven. The Bible, that too 
| ES, | much 
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much neglected book, is, in his eſtimation,, 
the only teſt of truth; the final decider of 
all controverſy ; and the ole rule of the 
Chriſtian's faith, From it alone he forms 
his religious ſentiments, and by that in- 
fallible criterion he is deſirous that all the 
parts of the following dialogues ſhould. 
be candidly and. impartially tried. 
Conſcious of the vaſt i importance of the 
ſubje&, and ſenſible of the great imper- 


fection of his ideas, and that of all 


other perſons in the preſent ſtate, with re- 
ſpect to the nature of God and divine 
things, he has paid the greateſt deference 
to the plain declarations of ſcripture, and 
truſts that he has manifeſted a becoming 
reverence, for the ſacred word., All le- 
vity of ſpirit, all frothy wat, and every 
thing of a trifling nature, ought, he thinks, 
to be entirely baniſhed in treating on fo 
ſacred, and ſublime, a topic; and there- 


fore, according to the prefixed motto, he 


has endeavoured to give a reaſon of the 
hope that is in bim, with MEEKNESS. and 

with FEAR. 
_ Controverſy is what the author is by 
noi means fond of, nor would it be eaſy 
e to 
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to engage him in it, except where he ap- 
prehends, ſome, of the important truths 
of the goſpel are oppoſed, and the eternal 
intereſts of mankind in queſtion. _ It is, 
indeed, often carried on in a manner, not 
very becoming either the Chriſtian, or the 
Gentleman ; and very difficult it is, in the 
courſe of it, to be under ſuch perfect ſelf- 
command, as to have no ground of un- 
eaſineſs, upon reflection.“ If, therefore, 
any thing of this nature ſhould have drop- 
ped from his pen, he hopes it will be ex- 
cuſed, and, upon its being pointed out to 
him, he will thankfully acknowledge the 
_ favour, and readily expunge it. 

Being deſirous, however, to renounce the 
hidden things of diſhoneſly, and having an 
utter diſlike to every thing which has the 
appearance of artifice and deceit ; if any 
thing unfair and diſingenuous has occur- 
red in the writings which have been con- 
ſulted; he hopes the authors will not take 
any umbrage at its being expoſed to pub- 
lic view. Should any perſontake the ſame 
freedom with the following pages, and in 
a. cool, diſpaſſionate, and Chriſtian- like 
manner, endeavour to convince him that 

"*: > up 
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any of his arguments are not properly 
ſupported, all due attention will be given 
to what is ſaid; as he is perſuaded, that 
no ſincere enquirer after truth will act in 
ſo diſingenuous a manner, as to take ad- 
vantage of a ſingle ſentence, which per- 
haps may be left unguarded; as no mere- 
ly human author can plead an entire ex- 


emption from errors, much leſs one at his 


firſt appearance. Fong 

Abſolute hberty of conſcience, or, in- 
other words, the right of judging and 
acting for ourſelves in matters of religion, 
is, the author firmly believes, a right eſ- 
ſential to our nature, which we hold in- 


dependently of our fellow-creatures, and 


for the exerciſe of which, ſo far as it re- 
lates to religion merely, we are account- 
able to none but the Supreme Lawgiver, 
who is able to ſave and to deſtroy. And 
being deſirous always to enjoy this liberty 
himſelf, he is equally ſolicitous that others 
ſhould do the ſame; and therefore would 


have no perſon to receive any thing aſ- 
ſerted in the following pages, further than 


it is ſupported. by the evidence of ſcrip- 
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A want of conſideration, indeed, or 
what is much worſe, a perſecuting ſpirit, 
has, he freely confeſſes, influenced ſome 
perſons, who apparently have had a real 
regard for truth, to diſcover an inclina- 
tion to inflict temporal puniſhment upon 
ſuch, as they apprehended injured her cha- 
rafter, or detracted from her charms. 
But ſuch a procedure, in his opinion, is 
quite foreign to the genuine ſpirit of the 
goſpel; and, as appears evident from 
matter of fact, is calculated rather to in- 
jure, than promote, the cauſe of Chriſt 
and the ſpread of his glorious Goſpel. 

Divine Truth, having her origin from 
heaven, and being perfectly uniform in 
her character, will doubtleſs bear a free, 
and particular examination. Every at- 
tempt, therefore, to eclipſe her luſtre, will 
be abſolutely abortive, and ſerve rather 
to render it more conſpicuous, and cauſe 
it to ſhine with brighter rays. Her ene- 
mies may, indeed, be numerous, and their 


attacks formidable and malevolent; but, 
ſne will never want friends to ſupport her 


intereſts, and by juſt reaſoning, maintain 
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How far the following pages may an- 
ſwer the above purpoſe, muſt be left en- 
tirely to the judgment of the reader and a 
Divine bleſſing. This the author can ſafely 
affirm, That he has written from a deep 
ſenſe of the importance of the ſubject, and 
a clear and full conviction, in his own 
mind, of its being a divinely-atteſted truth. 
A truth which ſhines with great perſpi- 
cuity, in that form of ſound words contain- 
ed in the holy ſcriptures. 

Some perſons, perhaps, even of thoſe 
who are like-minded with the author, will 
be ready to ſay, He has left out many 
paſſages which might have been produced 
in proof of his ſubject. This may pro- 
bably be matter of fact. He has how- 
ever, produced thoſe which ſtruck his 
own mind with the greateſt force, and 
which, he believes, will be ſufficient to 


ſupport the argument againſt every op- 


ſer. 
Others, probably, may think, that, as | 
he has not reſted the Deity of Chrift upon 
his Sonſhip, he has injured the cauſe, 
even while he has attempted to defend it. 
To do this, would give him the greateſt. 
pain. 


* THE PREFACE. 


pain. But, he hopes, that ſo far from 
injuring, this mode of repreſentation will 
ſerye to remove many difficulties out of 
the way, and conſequently promote, and 
eſtabliſh the doctrine which he has at- 
tempted to vindicate. Should any ſtill be 
diſpoſed to object or cavil; he can make 
no other reply than this; He has written 
the real ſentiments of his own mind, and 
repreſented the ſubject in that point of 
light in which it appears to himſelf; and 
which he apprehends to be far more eligi- 
ble than any other mode of repreſentation.” 
Others, perhaps, may ſay, That the au- 
thor has gone bey6nd his line, and that 
they have almoſt entirely loſt ſight of him. 
To this he would reply, by way of apo- 
 logy, If he ſhould ſee a perſon, for whom 
he has a particular regard, wading beyond 
his depth, and in the moſt imminent dan- 
ger of being loſt ; ſurely to venture after 
him, to bring him if poſlible ſafe to land, 
is not culpable, though the attempt ſhould 
be attended with ſome degree of danger. 
to himſelf : The application is eaſy. 
The method he has choſen in writing 


the following tract, is the dialogue form. 
9 This 
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This he thought would be more upon a 


level with the underſtandings of the lower 
claſs of people, and render the ſubject 
more familiar and entertaining. He has 
not, indeed, brought a profeſſed enemy 
upon the carpet, becauſe he thought it 
not ſo eligible, on ſeveral accounts. But, 
though the Dialogiſt be no enemy ; though 
he believe the doctrine which is defended 
in the following pages; yet he ſtates the 
objections in the faireſt and ſtrongeſt light, 


and generally, in the very words of thoſe . 


who have profeſſedly written againſt it. 

The objections which are noticed in the 
following dialogues, are taken chiefly from 
ſome modern publications; partly, be- 
cauſe the minds of many people have been 
greatly perplexed by them; and partly, 
becauſe they contain ſomething a little 
different from what has been uſually ſaid 
upon the ſubject. 

The 9 — has not tlie vanity to think, 
that any thing he has ſaid will produce 
conviction in the minds of thoſe,” who ſet 
up reaſon above revelation in what relates 
to things of a divine nature. No doubt 
the following pages will be read with con- 

tempt 
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tempt by ſome, and perhaps with diſlike 
by many ; notwithſtanding this, if any 
who are wavering, be eſtabliſhed; or, if 
any gain further light upon the ſubject, 
by what is now put into their hands; the 
author will greatly rejoice, and think the 
time he has ſpent in the writing of them, 
has not been altogether in vain. Should 
the reader have as much pleaſure in pe- 
ruſmg the following little tract, as the 
author has had in preparing it for the 
preſs, notwithſtanding the trouble which 
attended it, they will both have reaſon to 
rejoice together. 
That a divine bleſſing may attend this 
feeble attempt to promote the Redeemer's 
glory, and that it may be under the pa- 
tronage and protection of heaven, is the 
earneſt prayer of the reader's well-wiſher 
and ſervant for Jeſus's ſake. | 


Tur AUTHOR. 
HvLL, Sept. 1773. 
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DIALOGUE I. 


HILANTHROPOS * was a perſon of 
P the moſt diſintereſted benevolence, whoſe 
” knowledge of Gop and divine objects 
was extenſive, and who, being powerfully ac- 
tuated by the love of that glorious Being, bore 
a conſtant and an unfeigned good- will to his fel - 
low creatures, To be engaged in the chriſtian of- 
fices of kindneſs and beneficence, even to the evil 
and unthankful, afforded him the nobleſt and 
moſt refined pleaſure imaginable. 

Having, by the gracious influences of the Spi- 
rit of God, had a clear and rational conviction 
of the total depravity of his nature, as well as 
of the innumerable tranſgreſſions of his life; 
having alſo, on this account, ſeen himſelf de- 
ſervedly in a condemned ſtate +, he had been in- 
duced to embrace, in the moſt cordial manner, 

the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God t. Even that 
goſpel, in which Chriſt is ſo conſpicuouſly ex- 
hibited, as the END of the law for righteouſneſs, to 
every one that believeth\|. Being ſincerely deſirous 
after this ſoul-comforting period, to know and 
A do 


A lover of mankind, + Gal, iii, to, 11 Tim, i, 11, 
{| Rom, X. 4. 
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do the will of God, he, like the royal prophet, 
daily and attentively peruſed the ſacred ſcriptures of 
truth*; which he juſtly conſidered as a perfect 
rule, both with reſpect to his faith and practice. 
And though, according to the poſitive com- 
mands of his Lord, he called no man MASTER, 
or FATHER, upon earth t, but ſubjected his con- 
ſcience to the authority of Chriſt alone ; yet he 
paid a proper attention even to the writings of 
g men, and was ever willing to receive the truth, 
| | by whatever hand it was pointed out to him. 


NEoPHYTUs f was a young man, who bore 
a religious character, and who, through the 
tender mercy of him that fixeth the bounds of 
our habitation, had, like Timothy, enjoyed, 
even from his childhood, the peculiar happineſs of 
| Knowing the holy ſcriptures. By a divine bleſſing 
0 upon a pious education, the ſeed of grace was 
j ſown early in his heart, and, by a cloſe and re- 
gular attention to the appointed duties of reli- 
gion, had grown up, like a well-watered plant, 
to ſome degree of maturity. He had, alſo, from 
a conſciouſneſs of the ineſtimable . of a pru- 
dent, and judicious friend, contracted a particu- 
lar intimacy with Philanthropos, to whom, up- 
on all occaſions, he unboſomed himſelf with 
the greateſt freedom. 
But, how great ſoever was the proficiency he 
had made in religious knowledge, his heart was 
not 


| Dan. x. 21, 1 Matt. xxiii. 9, 10. 1 ** chriſtian. 
i § 2 Tim, lit, 15, 
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not, as yet, ſufficiently abliſbed with grace *. 
Though he was a plant which God himſelf had 
planted, and therefore ſhould never be plucked 
up +, yet, like a tender ſapling, he was liable to 
be ſorely ſhaken, with the ſtormy blaſts of er- 
roneous doctrines, which was fully demonſtrat- 
ed by the event; for, falling into the company 
of ſome ſceptics in religion, and who, oppoſed 
in particular, what he had eſteemed the great 
and leading truth of the goſpel, the DEITY 
of the LORD JESUS CHRIST; partly by 
the ſubtlety of the objections they raiſed againſt 
it, and partly by the groſs abſurdities they fixed 
upon it, his tender mind, being entirely unac- 
cuſtomed to religious controverſy, was conſide- 
rably embarraſſed; and the reading of ſome 
pernicious tracts, which at this time were put 


into his hands, greatly increaſed his perplexity, 


as they were written with a profeſſed defign, to 
invalidate and explode the Important doctrine 
above mentioned. 

In this conjuncture, the enemy coming in upon 
him like a flood 5, he frequently retired into the 
fields for ſerious and devout contemplation ; 
where, by plaintive and mournful ſoliloquies, 
he endeavoured to alleviate the pungent diftreſs 
under which he laboured. One evening, while 
he was muſing upon this ſubject, and, in the 
Cn E of . as uſual, he was 

A 2 — 


* Heb. xiii. 9. + Matt. xv. 13. 8 If, lix. 19. 
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eſpyed by Philanthropos, who, upon a nearer 
approach, accoſted him in the following manner. 


Pair, Well met my friend! How happy am 
I to find you ſo unexpectedly in my rural walk. 
I was this day thinking, what a long time has 
elapſed, fince I enjoyed the pleaſure of the 
agreeable company and converſation of Neophy- 
tus! 


Neo, I have, alas ! too much reaſon, Phi- 
lanthropos, to repent, that I have not viſited 
you as uſual, For, had I been fo prudent as to 
have opened my mind to you ſooner, in a 
friendly manner, I might, probably, have been 
freed from much anxiety and diſtreſs ; which, 
together, have, in a great meaſure, deprived me 
of my wonted ſpiritual comfort, 


PRI. To hear, Neophytus, that any thing 
has had ſo much. influence upon your mind, 
as to deprive you, in any meaſure, of the ſolid 
comforts of religion, gives me, I aſſure you, no 
inconſiderable degree of concern, However, 
you will now, I hope, ingenuouſly tell me the 
cauſe of your uneaſineſs; and, if any thing that 
I can ſay in reply to your complaints, may 


have the leaſt tendency towards relieving your 


diftreſs, it will give me a real and an unſpeak- 
able pleaſure, | | | 


Neo. The cauſes of my preſent diſtreſs, on 
account of which, I have long been in great 
1 „ 7 | anxiety 3 


) 
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anxiety, are ſome doubts which have nel 
to me, partly by a late converſation, and partly 


by reading ſome little treatiſes, upon what Ihave 


hitherto deemed a leading and fundamental 
truth of the everlaſting goſpel; 1 mean, the 
DEITY of the Lord Teſs Chrift, 


PHIL. Iam extremely ſorry that you ſhould, 
in any meaſure, .be diſturbed- on that account, 
ſince, what you have hitherto ſo juſtly deemed 
a truth, is no leſs than the firſt and capital 
principle in the goſpel ſyſtem. For, if the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt were not truly God ; if he had not 
really a Divine nature as well as a human one; 
our faith is vain, and we are yet in our ſins*, 
Beſides, the glorious and heart-reviving doc- 


trines of ju/tification by his obedience ; of re- 
demption in his blood; of acceptance in him, 
or ſalvation by him; are all, upon that ſuppo- 
ſition, groſsly abſurd, and abſolutely chimerical. 


If then theſe things are properly conſidered, 


notwithſtanding the Deity of Chriſt has by ſome 
been treated as a mere notional, barren ſenti- 


ment; yet it will, I think, plainly appear to be 
as much a fundamental principle in the chriſtian 
ſyſtem, as that there is a Gd. And, if Chriſt 
be truly God, which, in my apprehenſion, the 
ſcriptures ſufficiently prove ; then, we are, un- 
doubtedly, as much obliged to worſhip and 
adore him, as the Father; ſo that the denial of 
this doctrine muſt be a capital and fatal error. 
A 3 No. 


® 2 Cor, xv. 17. 
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Nx o. I have, till ſome time ago, thought, 
that all profeſſing chriſtians, of what denomi- 
nation ſoever, notwithſtanding their differences 
in other reſpects, were perfectly agreed in their 
ideas of the divinity of Chriſt, But, from my 
late converſation with ſome perſons of very op- 
poſite ſentiments, and this little tract which you 
ſee in my hand, I am now clearly con- 
'vinced, I was under a palpable miſtake. 


PHIL. Pray, who is the author of that tract 
Neophytus ? 


No. The ſignature annexed to it is, 4 
Lover of the Goſpet”, | 


Phi. A Lover of the Goſpel, and deny 
the Divinity of our Lord ! It ſurely cannot be, 
He may, I will allow, love what the apoſtle 
calls another goſpel *, but he certainly cannot 
love the goſpel of the GRACE OH GOD +4. No; 
the goſpet which he loves, if it deſerve that 
name, is as directly oppoſite to the goſpel of 
OUR SALVATION , as the weſt is to the riſing 

The proper Godhead of Chriſt, or his being 
eſſentially one with the Father, is the fole baſis, 
on which, as on a ſolid rock, the noble ſuper- 
ſtructure of the Chriſtian religion ſtands. Take 
that away, and the glorious building, like the 
baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, muſt inevitably fall to 
| | nothing, 


Gal, i 6. + Adds xx, 24. 1 Eph, i, 13.0 
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nothing. For, if our Saviour were only a 
created being, how exalted ſoever his nature, 
the moſt capital truths of the goſpel, on which 
our hopes of ſalvation are entirely founded, muſt, 
as we have already obſerved, be utterly, and 
abſolutely exploded. Indeed, there is no other 
poſſible foundation on witch they can be firm- 
ly built, 

Beſides, were not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt tru- 
ly and properly God ; to addreſs him as an ob- 
ject of religious worthip, or to tri in him as 
a deliverer from fin, would be wholly and en- 
tirely uſeleſs and vain. Nay, upon that fuppo- 
ſition, the former would be the groſſeſt idolatry, 
and the latter the very foolifhneſs of folly. This 
the greateſt abſurdity, and that the moſt egre- 
gious impiety imaginable |! 

On the whole, then, when we conſider the 


| inſeparable connexion there is between the doc- 


trine of our Saviour's divinity, and various other 
important truths ; when we reflect what a train 
of the moſt intereſting conſequences are neceſ- 
ſarily involved in it ; it mult certainly be allow- 
ed by all, to be a capital ſabje& ; which there- 
fore, cannot be diſcuſſed with too much caution, 
care, and exactneſs. 


Nuo. The great importance of the ſubject, 
Philanthropos, appears to me in a very conſpi- 
cuous point of view, The conſequences which 
attend the denial of it, Iam convinced, are 1 
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ly alarming; and, the principal tendency of this 
little tract, as manifeſtly appears from the con- 
tents of it, is, under a ſpecious pretence of ſu- 
perior deference to reaſon , entirely to explode 
that article of our faith, as unworthy of God, 
and- unfavourable to the virtue and "happines 
of mankind. | 

I am here told, that 6 T he ovevalence of fo 
impious a Ain , can be aſcribed to nothing 
but to that rmſtery of iniguity, which though it 
began to work in the times of the apoſtles them- 
ſelves, - was not then riſen to ſo enormous a 
height as to attack the ſupremacy of the one 
living and true God, and give his Peculiar glory fo 
another. And that, Till this great corrup- 
tion of chriſtianity be removed, it will be in 
vain to preach the goſpel, to jews, or mahome- 
tans, or, indeed, to any people who retain the 
uſe of thatreaſonand underſtanding which God 
has given them.” And, fully to complete the 

charge, it is expreſsly afürmed to be a moſt 
abſurd and impious doctrine.” 
Now I freely confeſs, Philanthropos, that 1 
have for ſome time, laboured, under difficulties 
* The Author of the Arr EAT to the ſerious and candid 
profeſſors of cbriſtianity, very unfairly and diſingenuouſly ſug- 
geſts, that his opponents 60 decry human reaſon, and require 
. perſons to abandon it wherever religion is concerned”, But 
we abſolutely deny the charge; we think that even the in- 
ſinuation is very illiberal, and by no means becoming a candid 


and ingenuous diſputant; much leſs one who profeſſes himſelf 
wo be A Lover of cbeGosyni.. + TheDiviaity of Chriſt. 
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with reſpect to this momentous ſubject, from 
which, I am exceedingly deſirous to be freed. 
Not that I am under much heſitation with re- 
gard to the truth of it ; but I find myſelf at a 
loſs properly to explain it, and to anſwer the 
numerous objections which I have repeatedly 
heard thrown out againſt it, To have, there- 

fore, its evidence fairly produced, and the diffi- 
culties under which I labour, properly obviated, 
would give me no inconſiderable degree of plea- 
ſure ; it would alfo be peculiarly ſatisfactory to 
my mind. And this is what I now hope to 


receive, from your friendly advice and aſſiſtance. 


PRI. The glorious and intereſting truth 
of the Divinity of our Saviour Chriſt, has, even 


from its very firſt publication, been ſtrenuouſly 


oppoſed, by perſons of various characters, and 
from different motives. But, after all the re- 
peated efforts which have been, and ſtill continue 
to be made, in order to invalidate and explode 
it ; though every ſcholaſtic art has been uſed, 
and all the numberleſs ſubtilities of criticiſm 
diſplayed, yet it ſtands, like a folid rock amid 
the roaring waves, undiſturbed and impregna- 
ble. Yes, Neophytus, it is yer by ſuch 


ſtrength of evidence, and ſolidity of argument 


in the word of God, that, I am fully perſuaded, 


ſo long as the Bible is regarded as the ſtandard 
of 46 4 it can never decently be denied, much 
leſs will it be expunged from the Chriftian 
fyſtem, | , To 
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To explain to you every thing relating to this 
important doctrine, in ſuch a manner as to ob- 
viate all exceptions, and remove every difficulty, 
would take up a conſiderable time, and perhaps, 
after all, be abſolutely impoſſible. Nor, indeed 
is this neceſſary ;—for, where the proofs of any 
doctrine are clear and ſtrong, every unpreju- 
diced perſon muſt acknowledge, that objections 
againſt it will inevitably fall, for want of a pro- 
per baſis, though every ſuch futile objection 
receive not a particular anſwer, | 

I ſhall attempt, then, in compliance with 
your requeſt, and depending upon divine aſſiſt- 
ance, to produce ſuch arguments as I apprehend 
will be ſufficient to eſtabliſh the truth, in the 
judgment of every candid and ingenuous perſon ; 
and to demonſtrate the doctrine of our 
Saviour's Deity, that juſtly-eſteemed ' baſis of 
the Chriſtian religion, is not, in my opinion, a 
very difficult taſk, nor doth it require any ela- 
borate reſearches. And with reſpect to the ob- 
jections which are uſually brought againſt it, 
how numerous and plauſible ſoever, they will, 
I doubt not, be unanſwerably confuted by the 
convincing evidence of the word of God : 
will fall Neophytus, by that penetrating ſword 
of the ſpirit*, as _— fell 1 the ark of 
my Lord +. 


- Neo. I ſhall attend with the 3 pleaſure 
to the diſcuſſion of this moſt intereſting ſubject, 
5 and, 


* Eph. vi. 17. + I Sam, v. 4. p 


| 
1 
( 
k 
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and, as we have now a favourable opportunity, 
beg that you will immediately enter upon it, 


PHIL. What you deſire of me then, Neo- 


phytus, is, To evince from ſcripture authority, 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator of the 


new covenant, is poſſeſſed of a Divine Nature. 
Or, in other words, that the illuſtrious perſon-, 


age who, near eighteen hundred years ago, ap- 


peared on this earth, and tabernacled among us; 
who alſo was generally known by the appella- 


tions of The Son of God, and The Chriſt the 


Saviour of the world, properly uin a Divine 


Character. 


Neo: Ves; that is the ſubject concerning 
which I want ſome further information. And 


the rather, ſince it is peremptorily affirmed by 


the author of the book in my hand, that our 
Saviour and Deliverer was @ mere man, as ths: f 


other Jews. were, and as we ourſelves alſo are” 

And further, that the apoſtles es” 
Chriſt, as being, with reſpect to his nature, truly 
and properly a man, conſiſting of the ſame con- 
ſtituent parts, and of the fare rank with our- 


| ſelves, * 


PRI. That the RAE WAP Son of God 
was, and is, truly and properly man, I readily: 


allow; we conſtantly and ſtrenuouſly maintain 
it, as a poſition which we ſtedfaſtly believe, 
and in which we continually rejoice, ** Nor, 

| is 


on 
| 
' 
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is Chriſt's being made by the immediate hand 


of God, and not born in the uſual courſe of 
generation, any reaſon for his not being conſi- 
dered as a man. For then, Adam muſt not 
have been a man“. 

But the true ſtate of the queſtion between us 
and your author is, Whether the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt be a man merely ? With reſpect to ſome 
others, it is, Whether he be not a ſuper-an- 
gelic ſpirit ; ſomething more, even than an an- 
gel, but /zſ5 than God. Both theſe poſitions 
we deny ; and affirm, on the contrary, That 
our bleſſed Lord is truly, and in the moſt pro- 
per ſenſe of the word, GOD. 

- In further reaſoning upon this ſubject, Neo- 
phytus, I ſhall appeal only to the moſt obvious 
ſenſe and interpretation of the ſcriptures ; for, 
that, in all theological controverſies, our ap- 
peal lies to the Bible, which contains the writ- 
ings of the inſpired prophets, the apoſtles and 
evangeliſts, who have. recorded the precepts and 
doctrines of Chriſt'?, I have long been fully 
perſuaded. And formidable as the greateſt 
adverſary of the truth may be, I make no doubt 
but that, by the exerciſe of a common under- 
ſtanding, and the aſſiſtance of that ſword of the 


ſpirit, which is the word of God , he will be 
finally overcome“. 


N xo. 


* Eph. vi. 17. 


O. 


No. I am perfectly well fatisfied with the 
teſt you propoſe, Philanthropos, ſince I am de- 
ſirous that my faith may land, not in the wiſdom 
of men, but in the power of Gods. 


PRI. In the facred ſcriptures, then, we 
have ſeveral diſtinctive characters of the Su- 
preme Being, which he claims as peculiarly his 
own, and by which he hath manifeſted his glo- 
ries unto us, Such, in general, are, his names, 
titles, attributes, works, and honours, Now theſe 
are, certainly, the eſſential charaReriſticks of 
Deity, and therefore can never be aſcribed to, 
nor performed by, any merely created being. . 

If, then, we can clearly prove, that theſe 
names, titles, &c. are attributed to Chriſt, his Di- 
vine character will, I ſhould think, be fully 
and indubitably eſtabliſhed. And I hope to ſet 
theſe things in ſo conſpicuous a point of view, 


that, to uſe the words of a prophet, he may run 
that readeth them. ft 


Nxo. I am all attention, Philanthropos, to 
what you have to offer upon this momentous 
ſubject, and therefore I beg that you will pro- 
ceed in the proſecution of it. 

PHIL. The names, then, which, in the in- 
ſpired writings, are attributed to our Saviour, 
are, in my apprehenſion, an irrefragable argu- 
ment in proof of his Godhead. For, if thoſe 

ed e e er 

E x Cor. ii. 5. 1 Hab, U. 2. 
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| very names which indubitably characterize the 
| Supreme Being, are 'aferibed* to Chriſt, ' they 
muſt, ſurely, be expreſſive, defignedly 6 fragt 
ſive, of his Divine Character. 

Lou will, I doubt not, Neophytus, east re- 
collect, which are the principal names that the 
great Creator hath aſſumed to himſelf, and by 
which his eſſential glory is manifeſted unto us. 


Nxo. The principal names which the Su- 
preme Being aſſumes as peculiarly his own, and 
which ſeem to be more eſpecially expreſſive of 
his character, are LORD and GOD. The 
latter of which hath ſome particular honour, or 
additional epithet, frequently annexed to it; as 
the eternal, mt high, living, almighty, and the 
like. But are theſe names applied to our 
Saviour ? 


— — — 
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| 


Prix, Ves; they are applied to him plainly 
and frequently, and even without the leaſt inti- 
mation, or the moſt diſtant hint, that they are 
improperly uſed. To illuſtrate which, we will 
begin with the firſt of them. 

The divine name LORD, or according to 


the 9220 language IEHOVAH “, is the in- : 
communicable 4 
| 


* dr For the kante of the unlearned reader, it 
may not be impraper to obſerve that, where the word Lord, in 
the Old Teſtament, is written, in capitals [Los p] it is in the 
hebrew language IEHOVAH, or EVE. And the greek 
word Kepies Kurios, by which it is tranſlated in the Septua- 
gint, and which is ſo frequently applied to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in the New Teſtament, properly correſponds with it, 
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communicable name of the Supreme Being. 
His name ALONE is Jebovab, the mo high over 
all the earth*, He claims it as his ſole preroga- 
tive. I am the LoRD, that is my name, and my 
glory I will not give to another . It ſignifies He 


that 18 tor is expreſſive of thè eternity, ſelf- 


exiſtence, and unchangeableneſs of the Al- 
mighty. And the words of the evangeliſt John, 
in that moſt glorious revelation which was made 
to him, are a proper and ſignificant explanation 
of it. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 
and the Ending, who 18, and rol ey and wie | 
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Since then this glorious name is abſolutely 
nee ; ſince it cannot be aſcribed to 
any created being; wherever we find it applied 


in the ſcriptures to any being, we have the ful- 


leſt aſſurance, for the preceding, e that 
that being is properly DIVINE. 


. Neo. That I think muſt. be aloned, Philan- 
"thropos ; for, ſince. the name is incommuni- 


cable in its own nature, and ſeeing that the great 


Creator will not give his peerleſs glories to a- 
nother, it cannot poſſibly comport with a created 


exiſtence. But, what evidence have you of its 
being given | to our Saviour, N 


PHIL. Were I to quote every text which 


might be produced upon this occaſion, I ſhould, 


B 2 VF 


* Pfal, lexxili, 18. 4 II. zii. 8, . f Rev. i. 8. 


16 T NAH JEHOVAH Dial. 1. 


I am afraid, greatly intrude upon your pati- 
ence *. However, I will mention a few, which, 
I think, will be fully ſufficient to anſwer my 
preſent purpoſe. 

A3 are, I doubt not, well acquainted with 
that ſublime and magnificent deſcription of the 

Deity, which is given by the prophet Ifaiah, 

when he ſaw the King, the Lord of hoflis. He 
vas, this elegant writer informs us, ſitting up- 
on a throne, high and lifted up, and bis train filled 
the temple. Above it, fload the ſeraphims : Each 
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
did fly." : And: one: cried unto another, and ſaid, 
Holy, holy, bily is eee e n 
Fr * of his glory §. 


Nuo. The paſſage is, indeed, TE 
ſublime, and the reading of it has, I well re- 
member, often ſtruck me with a deep veneration. 


PnILL. It is, However, notwithſtanding its 
divine ſublimity, adopted into the New Teſta- 
ment, and clearly applied to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 2 2 

The evangeliſt John, among other inte- 
reſting err x declares that, Though Peſus 
ay 1 many miracles U the people, yet they 

believed 


® The Greek word * which is tranſlated LorD, 
and which generally anſwereth to the Hebrew name of God 


mp Ixvx, or Jxnovan, is, in the writings of the a | 
2 ſimply and ablolutely ne to Chriſt a roco times. 
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believed not on bim. And the reaſon which he 
aſſigns for it is, That the ſaying of 1ſaiah the pro- 
bet might be fulfilled, which he ſpake,— He hath 
blinded their eyes, ce. Now theſe are the 
very words which Ifaiah ſpoke, in the above- 
cited paſſage, and which, therefore, plainly 


ſhow, That Chriſt was the glorious ra 


whom he ſaw and heard. 
I would obſerve beſides, that the evangeliſt i is 
not ſpeakirig of the F ather, but of the Son; 


nor doth he quote the words of Iſaiah to teach 


us any thing concerning the Father, but to ſhew 
the dreadful obſtinacy of the Jews, by reaſon of 
which they could not believe in Chriſt. -, But, 
leſt after all that he had ſaid, we ſhould ſtil) 
miſtake his meaning, he adds, Theſe things ſaid 
Taiah "when he ſaw #18 glory and ſpate of HIMS. 

Which additional clauſe fully determines the 
ſenſe, and, I think, demonſtrably proves, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is intended ; for, that he 
ſaw the Father's glory and ſpake of the Son, 
appears to me quite incongruous and impro- 
bable. So that, from this noble teſtimony of 
the beloved diſciple, the truth of the aſfertion 
that the'name Jehovah is applied to Jeſus, is, 
in my opinion, irrefragable ; and conſequently 
he muſt be by nature Godt. 


Nxo. The truth of the aſſertion appears to me 


very clearly; for as the evangeliſt exprefoly applies 


£85 | the 
1 Ln 6 Job x 4, 1 Gal.iv, $ 
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the paſſage to the Son of God, the glory which 
Ifaiah faw, muſt certainly have been is. But 
you have, I ſuppoſe, Philanthropos, other teſ- 
timonies to produce in favour of this truth, be- 
ſides that which you have already mentioned? 


Pur. Ves; the ſame evangelical prophet 
declares, that, In the LoD ſhall all the ſeed of 
Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory . And another 
| prophet, predicting the ſuperior excellencies of 
the kingdom of Chriſt, to that of David the il. 
luſtrious type of him, fays, In ts days, Judah 
Pall. be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely : And, 
this is his name whereby he ſhall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 4, © 
Now, I would obſerve, that God, conſider. 
ed in the character of a Father, is never, I be- 
heve, deſcribed as our righteouſneſs; nor are we 
faid to be juffified in HIM, in any part of the a- 
poſtolic writings : But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in almoſt every page of theſe ſacred books, is 
clearly repreſented to us in one or other of theſe 
lights. There, we read, That he is made unto. 
u5 wiſdom and RIGHTEOUSNESS f. That we are 
made the RIGHTEOUSNESS of Ged in him 3. 

That we are JUSTIFIED in the name of the Lord 
Fefus }. And that by the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 


ONE the free gift came upon al men me 2 
GATION OF 3 | 


. we, 25. f Jer. xxiii,6, & 1 Cor. i. 30. 2 Cor. 
v. al, {| Cor, i. 1, e Rom. v. 18. 
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Theſe teſtimonies, then, are, I think, a clear 
and folid proof, that our Saviour was the very 
perſon, of whom the prophets, in the paſſages 
above cited, particularly ſpoke ; and to whom 
they applied the divine and incommunicable 


name Jehovah. What are your thoughts of 
them Neophytus ? 


Nxo. They appear to me, in that view of 
them, quite natural and eaſy ; and ſeem beau- 
tifully to harmonize with other parts of the ſa- 
cred _— And I am extremely glad to 
find that, The r e 
prophecy®. 


PuzL, we wil paſs on then to conſider ſome 
other teſtimonies of the prophetic writings, 
comparing them as before, with the goſyel com- 
ment. 

Zachariah, ſpeaking in the name of the Lord, 
makes many glorious promiſes to the church. 
Among others, is the following remarkable one. 
T1 will pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Feruſalem, the Spirit of grace and 


of ſupplication, and THEY SHALL LOOK vyrow 
ME WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED, 


Now, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the glo- 
xious perſonage of whom the propher ſpoke ; or 
rather, who ſpoke by the prophet, is, I think, 
2 evident, from the teſtimony of the 

above 
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above - cited evangeliſt. He informs us that, 
when our Lord was expanded on the croſs, af- 
ter he had cried, It is ſiniſbed, and had given up 
the ghoſt, the ſoldiers came, — and one of them with 
a ſpear pierced his fide, and forthwith came there- 
out blood and water. To which declaration he 
adds, Theſe things were done that the ſcripture 
ſhould be fulfilled, —— THEY SHALL LOOK ON 
"HIM WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED®, © © 
The ſame divinely-inſpired writer, ſpeaking 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the faithful witneſs, and th Fir/t- 
begotten f the dead, faith, Behold ! me” cometh 
with clouds; and every eye ſhall ſee him, and THE v 
alſo WHO PIERCED HIM 4, Nothing, ſurely, 


can be clearer than the application of the above- 


mentioned prophecy to Chriſt in the paſſages 
which I have now quoted. Tt refts entirely up- 
on Divine teſtimony. And therefore we con- 
clude, That his name is Jehovah, the ſelf-ex- 
Ment, and abſolutely. independent Being. 


No. Well might our Lord ay, to thoſe 
"who diſbelieved his heavenly original, Search 
the criptures,—for they are they which, teſtify of 

I could not have thought that the pro- 
phetic writings, which I have been apt to look 
upon as in a great meaſure] antiquated and ob- 


ſolete, had a ſo nen ** Wenner 
miſſion. 1 
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John ai. 30-37, 1 Rer. 5 4. John v. 39. 
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Phi. Jeſus himſelf was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the clearneſs of their teſtimony, 


and therefore he conſtantly appealed unto it. 


You will give me leave, Neophytus, to men- 
tion another paſſage, from thoſe precious re- 


mains of antiquity, and then I ſhall entirely 
eloſe this part of the argument. 


Neo. Certainly, Philanthropos ; and I ſhalt 
attend to it with the greateſt pleaſure. | 


Prat, The prophet Joel, prediQng the 


glorious deſcent of the Spirit upon the day of 
Pentecoſt, and the awful deſtruction of thoſe 


who ſhould reject the goſpel, ſays, And it ſhall 


come tq paſs that whoſoever ſhall CALL UPON THE 


NAME Or THE LORD SHALL BE DELIVERED'®, 
Loet us compare this with the words of the a- 


poſtle Paul. VJ, fays that firſt-rate preacher of 
the Goſpel, thou Halt confeſs with thy mauth the 


Lok Je8vs, aud ſhalt believe in thine heart thut 


Gad hath raiſed HIM from the dead, thou ſhalt be 
ſaved. For, THE SCRIPTURE 8AITH,—IHþ4- 
ſoever ſhall CALL UPON THE NAME or THE 


Lon p ſhall be ſaved t. Now, that he means the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt is demonſtrably clear from 


the following words, How then ſhall they call on 


him in "whom they have not believed ? And Chriſt 


being the perſon in whom they did not believe, 
he therefore muſt be the object, upon whom 


whoſoever 


® Joel ii, 32, 4 Rom. x. 9—13. 
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| whoſoever calls, in the ſenſe of the apoſtle, 
ſhall certainly obtain complete falvation. 

So that; from the various parts of the holy 
' ſcriptures, in which the incommunicable name 
| JEHOVAH i is applied to our Saviour, that he 
1s truly and properly God, the neceſſarily, eter- 

nally, and ſelf-exiſtent Being, is, I think, an 

_ undeniable e e 


a,; The e menos indeed, 10 juſt 
and natural, nd forces itſelf, as it were, upon 
the mind. But: there'is an objection, which I 
have heard brought againſt it, and beg leave to 
mention, which'isthis.- << t we conſider ſome 
inſtances of names impoſed by the divine direc- 
tion in the ſcriptures, we ſhall find that they do 
not altuays expreſs any thing characteriſtie of the 
perſon on whom they are impoſed ; but, that 
they were intended as a memorial .of ſome di- 
vine promiſe or aſſurance, reſpecting things of 
a publit and general concern? . And therefore 
they add, Very little ſtreſs is to be laid on 
the arguments brought to prove the Divinity of 
Chriſt, from the names which are given to him“. 


Pil. But, becauſe names impoſed by di- 
vine direction are not always'charaCteriſtic of the 
perſon on whom they are impoſed, are we ne- 
ceſſarily led to .conclude that therefore they are 
never ſo? Surely not. The contrary, however, 
is undeniably clear, from almoſt innumerable 
inſtances | in the en Was not our Lord 
himſelf 


0 Has — wSs Bas — as 


..'. at... an. ans > voi Send dino MS  ai.T a — 


aa af. Gf wn «© 5 


— 1 . 


% 


© 
e 
5 
S 
a 
f 


111 | 
Dial. I. AretLizd To Caxrsr. 23 


himſelf called JESUS, by divine direction, to 


indicate his character as a Saviour, or to ſhow, 
that he ſhould ſave his people from their fins * ? 

So that, to know whether the names which 
are impoſed by divine direction in ſcripture, be 
deſigned to characterize the perſon or not, we 
mult attend bath to the preceding and follow- 


ing context, where they are uſed, and determine 
our judgement entirely by that. However, the 


name fehovah is doubtleſs peculiar to the Su- 


preme Being, who was, and is, and is to came; 


for though it is ſometimes ſpoken of another, 


as of the church +, yet not fingly. and Proper» 


ly, but with relation to HN C. 


On the whole, then, the argument for the | 


Divinity of our Lord, ariſing from the incom- 
municable name Jehovah being given to him, 
ſo far from having only “ very little ſtreſs 
laid upon it”, will, certainly, bear the greateſt 


weight : We might venture indeed to reſt the 


whole ſuperſtructure of Chriſt's Godhead upon 
this baſis, without having the leaſt apprehen- 
ſion of its failure. For I will not ſcruple to af- 
firm that, if the name Jehovah, as applied to 


Jeſus, in the paſſages above quoted, be not ex- 


preſſive of a Divine Character, it will be abſo- 
lutely in vain to attempt to prove any thing 
from the ſcripture, ſince worſe than Egyptian 
darkneſs would reſt upon the whole. 


_ a 


* Matt. i i, 21, + Ezek. xlviii. 35. & See Gill's 
body of Divin, vol. 1, page 67, 


- 
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But what has been obſerved will, I hope, 
Neophytus, appear convincing to you ; and, in 
ſome meaſure at leaſt, give relief to your mind 


from any diſagreeable impreſſions which may 
have been made upon it, 


Neo. Yes, Philanthropos, it appears with 
a conſiderable degree of evidence ; and will, I 
truſt, anſwer a moſt valuable purpoſe; for, I can- 
not think, but that if the apoſtles conſidered 
Chriſt as being, with reſpect to his nature, 4 
man only”, they would have entirely refrained 
from ſpeaking of the prophecies in the above- 
mentioned manner. But as they have, with- 
out the leaſt ſcruple, and in fo plain a manner, 
applied the ſame things to our Saviour, which 
the prophets affirmed of the Divine Being, . it 
is certainly a nervous argument in proof of his 
Godhead. The gloomy clouds which for ſome 
time have overſpread my mind, begin to diſ- 
perſe, and the chearing beams of goſpel truth 
dart in upon it. | 


PHIL. May they ſhine more and more unto the 
perfect day! May that glorious Being who once 
commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſbine 

into your heart, and give you the light of the know- 
| ledge of his glory in the face of Feſus Chrift* | 

No. So be it ! And I ſincerely thank you, 
my dear friend, for the tender concern which 

you 


* 2 Cor. iv. 6, 


T ²˙ Ad; 
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you manifeſt for my ſpiritual welfare. You 


will now, I hope, proceed to the other appella- 
tion, which is ſo frequently given to the Su- 


preme Being, and ſhow me how that is applied 


to our Lord, 


PHIL. I would with the greateſt pleaſure 
comply with your requeſt, Neophytus, were it 
not that the evening is pretty far advanced. 
My family, therefore, will expect me at home, 
to offer up our tribute of prayer and praiſe. 
But to morrow evening, if God permit, I will 
meet you here again, and, according to the beſt 
of my ability, will attempt to give you ſome 
further ſatisfaction relative to this important, 


and intereſting ſubject. At preſent I muſt bid 
you adieu. 


[i 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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DIALOGUE I. 


H E enſuing evening, both our friends 

were punctual to their mutual agree- 
ment. Each repaired, at the time appointed, 
to the place of meeting ; and, after the cuſto- 
mary ſalutations, Philanthropos reſumed the 
converſation in the following manner. | 


PHIL. I hope, Neophytus, you have ma- 
turely conſidered the argument inſiſted upon in 
our laſt conference, and have carefully tried it 
by the word of God ; for, that, you will remem- 
ber, is the only teſt of truth, and the deciſive 
balance in which all our religious ſentiments 
muſt be carefully weighed. So that, if you 
would avoid all impoſition in religious matters, 
and are deſirous that your faith ſhould not fland in 
the wiſdom of men, but in the power of God*, you 
muſt, according to the direction of the prophet, 
advert to the law, and to the teſtimony ; or, like 
the noble Bereans, ſearch the ſcriptures daily whe- 
ther theſe things be ſo &. 


Neo. Our yeſterday evening's converſation, 
Philanthropos, has, by the bleſſing of God, 
| been 


5 Ads xvii. II, 


1 Cor, di. 5. 


t If, Vii, 20, 
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been made peculiarily refreſhing to my mind. 


I have, almoſt ever ſince, reflected upon it with 


no inconſiderable degree of pleaſure, The very 
thought, that Jeſus is JEHOVAH, affords 
me the moſt inexpreſſible atisfaQion. How 
fafely, I have faid to myſelf, may I truſt my all 
in.his hands, and venture my everlaſting con- 
cerns on ſo ſtable a foundation 


Prit. Ay, it is indeed a ſolid rock. A baſis, 
upon which whoſoever builds, ſhall never be 
confounded, It is, God himſelf being judge, 
a tried flone, and a ſure foundation. 


Neo. I now long to hear your remarks upon 
the other appellation of the Supreme Being, 
which you ſay is frequently and properly * 
plied to Chriſt, 


Pil. The divine name GOD, which is 


the firſt made uſe of in the ſacred ſcriptures, to 
point out to us the great Creator of all things, 
and which is certainly expreſſive of a plurality 
in the Godhead, is, indeed, in the moſt abſo- 
lute ſenſe, often aſcribed to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And this, I ſhould think, muſt be al- 
lowed a ſtrong proof of his proper Deity. For, 
how the ſcriptures could be vindicated, from 
having a moſt pernicious tendency, upon any 
other ſuppoſition, is, to me at leaſt, extremely 
difficult to perceive. Nay, were not the name 

C 2 | as 


* II. xxvili. 16. 
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as applied to our Ldrd, to be conſidered in this 
point of view, namely, as being expreſſive of his 
Godhead, the vindication of the ſacred writings, 
I will venture to affirm, is abſolutely impoſſible, 


No. Pleaſe to recite a few of the paſſages 
where this name is given to Chriſt ? 


PHIL. In the beginning was the Word, nd 
the Mord was God *. Again: A virgin hall 
be with child, and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they 

ſhall call his name EMMANUEL, which, being in- 
terpreted, is, GoD WITH us t. Unto the Son he 
faith, Thy throne, O Gop, is for ever and ever. 
Once more: Great is the myſtery of godlinefe, Gop 
Was manifeſt in the fleſh +. 

It is ſcarcely poſſible for any expreſſions to be 
more explicit and obvious than theſe. They 
are full to the point, and intelligible. to the 
meaneſt capacity. If, therefore, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt were not properly God, theſe texts, and 
almoſt innumerable others, LEY like the Del- 
phian oracle, - be exceedingly apbiguous and, 
from their moſt obvious meaning, have a direct 
tendency to miſlead the generality of readers. 


No. But ſome perſons affirm that, The 
mere term God is ſometimes uſed in a lower and 
inferior ſenſe in the ſcriptures, denoting daminion 
only; as when the Divine Being himſelf ſays, 


that he will make Moſes a god to Phareahy ; but, 


ſurely, 


» John i. x. t Matt. i. 23. + 1 Tim, iii. 16. Heb. i. 8, 
& Exod, vii. I, : 
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ſurely, there can, they ſay, be no danger 
of our miſtaking ſuch phraſes as theſe ; or, if 
that were poſſible, our Lord has ſufficiently 


_ guarded againſt any miſconſtruction of them 


when applied to himſelf, by the explanation he 
has given of them ; informing us, that, if, in 
the language of ſcripture, they dre called gods to 
whom the word of God came*, (though, in fact, 
they were no other than mere men) he could 
not be guilty of blaſphemy in calling himſelf 
only the Son of God. 

Nov, if Chriſt had been conſcious tohim- 
ſelf that he was the true and very God, and that 
it was of the utmoſt conſequence to mankind 
that they ſhould regard him in that light, this 
was”, they further affirm, ** a proper time for 
him to have declared himſelf, and not to have 
put his hearers off with ſuch an apology as this.” 


Pt. That the appellation God is ſome- 
times, though very ſeldom, uſed in the ſcrip- 
tures in a lower and inferior ſenſe, is very true; 
as in the paſſage which you have quoted and 
ſome few others; nor is there any danger of 
miſtaking the proper meaning of it. For, 
whenever it is applied in this ſenſe, it is always 
guarded with ſuch particular reſtrictions and li- 
mitations, or the words are ſpoken in ſuch a 


manner, that their connexion evidently ſhows, 


that it is to be underſtood in a figurative or im- 
1 proper 
John x. 35. 
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proper ſenſe. To inſtance; The words which 
you have quoted, I will make thee a god to Pha- 
roah, plainly demonftrate, in how very impro- 
per a manner the name is uſed ; nor will the 
moſt illiterate reader be in the leaſt danger of 
miſunderſtanding them, or of conceiving of the 
name as though it were uſed in the higheſt 
ſenſe. No; every one will, upon reading the 
ſentence, immediately perceive, That this name 
is applied to Moſes, becauſe he repreſented God's 
authority in the commanding, and his power in 
the puniſhing of Pharoah ; and not becauſe he 

was truly and properly Gop, | 
But, when no ſuch limitation is pereeivable; 
when the name is applied without any, the leaſt 
reſtriction, as in the above-mentioned paſſages 
concerning Chriſt ; we are then, undoubtedly, 
to underſtand it without a figure, and as being 
expreſſive of divine perfections. And this, I 
apprehend, is the preciſe idea which the in- 
fpired writers deſigned to convey by it, when 
they applied it to their Maſter; nor can any 
proof be produced that our Lord has guarded 
us at all againſt ſuch a conſtruction of the name, 
when applied to himſelf, The inſtance which 
you have mentioned, 1s not to the point; for, 
if you carefully read over the paſſage, you will 
find, that our Lord did not, in that converſa- 
tion with the Jews, nor indeed in any other, 
deny himſelf to be properly Gop, or equal with 
the Father, but, on the contrary, appealed to 
the 
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the works which he wrought, as a proof of it, 
and that the Father was really in him, and he in 
the Father . But, the thing which Jeſus de- 
nied, was, the juſtneſs of their conſequence, in 
charging him with mating himſelf Gop &, when 
he called himſelf the Son of Gop, or ſaid That 
God was his Father. And he ſhows the falſe- 
hood of ſuch an inference, by evincing, that 


the phraſe Sen of God, as applied by himſelf, 


neceſſarily roſe no higher than to ſignify one 
who bore a peculiar relation to Gop, and who 
was commiſſioned by him in a far ſuperior man- 
ner ta any of the prophets or magiſtrates 1a 
whom the word of God came +. | 

If, therefore, they were called gods, or the 
children of the moſt high || , on that account, much 
more might HE ; ſince he had a far higher com- 
miſſion than ever they enjoyed. So that, though 
he guarded againſt the miſconſtruction of the 
phraſe Son of God, yet there is no ſuch guard 
put upon thoſe paſſages, where he is called em- 
phatically Gop; and therefore they remain as 
C 4 a de- 


'% John x. 33. FVer. 33. f Ver. 35. © Our Lord 
knew that he himſelf was the divine Logos or Word of God, 
and it is likely that he uſed theſe words, with this view and; 
meaning, viz. Surely if thoſe are called gods, to whom the 
Divine Word made a viſit from the Father, uE HIMSELF 
who came from the FaT#4z® may well be called the Son of 
Gov without blaſphemy, But he did not think fit to expreſs 

himſelf ſo plainly to the Jews at that time, though he has left 
it upon record for our inſtruftion”, Watts's works, vol, 6, 
page 669, || Pal, IXxIi, & 
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a demonſtrative proof that he was, and is, real- 
ly and properly ſo. 


Neo. What you have obſerved, Philanthro- 
pos, I perceive, entirely deſtroys the force of 
the argument, drawn from the above-mention- 
ed paſſage, in order to prove that our Lord has 
ſufficiently guarded thoſe texts in which he is 
called Gor, from being underſtood in a literal 
ſenſe, and fo far it is ſatisfactory enough. But, 
what reply can you give to the latter part of the 
aſſertion, namely, "That had he been con- 
ſcious to himſelf that he was the true and very 
Gop,——this was certainly a proper time for 
him to have declared himſelf.” 


PRI. The times and the ſeaſons, in which 
every thing ought to be done, Gon hath put 
in his own power *; nor doth it become us ſhort- 
ſighted mortals, immerſed as it were in mid- 
night darkneſs, to diCtate to him in this, or in 
any other particular. Chriſt was, certainly, 
conſcious to himſelf that he was the true Meſ- 
ſiah; and, that mankind, during his abode a- 
mong them, ſhould have regarded him as ſuch, 
was, undoubtedly, of the utmoſt conſequence to 
them; nothing is more clear however, from 
many expreſs declarations of his d, than that he 
did not chooſe that even this ſhould be publiſn- 
ed in clear and evident language during his 1 


Acts i. 7. 8 See Matt. xvi. 20. Mark viii. 29, _ 
John X. 24. 
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ſonal reſidence on earth. He, indeed, in effect, 
acknowledged the thing, but declined that par- 
ticular title, except in ſome caſes, where he knew 
no inconvenience would attend it *“; and, after 
all, the diſcoveries which were made of his true 
character, before his reſurrection from the dead, 
when compared with the ſubſequent effects of 
that moſt glorious event, were exceedingly ob- 
ſcure, 

Hence it is, that by this he is ſaid to have 
been DECLARED to be the Son of God with POWER, 
according to the Spirit of holineſs + ; and, by the 
ſame amazing work,, ASSURANCE was given to 
all men, that he was the anointed Saviour, as 
well as the ſovereign Judge 8. And, after this 
moſt memorable period, the apoſtles, . having 
their underſtandings further enlightened, preach- 
ed boldly that he was the CHRIST, the promiſ- 
ed MEess1an, of whom Moſes in the law, and 
the prophets did write ; and thence they. pro- 
ceeded to aſſert his proper Godhead. | 

If, then, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, during his 
_ perſonal reſidence on earth, choſe, for ſome rea- 
ſons, that the doctrine of his being the true 
Meſfiahr ſhould: not be openly divulged ; that he 
did not plainly, and in expreſs terms, aſſert his 
© being TRUE and .VERY Gop“ on all oc 
ſions, is not at all ſurpriſing ; ſuch a cautious 
proceedure ſeems indeed at that time, to have 

been 

* John iv, 26, and ix 37. and xi. 25, + Rom. i, 4+ 

& Acts xvii. 31, 
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been abſolutely neceſſary; So rhat the reply 
which our Lord gave to the Jews, by denying 
the juſtneſs of their conſequence, in charging 
him with aſſuming an equality with the Father, 
| becauſe he called himſelf the Son of God, is no 
real objection againſt his proper Deity ; nor can 
any one, I think, affirm the contrary, without 
reflecting at the ſame time upon the wiſdom of 
Gop. | 


| Neo. I am entirely ſatisfied with reſpect to 
this point, Philanthropos, and clearly perceive 


that there was a perfect harmony, and conſiſ- 


tency in every part of the character of our 


Puli. Were the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then, 
only called Gop, as in the texts above cited, 


without any particular reſtriction; were there 


no diſtinguiſhing epithets annexed unto it, it 


might, with great propriety, be inſiſted upon, 


as a convincing proof of his Divine Nature. 
For, I appeal to you, Neophytus, and to every 
ingenuous perſon, who makes the ſcriptures the 


rule of his faith, whether to underſtand the a- 


bove mentioned paſſages in a literal rather than 
a figurative ſenſe, be not more eaſy and natural ? 
If we conſider them in the latter point of view, 
and only as expreſſive of ſome temporary domi- 
nion, how flat and inſignificant they appear 
Whereas; when they are conſidered as indicat- 
ing a Divine Character, they are no leſs calcu- 

hated 
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lated to exalt the glorious perſonage of whom 
they are ſpoken, than they perfectly harmonize 
and agree with the other parts of the ſacred 
writings, 


Neo. This ſenſe of them appears, indeed, 
the moſt obvious, and, I believe, is the con- 
ſtruction which is generally put upon them. 
But ydu do not entirely found the argument up- 
on this I perceive, Philanthropos : 


PHIL. No, not wholly ; though I think it 
might be done ſafely, and without the leaſt fear 
of its being over-turned : For, notwithſtanding 
we allow, that the name god is ſometimes uſed 
in an inferior ſenſe, and applied to created be- 
ings; yet, for any therefore to conclude, That 
the ſame appellation when applied to our 
LorD, can mean no more than ſuch a being, 
is a very unjuſt and fallacious deduction, We 
muſt therefore ſtill inſiſt, that, as the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is called God, without any notice 
being given to us of its impropriety, or figura- 
tive ſenſe, either the inſpired writers mean to 
announce his true Godhead, or they certainly 
have expreſſed themſelves in the moſt incautious 
and dangerous manner, | 

Theevidence of this important doctrine how- 
ever, doth not depend upon a fv texts of 
ſcripture only, though a few which are plain and 
expreſs, either upon this or any other religious 
ſubject, are entirely ſufficient for the conviction 

of 
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of all, who regard the bible as a revelation from 
God: But, in the preſent caſe, we have line 
upon line, and, precept upon precept “. For all 
the glorious, and divine epithets, which are 
connected with the name Gop, as aſcribed to 
the SUPREME BEING in the oracles of truth, 
and which are certainly diſtinctive of his Di- 
vine Nature, are, notwithſtanding, by unerring 


pens, OY affirmed of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Nxo. If there be ſcriptural evidence for this, 
the argument will, I ſhould think, be exceed- 
ingly forcible ; if not abſolutely demonſtrative. 
For, that thoſe very writings, the principal de- 
ſign of which is to reveal the true character of 
God to us, ſhould, by applying the diſtinguiſh- 
ing lineaments in that character to any created 
being, make no ſpecific difference, between the 
uncreated nature, and created exiſtence, is en- 


tirely incredible. I ſhall be glad, therefore, to 
hear a few of theſe epithets produced. 


Pulk. In the ſacred canon, which, as you 
have juſtly obſerved, is the brighteſt mirror of 
the Deity, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called the 
true, the great, the mo/t high, the only wiſe, and 
the bleed Gop, each of which epithets deſerves 
a particular attention. To begin then with the 
firſt of them, namely, the epithet TRUE, , 


The 
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The beloved diſciple, in his admirable epiſtle, 
in which he delineates the perſon of Chriſt and 
the character of thoſe who have believed in him, 
bears a noble teſtimony to the Deity of his 
much-loved Maſter. Ve knw, ſays he, that 
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an under - 

landing that we may know him that is TRUE ; and 

we are in him that is TRUE, even in his $ox 
Tesus CHRIST. This, (or He *), 75 THE TRUE 
God, and eternal life +. 

That the ſacred writer hath but one object 
in view through the whole of the paſſage, is, I 
think, very obvious and clear, That the Son 
of CoD is that object cannot, ſurely, be juſtly: 
doubted ; and, therefore, the divine characteriſ- 
tic TRUE, as oppoſed to whatever is falſe and 
pretended, 1s, unqueſtionably, applied to HIM. 
Now, that the inſpired apoſtle ſhould cloſe his 
epiſtle with a ſolemn charge againſt idolatry, 
and, in the preceding ſentence, expreſs himſelf 
in fach a manner, as to lead his readers by 
taking his words in the moſt obvious ſenſe, to 
conſider Chriſt as the true God, if he were not 
really ſo, is not at all probable. Nay, I will 
venture to add, it is abſolutely impoſſible ; be- 

ing entirely inconſiſtent with the goodneſs of 

God to his creatures. | 

And, indeed, after the moſt deliberate me 

impartial conſideration of the text, it appears 

to me ſo ſtrong a proof of the Divine Nature of 
ky D. our 


® Oures, + 1 John v. 20, 
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our Saviour, that, to find any tolerable evaſion 
of it, requires A far greater degree of refine- 
ment in criticiſm, than the generality even of 
diſputants are capable of attaining. What then 
muſt the illiterate reader do? He will, if Chriſt 
be not God, and he take the words ; in their 
moſt natural and obvious meaning, inevitably 
fall into palpable errors, and have very abſurd 
ideas of that important and intereſting ſubject. 
He will neceſſarily be led to conceive of a crea- 
ture, in the character of the Creator, and be- 
come guilty of exalting a man, into the na- 
ture of God.“ 


Nxo. The text is, indeed, POR and obvi- 
ous ; and, I think, exceedingly pertinent to the 
point in hand. 


Pi. Aa no leſs forcible than the 
preceding one, I ſhall produce from the pro- 
phet Iſaiah. To us a child is born, unto us d Son 
is given, and his name ſhall be called THE 
MIGHTY GOD. Now this phraſe is certainly 
expreſſive of the character of him, who oxLY 
doeth wondrous things t; and, therefore, by be- 
ing thus applied to the Son of God, it muſt, I 
ſhould think, irrefragably prove his eternal power 
and Godhead &. 


Neo. Vigilius, WN aſſerts, that the 
Wore are * a Prediction of that authority and 
__ dominion 


* Ic is 6, t Pal, Ixxii. 18. $ Rom, i 1. 18. 
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dominion over all things, for his Church, to 
which Jeſus was exalted after his aſcenſion, and 
which he now poſſeſſeth at the right hand of 
God. But leaſt,” he adds, “by the magnifi- 
cence of theſe titles, men ſhould be led to ĩima- 
gine, that the Son held theſe prerogatives eſ- 
ſentially, independent, and underived, the pro- 
phecy is ſufficiently guarded, not only by re- 
preſenting this Sen as given (i. e. by God) but 
alſo by concluding with theſe words, The zeal 
of the Lord of best will perform this; plainly 
ſhewing from whom the Son derives all theſe 
eee 1 2 6 Cy uns 


Part. The explication is, 1 think, "Gr 
and unnatural, and by no means agreeable to 
the intention of the prophet; for the primary, 
if not the only deſign of the text, as evidently | 
appears from its connexion, is, by applying 
thoſe glorious. characters to Chriſt, . to make a 
full diſcovery of the glories of his perſon, or to 
ſhow us what he is in himſelf independent of 
any other. And, therefore, we myſt ſtill inf 
that the inſpired writer, by calling Jefus the 
mighty God, meant to declare that he was fo by 
nature ; and not merely, as Vigilius affirms, to 
point out the honour. to which he ſhould: be 
exalted, | 

Nor, does the clauſe which Vigilius urges as 
a proof of the juſtneſs of his comment, give 
the leaſt colour to ſuch a Poſition z it doth not, 


D 2 in 
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in my opinion, refer at all to the conferring of 
the titles, or the granting of the prerogatives, 
but to the production of the Child, and the 
gift of the Son. No, Neophytus, the titles of 
that glorious perſonage of whom the text 
ſpeaks, are abſolutely underivative, his prero- 
gatives perfectly independent, and his honours 
eſſential to himſelf,. 

He was in the beginning with God, and was 
God; 5 and, had he never aſſumed the human 
nature, or deen made in the habit of men, yet, 
being God by nature, he had an indubitable 
claim to all the prerogatives of Deity. But, 

the ſuppoſition that he was only @ man, to 
p him thoſe diſtinguiſhing appellations of 
Godhead, would be a moſt amazing, egregious, 
and unaccountable folly ! 

Upon the whole, then, our Saviour being 
given as a Son, though that unſpeakable gift be 
aſcribed to God, even the Father, is no proof 
that that is the baſs of his perſonal honours, 
nor any ſufficient guard againſt the aſcription of 
Deity to him, 


| Neo. A late celebrated illuftrater, however, 
thinks, that the words may be rendered he 
mighty God is my Father for ever.” 


PII. But how. exceeding harſh and unna- 
tural is the conſtruction of the words according 
to ſuch a tranſlation of them ! His name hall be 


called Wonderful, Councellour, THE MIGHTY GOD 
os L 10 
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Is MY FATHER FOR EVER, the Prince of peace. 

The very reading of the paſſage, by that tranſ- 
lation, is, I ſhould think, a ſufficient proof of 
its great impropriety, and of thy” extreme vio- 
lence which 1 is done to the text, 


Neo. According to the 8 9 
ment, the paſſage indeed, appears to me to be 
conſiderably diſtorted, and not to comport with 
what is the apparent intention of the prophet. 


PHIL. If, however, this text ſhould not, by 


you or others, be thought a ſufficient proof 


the above-mentioned propoſition, I ſhell ſub- 
Join, as a further confirmation of i it, the words 
of an apoſtle, 

Paul, ever folicitous to promote the eternal 
welfare of mankind, has, in order to attain ſo 
important an end, put us in mind of the glorions 
appearance of the GREAT God, and our Saviour 
Feſus Chrift*. In which words, the latter 
clauſe is, I apprehend, explanative of the for- 
mer; and the true meaning therefore is, The 


great God, even our Saviour, or, who is our 
Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, For, that they do not 


refer to the Father, muſt, I ſhould think, ap- 
pear evident to every unbiaſſed perſon who reads 
the paſſage with attention ; fince the great God 


is the glorious perſonage whoſe appearance is ex- 
pected, and that is applicable to none but the 


D 3 Lord 


* Tit, 1, 13, 
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Lorꝗ Jeſus Chriſt. The Father is never, in any 
part of the ſacred writings, ſaid to appear, but, 


on the contrary, is expreſsly declared to be in- 
viſible *, 

The Son of God, then, is the adorable per- 
ſon whoſe appearance believers expect, and who 
will, ere long, come in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory, Yes, Neophytus, 
he will, in a very little while, deſcend from hea- 
ven with @ fhout, with the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of Gd &; and then, all who were 
incenſed againſt him ſhall be aſhamed , and ever- 
laſting confuſion: ſhall cover them. They will 
then obtain a clear, but an awful, conviction, 
of the divine glories of our bleſſed Lord. 


Nxo. In the mouths of two ſuch infallible 
witneſſes, the truth of your propoſition, con- 
cerning the Divine Nature of Chrift, ſeems, 
indeed, to be confirmed in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner. And ſhould it be found a truth, how aw- 
ful will the conſequences be in that tremen- 


dous day, to every oppoſer of it! I tremble at 
the thought 


Phi. Awful, indeed, Neophytus ! Tongue 
cannot expreſs, nor heart conceive, the dread- 
ful conſternation which will immediately ſeize 

them at ſo. unexpected, and magnificent an 
appearance Oh ! that he, who alone can 
| ttʒeach 
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teach to profit * , would now give them repentance 


to the acknowledging of the truth t But to pro- 
ceed. 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called the moſt high, 
or, Which is an equivalent expreſſion, over all. 
The apoſtle of the Gentiles, enumerating the 
privileges of his country-men the Jews, among 
other particulars, adds, Of them, as concerning 
the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is OVER ALL, God 
bleſſed for ever t. Now this expreſſion, being ſc 
directiy in point, is, I think, a deciſive proof 
that Jeſus is poſſeſſed of that diſtinguiſhing cha 
racteriſtie of the Supreme Being. 


Neo. The above-mentioned illuſtrator, how- 
ever, thinks very differently from you in this ; 
and affirms, that the words may with equal 
propriety and truth be rendered, God, who is 
over all, be bleſſed for ever ; the former ſentence 
ending with the word came.“ And he further 
adds, that It affords an argument favourable 
to my conſtruction of theſe words, that it is 
uſual with the apoſtle Paul to break out into a 
doxology, or form of thankſgiving to Qod, af- 


ter mentioning any remarkable inſtance of his | 
Soodneſs.“ 


PRII. The 1 who take ſuch liberties 
with the holy ſcriptures, may make them ſpeak 


what ENG they pleaſe ; they may even me- 
tamorphiſe 


* Ifa, xlyiii, 17. + 2 Tim. Ii. 25. 1 Rom, ix. 5. 
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tamorphiſe any expreſſion into a different mean- 
ing“. But, would perſons make a proper uſe 
of their ſenſes, when. they read the word of 
God, and not receive the explications which are 
given of it, as they do their yain converſation, 
that is, to Gy, by tradition from their fathers + , 
they would immediately detect the weakneſs and 
futility of ſuch evaſions. Let us then try it by 
this ſtandard, You have a" bible in your 
pocket, Neophytus, turn to the paſſage, and 
read what goes before and after it. And 1 
have no doubt but you will find ſufficient reaſon 
to reject” ſo novel an illuſtration. 


Neo. The whole paragraph reads thus : 7 
ſay the truth in Chri N. T lie not; my conſcience alſo 


bearing me witneſs in the Holy GB, that I have 


great heavineſi and continual forrow in my heart. 


- 


For I could wiſh that myſelf was accurſed from | 


Chriſt, for my brethren my kinſmen according to the 


fleſh: Il ho are Iſraeli tes; to whom pertaineth he 


adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving. , the law, and the ſervice of God, and the 
promiſes ; ; whoſe are the fathers, and of whom as 
concerning the fleſh, Chriſi came wha i ts over all 
God 7 * ever, Amen t. ö 

HIL. 


10 «1 cannot god any ee * din, 3 tA Ynreg 


816 1786 , Cod be bleſſed for ever, I muſt, therefore, 
render, and paraphraſe, and i improve this memorable text, as 
a proof of Chriſt's proper Deity, which I think, the oppoſers of 
that doftrine have never yet been, nor ever will be able to 


anſwer.' .Doddridge' 5 fam, expoſ. note in loc. - 41 Pet. i. 18. 
2 Rom. ix. 1-6. 
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Pur. The apoſtle, you ſee, Neophytus, in 
the preceding context, expreſſeth, in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms, the pungent ſorrow of his mind, on 
account of his brethren the Jews; who! for 
their unreaſonable infidelity and perverſeneſs, 
were about to be rejected from their numerous 
and valuable privileges. Theſe bleflitigs of di- 
vine goodneſs he minutely recounts, and parti- 
cularly that capita} one of the produCtion of the 
Meſſiah from their nation; which he juſtly 
conſiders as the moſt invaluable mercy of all the 
reſt, In order, therefore, to enhance this, and, 
if poſſible, to give them the ſame ſtriking views 
of it which he himſelf had, he lets them know 


I that, this glorious perſonage; who, as concern 
0 ing the fleſh, or human nature, had his deriva-' 
e tion from them, was, notwithſtanding, in re- 
. ſpect to his Divine nn over als God bleſſe a 
mM fer ever. 

he 

ho .Neo. According to this view of the 8 
he the antitheſis * between the human and Divine 
he natures is preſerved, and the phraſe as concerning. 
25 the fleſh has a proper meaning; whereas, if the 
ll, ſacred writer had not deſigned to repreſent our 
Lord as a Divine Perſon, that ſentence, I per- 
I. ceive, would be highly 1 e, if not er 
2 devoid of meaning. : 

2 PHIL. Your remark is perfectly RET Neo- 
s of phytus. For to ſpeak of the derivation of 
+4 EN CRE 
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Chriſt, from the Jews, as concerning the fleſh, if 
he had no ne, would certainly be a 
groſs impropriety; and therefore, would never 
have been done by an inſpired writer. But, if 
in the laſt clauſe the apoſtle aſſerts the Godhead 
of his Maſter, which we apprehend 1 is ſufficient- 
ly clear, then the pole. is perfectly eaſy and 
intelligiblfſe. 

Beſides, toconvert, the words i into « a * ; 
logy, or form of thankſgiving to God,“ will 
by no means agree, either with the apoſtle's 
uſual practice, or with the preſent ſituation of 
his mind: Not with his u/ua/ practice, for, the 
dgxologies which we have recorded in the New 
Teſtament, . are generally, if not always, for 
ſpiritual bleſſings actually conferred ; and not 
for any thing which is parable from ſalvation ; 
and all the privileges enumerated in the preſent 
caſe, might, as the event awfully confirmed, be 
enjoyed, and yet everlaſting deſtruction to the 
perſons whb partook of them, be the -unhappy 
conſequente. 80 that this does not ert 
with the practice of the apoſtle at other times. 

Nor, permit me to add, does it at all agree 
with the preſent ſituation of his mind. He was 
exceedingly diſtreſſed, and in great heavineſs of 
heart, by the confideration of the dreadful ob- 


ſtinacy and perverſeneſs of his countrymen, and 


the view which he had of their final rejection. 
0 thats to ſuppoſe the apoſtle would, wh he 
Was 


8 5 Erh. i 111. 21. 2 Cor. 1 IX. 15. Eph. i * 3. Phil. 1 Iv. 20. 
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was thus over-whelmed in ſorrow, break out 
into thankſgiving to God, is not, in my opi- 
nion, at all probable; nor does it in the leaſt 
ſuit with that preſſure of mind under which he 
then actually laboured. | 

Upon the whole; according to the above 
cited illuſlration, the paſſage is evidently diſtorted, 
and its natural and obvious meaning totally per- 
verted. But, according to our view of it, the 
moſt perfect harmony appears throughout the 
whole, as there delineated by the Apoſtle, and 
the character of the bleſſed Redeemer is en- 
tirely full and complete, What I think deſerves 
further obſervation, is, That every part of this 
title, if our repreſentation of it be admitted; is 
directly calculated to refute thoſe groſs and car- 
nal conceptions which the Jews in general en- 
tertained of Chriſt. ' They thought, with your 
illuſtrator, that he was merely a man, but the 
apoſtle. tells them that he is Gop. They ap- 
prehended that he was inferior to the ancient 
fathers, but Paul affirms that he is OVER ALL, 
In a word, they accounted him to be accurſed, 
but the inſpired writer aſſerts want he is BLESSED | 
FOR EVERMORE. f 


Neo. I thank you, Philanthropos, for this 
elucidation of the text, It now appears to me 
in a very conſpicuous point of light, and, I 
think, ſtrongly marks the Divine Charadter of 
our bleſſed Lord, 


PHIL. 


p 
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Pr1t. I paſs on, then, to obſerve, that the 
divine epithet only wiſe is likewiſe connected with 
the name God when applied to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

The apoſtle Jude, in the cloſe of his ſhort 
but alarming epiſtle, has theſe remarkable and 
heart-reviving words. Now wunto him who is. 
able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy, to the ONLY WISE God our Saviour, be 
glory and majefly, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen *.. 

. Now that this paſſage has a particular refe- 

rence to the Son, and not to the Father, is, I 
think, ſufficiently clear, from the circumſtance 
of preſenting believers perfect before the preſence of 
his glory. For this is the office of our Lord only. 
It is the glorious effect of his meritorious death. 
He: loved the church, and gave himſelf for it, that 
be might preſent it To HIMSELF à glorious church, 
not having sror, er e or 0 ſuch 
thing +. 


Nxo. The latter text which you have quoted 
is, indeed, a ſtriking illuſtration of the former, 


and evidently ſhews that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is the perſon intended. | 


en, Ves, Neophytus, that he. is the glo- 
rious perſonage who is characterized in the above 
texts, will, I am perſuaded, be ſufficiently evi- 


dent, 
Jude xxiv, 25, + Eph. v. 25, 
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dent, to all who ſearch the ſcriptures with un- 
biaſſed minds. As to the epithet bleed, we 
have already obſerved, that he who is over all, 
is likewiſe BLESSED FOR EVERMORE. So that 

more ſeems neceſſary to add upon this 
part of the ſubject. 

To ſum up the argument hems nothing i is 
more plain and obvious, from che very face of 
the ſcriptures, than that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is often called GOD in the moſt abſolute ſenſe, 
and without the leaſt hint of the name being 
uſed in an improper manner, nay, even when 
a figurative interpretation of it would be mani- 
feſtly abſurd. And further, that the greateſt 
part, if not all the glorious epithets, which are 
diſtinctive of the Supreme Being from every 
created one, are, likewiſe, attributed to him. 
So far then, every thing is clear. 

Now, I would aſk, Whether, if Chriſt were 
not properly God, it be not highly improbable, 
that ſuch a mode of expreſſion, fo abſolutely 
declarative of Deity, would ever have been uſed 
by the inſpired writers? or, whether it could 
poſlibly comport with their characters as inſpir- 
ed, or even as hangt men? Upon any other 
ſcheme than that of Chriſt's proper Godhead, 

the New Teſtament, you muſt give me leave 
to ſay, though confeſſedly the invariable rule 
both of our faith and practice, is, of all other 
books that, I ever ſaw, the moſt unintelligible 
and inconſiſtent ! | | 
5 E Neo. 
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Neo. The queſtion you aſk, muſt, I think, 
be anſwered in the affirmative. - For, ſurely, if 
thoſe expreſſions were not to be underſtood in 
the moſt proper ſenſe, we ſhould have ſome 
plain and proper intimation of the contrary : 
But as nothing of this nature can be produced, 
the argument appears in fo convincing a light, 
that it muſt give a ſenſible ſatisfaction to every 
candid enquirer, 


Pair. I never doubted, Neophytus, but that, 
if there was any force in what I ſaid, you would 
perceive it as ſoon, and be as ready to yield 
your aſſent to it, as any one. And to hear 
that what has been already offered upon this 
ſubject, has given you ſuch ſatisfaction of mind, 
is peculiarly pleaſing to me, and will induce me 
to proceed in the proſecution with greater ala- 
crity and delight. 


Neo. I would always keep my mind open 
for the reception of truth, wherever it appears; 
and yield my aſſent in proportion to the degree 
and ſtrength of eyidence which is produced in 
favour of it. For this I am told, by a maſter- 
ly writer,. © is one of the greateſt principles of 
wiſdom that man can arrive at in this world, 
and the beſt human ſecurity againſt dangerous 
miſtakes in ſpeculation or practice.” 

As, therefore, the ſcripture aſſerts, in ſo plain 
and peremptory a manner, that Chriſt is God; 
and as all the diſtinguiſhing characters of Deity 

8 are, 
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are, likewiſe aſcribed to him ; I am, certainly, 


if under the greateſt obligation to believe it ; for, 
n were I, notwithſtanding this clearneſs of evi- 
le dence, to diſbelieve it, I ſhould, undoubtedly 
: act a very irrational part. 

d, | 


PHII. How glad am I, Neophytus, to hear 
you expreſs yourſelf in this manner! May you 
* ſtill continue to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chrift*. Grow, like the deep- 
rooted cedar, the branching palm, and the ſpiry 
fir; till you come, in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, 
unto the meaſure of the flature of the fulngſs of 
Cbriſi + | — f 
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DIALOGUE III. 


AVING already ſhown that the 
diftinftive names, of the ſupreme 
Being are frequently applied to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we will now, if you pleaſe, conſider 
ſome of the illuſtriaus titles which are given to 
him, and which, I think, with reſiſtleſs evi- 
dence, evince his proper Deity. : 


Putt. 


Neo. To hear thoſe enumerated, and their 
import pointed out, will, I doubt not, afford 
me a peculiar ſatisfaction; I beg, therefore, 
that you will immediately proceed te to the con- 
ſideration of them. 


 Pmax.. The titles, think; which are confer- 
red upon our Saviour, and which are recorded 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, are no leſs numerous 
than illuſtrious, A conſtellation of them is ex- 
hibited, within the 'compaſs of a ſingle verſe, 
by theevangelical prophet. WONDERFUL, 
COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, 
THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE 

PRINCE OF PEACE. * 
Now, 


* If, ix. 6. 
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Nov, the magnificence of theſe appellations 
of honour. is ſo exceeding great, that they can 
never, I think, be applied to any created nature, 
how exalted and dignified ſoever that nature 
may be. For, were they applied to the higheſt 
ſeraph in all the heavenly choir, the greateſt 
impropriety would, certainly, appear in the con- 
ferring of them; impropriety did I fay ? it would 
rather be the higheſt pitch of blaſphemy, and a 
daring inſult upon the Majeſty of heaven 

Can any created being, whoſe exiſtence is 
but as it were of yeſterday, be, without a groſs 
perverſion of language, called the Father of e- 
ternity * ? Can ſuch a being, with the leaft de- 


gree of propriety, be called the Prince of peace ? 
Surely not | 


Nuo. The illuſtrator before mentioned, ob- 


ſerves that, ©* Theſe titles may not expreſs 
what Chriſt is, but what Gop will manifeſt him- 


ſelf to be in him, and by him; ſo that, in the diſ- 


penſation of the goſpel, Gop, the wiſe and be- 


nevolent author of it, will appear to be a won- 
derful counſellor, the everlaſting father, and the 


Prince of peace. 


PHIL. But, Why may not theſe titles « ex- 
preſs what Chrif is? 


Neo. Becauſe if we conſider other in- 


ſtances of names impoſed by the divine direc- 


E 3 —7 Wand 
2 If, ix, 6, Heb, Sec Margin, 


tion in the ſcriptures, we ſhall find that they do 
not always expreſs any thing characteriſtic of 
the perſon on whom they are. impoſed ; but, 
that they were intended 5 be a memorial of 
ſome divine promiſe; or affurance, reſpecting 
things of a public and general concern.” | 


Pair, Very true. But what is the conclu- 
fion to be drawn from it.? Becauſe they do not 
always expreſs any thing characteriſtic of the 


perſon on whom they are impoſed, are we there - 


fore to conclude that they never do ſo? Is ſuch 
a conſequence fairly deducible from theſe pre- 
miſes? If it be not, and ſurely none will ſay 
that it is; then, the reaſon which you have 
aſſigned, is to no purpoſe, but muſt inevitably 
fall to the ground, 

Beſides, if you carefully examine the preced- 
ing and ſubſequent context, you will find that 


the ſacred writer is, profeſſedly, delineating the 


character of the long expected Meſſiah. Unto 
ws @ child is born, unto us a. ſon is given, und the 
government of the whole univerſe ſhall be upon his 


ſhoulder.” And then, in order to demonſtrate 


his peculiar qualifications for ſo important and 


extenſive a reign, he mentions the honourable 


nm glorious titles which we are now conſider- 

So that, to expreſs what Chriſ is, in him- 
ſelf and not merely *© what God will manifeſt 
himſelf to be in him, and by him,” is certainly 
the deſign of the NN in conferring theſe 


titles; 


1 


„ OO” 
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titles; and, if they are expreſſive of the character 
of Deity, which cannot ſurely be doubted, they 
evidently prove that our Lord is l of that 
glorious character, > 


No. But © if this name be fappoled to wah 
racterze Chriſt himſelf, it will,“ fays the illu- 
firator,” by no means favour the common doc- 
trine of the trinity ; becauſe it will make him 
to be the father, or the firſt perſon, and not the 
Sen, or the ſecond perſon.” | 


PRI. Whether, on that eden the 
common doctrine of the trinity be favoured or 
not, the Deity of Chriſt will, certainly, be clear- 
ly proved. Nor is the title Everlaſting Father 
in the leaſt contradictory to this; ſince, I appre- 


hend; it is chiefly, if not wholly, deſigned to 
expreſs, the paternal affection of Chriſt to his 
church, which will unqueſtionably be continued 
chrough the endleſs ages of eternity. 


NO. I am entirely ſatisfied as to the proper 
application of theſe titles, Philanthropos, and 


think them no leſs conſolatory than illuſtrious ; 


pleaſe therefore to proceed in the conſideration. 


of ſome others which may be given to Chriſt, 


PHIL. TRR Lonxp or Hos rs, then, is ano- 
ther of thoſe ſuperb titles, which are attributed: 


to our blefſed Saviour in the ſacred writings. 
The prophet laſt- quoted, exhorting the Jews. 
do refrain from a ſlaviſh fear of man, as a mo- 


E 4 tive 
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tive to enforce his argument, adds, San7ify the 
LorD or HosTsS himſelf, and let iu be your 
Fear, and let H1M be your dread. And RE ſhall 
be for a ſanftuary ; but for a flone of flumbling, and 
for a rack of offence to both the houſes of 1frael,— 
and many among them ſhall fumble and fall, and be 
broken . | 
Now, by comparing this declaration of the 
prophet, with what is recorded of Chiiſt in the 
New Teſtament, that he is the glorious per- 
ſonage ſpoken of, will, I think, be exceedingly 
obvious. For when the holy child Jeſus, was, 
according to the Moſaic ritual, brought into the 
temple, to be preſented to the Lord; good old 
Simeon, being influenced by. the Holy Ghoſt, 
declared, that HE ras ſet for the FALL and riſing 
again of many in Iſrael +. And the apoſtle 
Peter, being actuated by the ſame unerring ſpi- 
rit, affirms, that, though to thoſe who believe, 
Chrift is precious, yet to others, he is A STONE 
OF STUMBLING, and A ROCK OF OFFENCE S. 
To which declarations we may add another, 
which is no leſs pertinent than either of the for- 
mer. IT 1s WRITTEN, faith the apoſtle of the 
. Gentiles, behold, I lay in Zion A STUMBLING 
STONE AND ROCK OF OFFENCE | . ' 
From the application of this prediction, then, 
by theſe unerring writers, there cannot, you ſee, 
be the leaſt doubt, who is deſigned by the ſu- 


perb 


f. viii. 13-16, + Laken. 23=»35, & I Pet. ii. 3—7. 
| Rom. ix, 33» . 


not exhibit an irrefragable nf of * Divinity 
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perb title, The Lord of Hofts, as mentioned in 
the before cited. prophecy. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is, certainly, the perſon, on whom that 
illuſtrious title is conferred ; and therefore his 
Divine Nature muſt, I ſhould think, be clearly 
exhibited to us in that prediction. 


Neo. The paſſages you have quoted, con- 
tain an awful and alarming truth, with reſpect 
to the enemies of the goſpel, but, at the ſame 
time, they certainly ſhow, in_a conſpicuous 
manner, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, indeed, 
the Lord of hoſts who is * of in the pro- 
phecy. 


Putt. Almoſt ſimilar to this, is that other ex- 
alted and magnificent title of our Saviour, which 
is written on his Veſture, and on his Thigh ; name- 
ly, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS *. A title which, no doubt, is ex- 
preflive of ſupreme authority, and univerſal do- 
minion. Pregnant, indeed, with ſtrong conſo- 
lation to his faithful people but, it bears a ter- 
rible aſpect towards the wilful enemies of his 
laus and government. 

To which, permit me to add, as being ma- 
nifeſtly analagous to the foregoing title, that he 
is alſo called HER Lord oF GLORY 4. Now, 
if thoſe ſuperb and illuftrious titles be not ex- 
preſſiye of a Divine Character; if they do 


of 


. 8 16. 7 1. Cor, i ii. 1 
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of the perſon to whom they are applied; we 
ſhall, T think, be entirely at a loſs to know 
what doth really characterize the Deity, and ſuf- 
ficiently diſtinguiſh him from all created beings. 


For, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, the ſcriptures may, 


in my opinion, be charged with groſs impro- 


-Priety, ſince theſe are the very titles which he 
aſſumes as declarative of his nature, and expreſ- 


ſive of his ſovereign dominion. 
I hope you are now clearly convinced, both 


of the abſolute certainty of thoſe titles being 


given to Chriſt, and of the ſtriking evidence 
which they exhibit of his perfect equality with 


the F ather, : 


Neo. The numerous pi AO * the ſacred 


ſcripture which have been produced, I own, 


are, to me, ſo clear, and free from ambiguity, 


as applied to our Saviour, that I cannot, poſſi- 
bly, withhold my aſſent to them. 


Pnrr. The perſpicuity of ſcripture upon this 
doctrine is exceedingly great ; ſo that in the 


maintaining of it, no arts of criticiſm are re- 


quired, nor any ſubtle evaſion of plain evidence ; 


but only a brief collection of the almoſt number- 
Teſs texts, in which it is ſo plainly exhibited to 
our view. Whereas, in the oppoſing of it, to 
give any plauſible arguments againſt the texts 
produced, all the arts of criticiſm muſt be ex- 
hauſted, and the meaneſt prevarications made 
uſe of; the inſpired writings muſt be tortured 


in 
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in the moſt excruciating manner, to make them 
ſpeak what they never meant; and the greateſt 
violence uſed with the plaineſt, and moſt im- 
portant declarations. 
But I preſs on to conſider another of thoſe . 
titles which are applied to our bleſſed Lord; 
namely, that glorious and perfect one which is 
applicable to none but the Diety, TAE 
FIRST AND THE LAST“. Now, this 
title is, unqueſtionably, charaCteriſtic of him, 
who is the firſt cauſe and the laſt end of all 
things. Hear his own declaration: I am Tae 
FIRST, and I am THE LAST, and beſides me there 
is no God+. And again: Who hath called the 
generations from the beginning ? I the Lord, THE 
FIRST, and with THE LAST, I am he t. How 
God-like the exprefſions ! They are, ſurely, too 
ſublime to be uſed by, or affirmed of, any creat- 
ed being 

If, then, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſſume this 
title as his own, he muſt, certainly, either par- 
take of proper Divinity, orotherwiſe be account- 
ed a daring invader of the unalienable rights of 
the Supreme Majeſty. And that he doth ac- 
tually aſſume it, is, in my apprehenſion, unde- 
niably evident. J, ſays he, to his beloved, 
though exiled diſciple, am ALPHA AND Ontca, 
the beginning and the end. And again: I am 


Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, 


THE FIRST AND THE LAST FS. Neo. 


* Rev, XXII. 13. + II. xliv. 6. 1 Ib. xli. 4. Rev. xxi. 6, 
5 Ib. xxii. 13. 
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NEO. Theſe high titles,” ſome think, 
& are attributed to Jeſus with reſpect to the ſtate 
of glory, and univerſal dominion, to which he 
is exalted by the Father.” 

PHIL. That cannot be. For theſe titles can 
never, without the greateſt abſurdity, be attri- 
buted to any. mere creature, to what dignity ſo- 
ever his nature may be exalted. Beſides, that 
thoſe very titles, which are the diſtinctive cha- 
racters of the Creator, ſhould, notwithſtanding, 
be given to a creature, and that in the moſt ab- 
ſolute manner too, is highly imptobable ; and 
therefore can never, one would think, be ad- 
mitted by thoſe who make uſe of the rational 
faculties which God has given them.” 


Nzo. The ſuppoſition, is, indeed, very im- 
probable; if not abſurd. The illuſtrator, how- 
ever, affirms, that, “It is plain, from many 
paſſages in the book of Revelation, that the 
author of it conſidered Chriſt as a perſon ſub- 
ordinate to the Father, and the miniſter of his 
will, and therefore no ſingle expreſſion ſhould 
be interpreted in ſuch a manner as to make it 
imply the contrary. ki { 


Pull. We never aſſert, that Chriſt, in ai 
point of view, is equal with the Father. No. 
The illuſtrious perſon called Chriſt® is, we be- 

lieve, 


This name of our Lord is exactly of the ſame import * 
, c 


— 
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lieve, a complex ſubject, and includes both his 
Divine Nature, which is called the WORD, 
and his human nature, and mediatorial office ; 
on which accounts he is called the n/y-begotten 
Sen of God, Now in theſe two latter reſpects, 
he is, we allow, *©* ſubordinate to the Father, 
and the miniſter of his will;“ but that zthere- 
fore no ſingle expreſſion ſhould be interpreted 
ſo as to imply his Divine Nature“ is certainly a 
very ſingular, and, at the ſame time, a very un- 
juſt concluſion ; and evidently betrays the weak 


neſs or fallacy of that cauſe which it was de- 
ſigned to ſupport. 
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On the whole: Since our Lord is emphati- 


cally and without limitation called the fir/? and 
the laſt, and hath all the diſtinguiſhing titles of 
Deity applied to him; the natural concluſion is, 


that, either he is truly and without a figure what 


thoſe titles are expreſſive of, or, otherwiſe, he 
hath greatly deceived us in the moſt momentous 
things. But this can never be ſuppoſed of the 
faithful and true witneſs, being totally inconſiſtent 


F with 


the Hebrew DD (Meſſiah] to which it frequently anſwers 


inthe Septuagint. So the apoſtle John informs us, John i. 42. 


that Mio ow; being interpreted is 9 Xfisres (Chriſt), And 
its primary ſignification is the anointed ; oritis expreſſive of one 
inflituted to a certain office, or offices by unction; and therefore 


when it is applied to the Saviour of the world, it imports his 


being anointed with the Foly Cet and with pover, and muſt 
therefore certainly include his inferior nature, See Park- 
hurſt's Lex, on the words. 
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with the integrity of his character; and there- 
fore, he mult be properly Divine. 


Neo. You have greatly comforted my mind 
with the conſideration of this glorious ſubject; 
and My ſpirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour x. Me- 
thinks I feel ſomething of the emotions which 
aroſe in the mind of Thomas, on that raptorous 
exclamation of his, My Lord and my God t 

But I have another difficulty, which I will 
beg leave to propoſe before we leave this part of 
the ſubject, which is this: The writer of the 
book of the revelation,” it is affirmed, ** evi- 
dently ſpeaking of Chriſt in his higheſt capacity, 
uſes the following expreſſions. Theſe things ſaith 
the amen, the faithful and true witneſs, the begin- 
ning, or the moſt excellent, of the creation of God ; 
which plainly implies that, how excellent ſoever 
he may be, he is but a creature.“ 


Prit., Were the ſacred writer ſpeaking of 


Chriſt in his higheſt capacity, in the text you 
have quoted, the conclufion, I grant, would be 
plain and obvious. But this is far from being 
the caſe. On the contrary, it is evident, from 
the terms which he uſes, that he is not ſpeaking 
of Chriſt in this point of view ; they being cer- 
tainly expreſſive of his character as the Mediator 
between God and men, and point out his faith- 
fulneſs and veracity in the performing of it. 
The laſt expreſſion, indeed, ſnows that he has a 


created 
* Luke i, 47. + John xx. 28. 
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created nature, but that, we apprehend, is no 
way inconſiſtent with his having, hkewiſe, an 
uncreated and felf-exiſtent one, and conſequent- 
ly the argument is inconcluſive, _ 

The plain ſtate of the caſe is this: We al- 
ſert that Chriſt is God and man; the latter is al- 
lowed; we prove the former 3 the aſcription 
of divine names, titles, &c. to him.“ To which 


our opponents reply, ** Chriſt is conſidered as 


a perſon ſubordinate to the Father, in many 
paſſages of the ſcriptures, and even, in his high- 
eſt character, is ſpoken of as a creature, and 
therefore no ſingle expreſſion ſhould be interpret- 
ed in ſuch a manner as to make it imply the con- 
traty ;” namely, that he is in any reſpect equal 
with the Father. This, in plain terms, is to 
fay, Thoſe ſcriptures which ſpeak of the 
names, titles, &c. of our Saviour cannot mean 
what they ſeem to expreſs ; 3 he cannot be God, 
becauſe he is man. But by what rules of logic 
is ſuch a concluſion drawn ? It is certainly a cu- 
rious one, and, ſome may be apt to think, ſhows 
an amazing fertility of invention. 

There is however, one peculiar advantage 
attending the preceding general reply; and on 
which account I apprehend it is choſen by our 


adverſaries ; I mean, the getting rid of the in- 


ſuperable difficulty, of explaining the almoſt 
numberleſs texts of feripture which we produce, 
in favour of our Saviour's Deity, ** They are 
not to be interpreted contrary to our ideas,“ be- 
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ing given as a ſufficient reply to them all. But, 
whether this be not to free themſelves from a 
difficulty, at the expence of a moſt egregious 
and palpable abſurdity, viz. the exploding of a 
_ conſiderable part of the word of God, I leave 
vou and every unprejudiced perſon to determine. 


No. The perſons who deny the Deity of 
dur Lord, ought, in my opinion, to fhew, that 
for the divine and human natures to be united 
in him, is impoſſible, or that thoſe names, titles, 
&c. which are given to him in the ſcripture, are 
improperly applied; or, that they are not diſ- 
tinctive of the character of God. 


PHIL. Certainly they ought; for, we muſt 
then give up the cauſe, as being abſolutely and 
wholly untenable, But until that be effected, 
which I am perſuaded it is not in their power 
to do, the doctrine will, I believe, appear with 
a ſufficient degree of evidence, to thoſe who 
are ſerious, and will take pains to read and think.” 
It will, I doubt not, appear to them, as the light 
of the morning when the ſun ariſeth, even a mer ning 
without clouds *. 

Permit me farther to obſerve upon this part 
of the ſubject, that all thoſe illuſtrious titles of 
our Saviour, which have been mentioned in our 


character, are pregnant with conſolation to e- 
very ſincere diſciple of his, and afford a ſecure 


® 2 Sam, XLiii. 4. 


preſent converſation, being expreſſive of his real 


alylum 


Iu. 
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aſylum in the day of trouble“. May we, then, 
_ dwell upon them in our daily meditations, may 
ve de ſolicitous to know every title which our 
glorious Maſter ſuſtains, that our confidence in 
him may be ſtrengthened, our love to him be 
increaſed, and, by thus beholding his glory, be 
changed into a greater conformity to his moſt 
glorious and God-like image + ! 


Neo, Our converſation at this time, Philan- 
thropos, will, I hope, be greatly conducive to 
my ſpiritual advantage, and afford me peculiar 
pleaſure in my future reflections upon it. The 
glories of him whom my foul] loveth &, ſhall be 
the frequent theme of my future meditations, 
and I ſhall, I truſt, be enabled to grow up into 
him in all things, who is the head, even Chriſi t. 


Parr. That what you have now expreſſed 
may be the caſe with you, with me, and with 
all who love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity || , 
is my daily prayer, and I hope will continue to 
be ſo to the end of life. Time will not now 
admit of any further converſation upon this ſub- 
ject, we muſt therefore for the 83 bid a 
mutual adieu. 


1 DIA- 
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Ks HEN we firſt entered upon the 

8 preſent ſubject, you propoſed, 
Philanthropos, if I miſtake not, to ſhew, that 
the perfectians of Deity are attributed to Chriſt, 
and that he is. actually poſſeſſed of them. 


PHIL. That the perfections, even all the per- 
fections of Godhead, are applied to our Saviour, 
and in the moſt abfolute manner too, I hope to 
make appear to you in the cleareſt Tight. And 
if this beplainly atteſted in the ſcripture of truth; 
if the ſacred writings, which were given to be 
a lamp to our feet and a light unto our paths , ex- 
Hibit the GRBAT MEDIATOR in this point of 
view, his Divinity will, certainly, be an incon- 
trovertible truth, and ſtand upon. an impreg- 
nable baſis. 8 


Neo. If the diſtinguiſhing characters of 
Deity are ſhewn in ſcripture to be applied to our 
bleſſed Lord, it muſt, I ſhould think, be uni- 
verſally admitted as an indubitable truth, that 
he is, indeed, a Divine Perſon, 


PII. 


Pſal, cxix, 106, 
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PHIL. Yes; either that muſt be admitted, 


or the ſcriptures totally rejected. There is no 


other alternative. For, to ſuppoſe that theſe 
perfections can be communicated to any crea- 


ture, is the groſſeſt abſurdity. - If they are not 


communicable, they muſt be eſſential to him who 
poſſeſſes them; And if they are eſſential, *and 
affirmed of our Saviour, then he is, unqueſtion- 


ably, by nature Goo 


But, leſt you ſhould think that any thing is 
aſſerted without due proof, we will, if you 
pleaſe, inveſtigate the ſacred writings upon this 


important ſubject ; and, from the plaineſt de- 
_ Clarations contained in them, the truth of the 


propoſition will moſt evidently appear. 
Nxo. I ſha!l with pleaſure attend to the diſ- 


cuſſion of this argument, and freely mention 
any difficulty which occurs to my mind, while 
you are illuſtrating its various parts, 


PRII. ETEgRnTTY, then, is one of the eſ- 
fential, and incommunicable attributes 'of the 
Supreme Being, which can never be aſcribed to 
any created nature. It is 2/ential to him, whoſe 
peculiar prerogative it is, to have exiſted even 
FROM EVERLASTING +. For, if God were 


not eterhal, he would neither be unch 


able in his nature, nor perfect in his being.— 
And, it is abſolutely izcommunicable ; for the ſup. 
poſition of eternity being communicated, entize- 
e F 4 ly 


* Gal, i, 8. + Pſal, xc. 2. 
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ly deſtroys the idea which we have of it; fince 
that being who 1s dependent upon another for 


.exiſtence, can never, in the proper ſenſe of the 
word, be called eternal. 


E, then, to have an eternal exiſtence be the 
unalienable property of him, who was, and is, 
and is to come *, for any created being to aſſume 
this high prerogative to himſelf, would be a 
great, and manifeſt infringement upon the royal 
honours of Jehoyah, and amount to the higheſt 
blaſphemy. So that, were the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
only a mam like ourſelves, or, if he were even 
an angel of the higheſt order, if, in ſhort, he was 
not the m high God, to ſpeak of himſelf as hav- 
ing an eternal exiſtence, would be an impious 
robbery” or uſurpation indeed A robbery, of 
which we can never ſuppoſe he would be guilty, 
unleſs he were aCtuated by the moſt deteſtable 


principles. 


No. But ſome think that, — Chriſt may be 
| ſuppoſed to have pre-ex;/ied, or to have had a. 
being before he was born of the virgin Mary, 
without ſuppoſing him to be the eternal God.” 


Pur. Very true. But, even upon that fup- 
poſition, he muſt, I mould think, be ſomething 
more than a man, conſiſting of the fame con- 
ſtituent parts, and of the ſame rank with our- 
ſelves; © unleſs we can ſuppoſe that men | m ge- 
den pre-exiſt before they -are born into our 


world, 
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world. This is indeed ſo obvious a truth, that 
thoſe in general, who believe the pre- exiſtence 
of Chriſt, before his appearance among men, 
and yet deny his proper Deity, “ ſuppoſe him 
to be an intermediate being betwixt God and 
man, a ſuper-angelic divine ſpirit united to a hu- 
man body.“ 

But it is not merely Chriſt's pre- exiſtence 
that we inſiſt upon, but his eternal exiſtence, and 
if this can be proved, we have the ſtrongeſt evi- 
dence that we poſſibly can have, that he is truly 
and properly Divine. 


Neo. That I think is clear; and I long to 
hear the proof which the ſcriptures give of it. 


PHIL. I ſhall begin with the declarations of 
the faithful and true witneſs himſelf, whoſe aſſer- 
tions muſt, unqueſtionably, be deemed infallible. 
Our Lord, then, when converſing with the 
Jews, upon their expreſſing their amazement 
that he who was not as yet fi/ty years old, ſhould, 
notwithſtanding, have ſeen Abraham, made this 
remarkable — Before Abraham as; I 
AM*, 

No this aſſertion appeared to thoſe who 
heard it, ſo direct a claim to the name and pro- 
. perties of the GREAT JEHOVAH, that 
they thought it intolerable blaſphemy ; and ſo 
great was their reſentment againſt the aſſertor, 
that, though he was then in ſo facred a place * 

| tne 


% John vili. 58. 
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the temple, yet they took up flones to caſt at hin. 


Beſides, the ſtriking introduction to the words 


is deſerving of particular notice. Verity, verih, 
ſays he, which double aſſeveration, neither the 
prophets, nor apoſtles, nor, indeed, did Jeſus 
himſelf ever uſe, but when he would confirm 
truths the moſt important and the moſt oppoſed, 


Neo. “The meaning of the paſſage,” ſome 
think, „ clearly is, that Abraham foreſaw the 
day of Chriſt, and that Chriſt was the ſubject 

of prophecy before the times of Abraham.” 


PHIL. That is, I allow, the meaning of a 

ſentence of our Lord's diſcourſe, when 
be fays, Tour father Abraham rejoiced to SEE my 
day; and be saw it, and was glad*.. Which 
“ faying of our Lord is . illuſtrated by 
hat the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews 
fays con all the ancient worthies, nzme- 
ly, that they all died in faith, not having received 
the promiſes, but RAVING SEEN THEM AFAR 
OFF z** but, the paſſage in hand is by no means 
' ſimilar to the above-cited one, as will evidently 


appear by conſidering the context. For, upon 


the above affirmation of Chriſt, the Jews im- 
mediately replied, Thou art not yet fifty years old, 
and haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? To which our Sa- 
viour anſwered, Y:rily verily I ſay unto you, Be- 
Fro den way, Tam. So that the ſentence 
you ſee, is a direct anſwer nn 

ews, 


* John viii. 56. 
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Jews, concerning his exiſtence; in which, it 
ſhould ſeem, he has a particular reference to the 
name of the Supreme Being, which was made 
known to Moſes, when he was ſent to deliver 
the choſen tribes from the oppreſſive yoke of 
Pharoah : I mean, the glorious name, I AM 
THAT Il AM *; which, as well as the name 


Jenovan, is expreſſive of a neceſſary and ſelf- 
exiſtence. 


No. Little ſtreſs, however, it is ſaid, can 
be laid upon this, ſince, though the fame phraſe 
occurs very often in the hiſtory of Chriſt, cur 
tranſlators themſelves, in every place excepting 
this, render it by, I am be; that is, I am the 
Chriſt, It is uſed in this ſenſe in the 24th 
verſe of the chapter. F ye believe not that I am 
he, ye ſhall die in your ſms. And again in the 
a8th verſe, I hen ye ſhall lift up the Son of man, 
then ſhall ye know that I am he. T hat the words 
Jam in this place do not mean the eternal God, 
is manifeſt from the words which are immedi- 


ately connected with theſe ; then ſpall ye know 


that I am he, and that I do nothing of myſelf, but 
as the Father hath taught me I ſpeak theſe things. 


PRI. Admitting your ſenſe of the text a- 
bove quoted, the argument which we draw from 
the above-mentioned paſſage, to prove the eter- 
nal exiſtence of Chriſt, is not in the leaſt weak- 
ened ; on the contrary, * it ſtands as clearly 

| | | evinced 

Ex. iii. 14. 
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evinced from his manner of ſpeaking, compar- 
ed with the preceding and ſubſequent contexts, 
as if he had uſed that ſimilar expreſſion of the 


ſelf- exiſtent God, Before the day was I am he. 


And though the Jews frequently ſtrained the 
words of Chriſt, to make them expreſs ſome- 
thing which he never intended by them, yet 
this does not ſeem to have been the caſe in the 
preſent inſtance. For, though they were about 
to ſtone him as a blaſphemer, when he uſed this 
expreſſion, yet he did not ſo much as hint that 
they miſunderſtood him, but inſtantly rendered 
himſelf inviſible, and by that means eſcaped 
out of their hands. 

Beſides, that there is a great difference be- 
tween the expreſſion I am, in the text which I 
have quoted, and the phraſe I am he, in the pre- 
ceding verſes, evidently appears from this cir- 
cumſtance, namely, that the uſe of the latter 
gave no apparent umbrage to the Jews, for many 


of them are ſaid to have believed in him +, where- 


as, the former inflamed their malevolent tem- 
pers, and was the true cauſe of their atrocious 
attempts to ſtone him. So that, after all the 
repeated and wily efforts which have been made 
to invalidate the text, it ſtill remains a ſtriking 


proof, of the eternal exiſtence of our bleſſed 


Lord. 


| Neo. Its evidence is certainly ſtrong and 


forcible, and gives full ſatisfaction to my mind, 
bin! of 


II. xliii. 13, John viii, 30. 


„ hut a CC. ro 
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of what it is deſigned to prove. The familiar 


illuſtration of it which I have read, is, I think, 


quite foreign to the true deſign of the Speaker, 
and by no means agrees with the conſtruction 
of the words. 


Pait.. Leſt, however, we ſhould miſtake in 


a thing of ſo important a nature, our Lord has 
repeated, and reinculcated the glorious truth. 


In his interceſſory prayer, which he offered to 
his Father, previous to his bearing the divine 


wrath, are theſe remarkable words. And now, 


O Father, glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with 
the glory which I had with thee BEFORE THE 
WORLD WAS ®, 

From which paſſage nothing, I think, can 
be more obvious, than that the glorious Peti- 


tioner had an exiſtence, before the everla/iing 
mountains were ſettled, or the perpetual hills + 


were formed. If there be any meaning in lan- 
guage ; if words can convey any ideas; then, 
certainly, thoſe which have now been quoted, 

are expreſſive of the pre-exiſtence of Chriſt, to 


our world; of a glory which he actually en- 


Joyed before ever he tabernacled among men. 


Nxo. But ſome perſons affirm, that, © it is 
eaſy to explain the text which you have men- 


tioned, of the glory which was intended for him 
in the councils of God before all time. Nay 


this, it is aſſerted, muſt neceſſarily be our Lord's 


meaning 
# John xvii, 50 + Hab, iii, 6, 
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meaning in this place; ſince in many other 
places the power and glory which were conferred 
upon Chriſt are expreſsly ſaid to be the reward 
of his obedience, and to be ſubſequent to his 
reſurrection from the dead.“ 


PRI. Our Lord, however, ſpeaks 8 
of a glory which he had actually enjoyed, and 
not merely of a glory which was intentionally 
his; and indeed, if this only were his meaning, 
every believer might, with equal propriety, a- 
dopt the petition and uſe it for himſelf. But 
how amazingly abſurd, not to ſay blaſphemous, 
would it be, for any diſciple of Chriſt to pray, 
for the enjoyment of a glory which he actually 
poſſeſſed before all time ! Such an explication of 


the text, therefore, is, certainly, a perverſion 


of our Lord's meaning ; and, in my opinion, 
is doing very great injuſtice to it. 

Beſides ; the reaſon which is aſſigned for the 
ſupport of it, is not at all to the purpoſe ; nor 
has it the leaſt degree of force or conviction in 
it. For, that the glory our Lord ſpoke of, was 
only “ a glory intended for him in the councils 


of God before all time, cannot neceſſarily fol- 


low, from power and glory being conferred up- 


on him as the reward of his obedience ; how- 


ever, the neceſſity of ſuch a concluſion from 
theſe premiſes is, I confeſs, beyond the extent 
of my reaſoning powers, 


Neo, 


EO. 
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Neo. Chriſt might, to be ſure, have glory 
conferred upon him as the reward of his media- 
torial undertaking ; and yet, in a perfect con- 
ſiſtencey with that, have had glory with the 
FATHER before the world was. 


PHIL. Certainly ſo; and if you conſult the 
facred ſcriptures upon this head, you will find, 
that, they no leſs explicitly declare that our 
Lord had glory previous to his aſſuming our 
nature, than, that he hath- a name given. him 
above every name becauſe he did actually aſ- 
ſume it, and, in that nature, became obedient 
unto death, even the deatli of the croſs, We 
ought therefore to believe both theſe aſſertions, 
© nor ſhould any perſon preſume to deny the 


one, becauſe he acknowledges the other, till he 


has ſhewn that they are abſolutely inconſiſtent.” 
That Chriſt had not that glory before he root 
upon him the ſeed of Abraham * which was con- 
ferred upon him as the reward of his obedience 
unto death, and therefore was ſubſequent to his 
reſurrection, we readily grant. Indeed, this 
glory will, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, when the 
work of mediation is fully accompliſhed, be 
laid afide, that God may be all in all + . But the 
glory of which the text ſpeaks, was that in 
which he was rich, previous to his ſtate of hu- 
miliation, when for our ſakes, he became poor . 
It was that which he enjoyed when he was in 
e e the 


* Heb, ii. 16. + 1 Cor, xv, 28. 2 Cor, viii, 9. 
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the FoRM of GOD, before he took upon him 20 
form of a ſervant, © or ' was made i in the likeneſs of 
men * 

On the whole; thei import of our Lord's pe- 
tition in the above- cited text, IT apprehend, is, 
That the whole perſon might partake of thoſe 
divine glories, which for a while had been as it 
were eclipſed, and which he in his human na- 
ture had, as yet, never enjoyed, 


Neo. The paſſage is, indeed, a ſtrong proof 
of the pre- exiſtence of Chriſt, and ſeems direct - 
1y in point in the preſent caſe, | 


PI. Yes; theſe aſſertions of our Lord are 
full to the purpoſe, and it will be extremely dif- 
ficult for the oppoſers of this doctrine to over- 
turn or invalidate the arguments deduced from 
them. I will further add that, as Jeſus per- 
emptorily affirmed the divine perfection of eter- 


nity with reſpect to himſelf, it is alſq frequently 


| aſſerted of him by the inſpired writers. 


Neo. Be ſo kind as give me a fen inſtinces 
et un? 


Pr... The prophet Micah, i in a peddifticn 
concerning the birth of Chriſt, has this remark- 
able "expreſſion, His goings "forth have been 
Vm old, EROM'EVERLASTING +; or, accord- 
ing to the import of the original word, from 


the days eternity . 
Nxo. 


» Phil. ii. 6=9. + Micah, v. 2. & See Magin. 
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Neo. „This prophecy, it is thought, may 
be underſtood concerning the promiſes of God, 
in which the coming of Chriſt was ſignified to 
mankind from the beginning of the . -1 

Pat, By attending to the whole of the pre- 
diction, with honeſt minds, we may eaſily diſ- 
cern, that the prophet had ſomething more in 
view, than merely the promiſes of the coming 
of Chriſt, His thoughts were carried confi- 
derably further back, than even to the original 
declaration reſpecting the ſced of the woman. His. 
words are theſe : But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thouſands of Judah, 
yet out of thee ſhall he come farth unto me, that is 
to be ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlaſting. 

Now the contraſt, you ſee; is between the 
Divinity and humanity of Chriſt ; or between. 
what he then was, and what he afterwards 
ſhould be. With reſpect to his human nature, 
he was to come forth out of Bethlehem Ephratah, 
but as to his Divine Nature he exiſted from ever- 
laſting. So that theſe words of the prophet are 
a full and deciſive proof of what they were pro- 
duced for, that is to ſay, the eternal exiſtence of 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt. 


Nxo. But what do you apprehend the pro- 
phet means by the phraſe His goings forth ? | 


PHIL. His acts of grace and love towards his 
people ; his engaging as their ſurety, and e- 
G 


3 ſpouſing 
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ſpouſing their cauſe. And hence the apoſtle de- 


clares that, Grace was given us in Chrif Teſus 
BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN®, 


No. How comfortable the thought ! How 
charming the declaration ! The length of the 
love of Chriſt, then, paſſeth knowledge, as well 
as its breadth, and depth, and heighth + | 

Prit., Yes; and the antiquity of it ſhould 
often employ our cloſeſt meditations. 

But I paſs on to obſerve that, the Baptiſt, 

likewiſe, the glorious forerunner of the Meſſiah, 
bears a noble atteſtation to his Maſter's pre- 
exiſtent ſtate. After me, cried this meſſenger of 
God, cometh a man, who is preferred before me, for 
HE WAS BEFORE MEf, Which declaration 
muſt reſpect his ſuperior nature; fince other- 
wiſe it could not poſſibly be true; for, as to his 
exiſtence as a man, that was ſome months after 
John himſelf was brought into being. 
I am almoſt afraid of exhauſting your pati- 
ence, Neophytus, but as this point is of great 
Importance, in the debate concerning the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt ; I cannot forbear the introduc- 
ing of another paſſage, which ys and per- 
emptorily affirms it. 


No. 'So far am I from being weary of the 
ſubject, that to break off here, would be in ſome 
meaſure painful to me ; nay, would in ſome de- 
gree fruſtrate my expeRations concerning it. 


Pn1L. 
Tim. i. 3. + Eph, ili. 28, 19. f John i. 30. 
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Phil. The apoſtle John, in the very en- 
trance of his goſpel, affirms that, In THE UE- 
GINNING wwat the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Ward was God. The ſame was 1N 
THE BEGINNING with God®, In which ſen- 
tence, the Divine Nature of Chriſt is particu- 
larly pointed out to us, and, as a cogent proof 
of it, the ſacred writer inſiſts upon his eternal 
exiſtence. 


Neo. © The words which you have quoted, , 
interpreted in the moſt - literal manner”, it is 
faid, ©* only imply that the Word, or Chriſt, had 
a being before the creation of the world; that 
he had the title of God, or a God, and was the 
inſtrument by whom the sUPREME Gop made 
all things; but they by no means imply that he 
4 Was 


* John i i. 1. That Ey apa (in the beginning ) in this con- 
nexion, is expreſſive of proper eternity, may be proved both 
from the uſe of the word elſewhere, and the apparent defign of . 
the ſacred writer in this place. From the. uſe of the word 

elſewhere : God hath from the beginning (er apxys) choſen 

you to ſalvation, Which choice, the ſame apoſtle aſſures ug, . 

was made before the foundation of the world. Eph, i. 4. 
And from the ſcope of the apoſile's argument: His primary de- 
 fign is to eſtabliſ the doctrine of Chriſt's Deity z to effect 

which, he aſſerts, not only that all things were created by him, 
but that he himſelf exiſted in the beginning. And if he exiſt. 
ed prior to the creation, then he exiſted eternally ; for what... 

ever was before time is eternal, Now this the apoſtle is defign- - 
ing to prove, and therefore to explain the words in any other 

' ſenſe, would entirely deſtroy the force of his argument, But, 

when the phraſe is underſtood as being expreſſive of eternity, 

it is a moſt glorious proof of the Divinity of the Perſon ; and 


therefore the apoſtle allerts plainly, That «the Wong was COD. 
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was true and very Gop ; for magiſtrates, and o- 
thers, are ſometimes called Geds, on account of 


their power and dominion, in which, they re- 
ſemble God. Nay the derivation of Chriſt from 
the Father, and conſequently his dependence upon 
him, is ſufficiently expreſſed by his being called, 
in the 14th verſe, the only begotten of the Father.” 


Parr, If Chrift, or the Word, had an exiſ- 
tence before the creation of the world, he had, 
certainly, an eternal exiſtence. For, whoever 
believes the Moſaic account of the creation, 
muſt, I think, allow, that when the inſpired 
writer ſays, In the beginning, God created the HEA 
VENS and the EARTH *, he meant to include 
the whole ſyſtem of created beings ; and there- 
fore whoever, or whatever, ſubſiſted previous to 
that beginning, muſt have exiſted eternally. If, 
then, the Word had a being before time, or, what 
is the ſame thing, before creation began, he muſt 
be God naturally and neceſſarily, and not merely 


by office, ſince that term implies a relation to 


created beings. 

As to what is obſerved relative to the impro- 
per uſe of the appellation God, when applied to- 
the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe magiſtrates and 
others are ſo called, I have already replied to it t, 
and to add any thing further upon that head is,. 
1 believe unneceſſary. 


Nor: 


Gen.. 1. 1 See Dial, 2. pages 23—38. 
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Nor is that phraſe which you have mention- 
ed, namely, the only begotten of the Father, when 
applied to Chriſt, any proof that he is not God. 
For ſuppoſing we allow, which JI am willing to 
do, that it is expreſſive of derivation, and con : 
ſequently of dependence, yet, unleſs his Deity 
be founded upon his Sonſhip, the argument 
from the preceding words is not in the leaſt 
weakened, nor its force at all abated. | 


| Nxo. You apprehend, then, that the term 
Mord, as uſed in the above-mentioned text, is 


deſigned to point out to us the Divine NATURE 


PHIL. Yes; and therefore the ſacred writer 
declares, that, The Mord, and not the Son, was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us v. On which ac- 
count, he is, in the ſubſequent part of the verſe, 
called the begotten of the Father; and as no other 
man was thus begotten by the immediate agency 
of God, he is properly and ſtrictly the only be- 
gotten Sor; z or, as this apoſtle elſewhere calls 
him, The en of the Father in truth and love T. 
Notwihſtanding then we allow that the term 
ſon, imports derivation and dependence, and 
though we further allow that Chriſt, as a Son, 
has a derived and dependent nature; yet, as the 
Word, who was with God and was Gon, he 
certainly exiſts as neceſſarily and indepently, as 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, Hence this 
writer 


o John j. 14. 4 CI iii, 
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writer informs us in another place, that there 
arethreewho bear record in heaven, the FATHER, 
the WORD, and the HOLY GHOST), and 
that theſe three are one*. They partake of one 
glorious undivided nature, | 


 NxFxo. To me, what you have obſerved, is 

quite ſatisfactory. But the illaſtrator before 
mentioned ſays, ** It appears to him, that the 
apoſtle does not ſpeak of the pre-exiſtence of 
Chriſt in this place; but only of the power and 
wiſdom of God, which dwelt, or tabernacled in 
his fleſh.” 


Part, Nothing can be more obvious, than 
that the apoſtle does not ſpeak of a quality but 
of one who ſuſtains a perſonal character. In- 
deed, if this were not the caſe, the reaſoning of 
the inſpired writer, like that of the myſtic di- 
vines, would be mere jargon, and abſolute non- 
ſenſe. Take the bible, Neophytus, and read 
over the whole paſſage, ſubſtituting power, or 
energy, inſtead of the divine Name, WoRD ; 
and you will, I am perſuaded, immediately, diſ- 
cern the great impropriety of the illuſtration 
which you have mentioned. 


Neo. In the beginning was POWER, and 
POWER was with God, and POWER was God. 
All things were made by powWER, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made, In POWER 
= 3 1 was 


3 John v. 7, 
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1005 life, and the life was the light of men. 


And POWER was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, that is, the glory of 
power made fleſh, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth *. 

Why, this reading is groſsly abſurd, Philan- 
thropos ; and makes the inſpired writer, as you 
have already obſerved, ſpeak mere nonſenſe in- 
deed - This could never therefore be his real 
meaning. 


PHIL. Certainly it could not, For, if it were, 


it would greatly reflect upon the Divine Spirit, 


by whoſe immediate agency the holy ſcriptures 
were, confeſſedly, written. So that, while com- 
mon ſenſe is retained, all the arts of tranſpoſi- 
tion, and the ſubtleties of criticiſm will never, 
I believe, be able to invalidate the ſtriking evi- 
dence of the Deity of Chriſt, which ariſes from 
this ſingle text. 


Neo. Well might the great Teacher of his 
church ſay, Search the ſcriptures, for they .are 
they which teſtiſy of me +. To teſtify of Chriſt 
is, I perceive, their peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 
excellency ; ; and the teſtimony which * bear, 
is truly glorious. 


Pull. Yes, and I will add that, this is the 
true reaſon, why they are ſo exceedingly preci- 
ous to every believer, ſo that he makes them 

his 


* John i. . P Ib, V. 39. 
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his boſom companion“. And when opened in 
this view, they frequently cauſe our heart, like 
that of the two diſciples going to Emmaus, to 
burn within us, and glow with a flame of ſa- 
cred affection, 

But let us now proceed to confider ſome other 
of thoſe perfections which are afcribed to Chriſt. 
And the next which I ſhall mention, is immu- 
tability. Now this is certainly an eſſential attri- 
bute of the Godhead. It is the peculiar preroga- 


tive of that glorious Being, with whom is no va- 


riableneſs nor ſhadow of turning &. Let us hear 
the language of JEHOV AH himſelf upon this 
point. I am the Lord, I change not +. 

Indeed, his name JEHOVAH, being ex- 
preſſive of neceſſary exiſtence, is a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for the proof of his abſolute immutability. 
For, whatever, or whoever, exiſts neceſſarily, 
muſt, undoubtedly, exiſt perpetually, So that 
this perfection of the Divine BEIN, can ne- 
ver, without the greateſt impropriety, imagin- 
able be affirmed of any created nature. 


N xo. But is this perfection of the uncreated 
nature clearly applied to Jeſus ? | 


Patt. It is both appropriated by our Lord 
himſelf, and affirmed of him by others. The 
paſſage which has already been produced as a 
proof of the eternity of Jeſus, is no leſs a proof 


of his abſolute * When he calls 


himſelf 


Pſal. exix. 97. 98. $ Jam, i. 17. + Mal, ui, 6, 
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himſelf the I AM, which is nearly ſimilar to 
the name Jehovah, as it proves that he exiſted 
neceſſarily and eternally, ſo it equally proves 
that his nature knows no change, It ſhews, 
demonſtrably, that there is not with him, any 
more than with the Father of mercies, the 
leaſt variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. 

And the writer of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
being fully perſuaded of this truth, affirms that, 
Jeſus Chrift is the ſame, ye/terday, to day, and for 
ever ®, 


r Neo. Some think that, in the place which # 
8 you have mentioned, the apoſtle only means 1 
to expreſs the unchangeableneſs of the doctrine 5 
1 of Chriſt, as the connection of it with what 4 
- goes before and after, makes very evident.“ ' it 
A Remember them who have the rule over»you, who * 
, have ſpoken unto you the word of God, whoſe faith 5 
at follow, conſidering the end of their  converſation.— A 4 
= Be not carried away with * and . doc- 1 4 
* trines. 5 . 
PHIL. The context, ak properly conſi- 1 if 
2d dered, is ſo far from making againſt our ſenſe of 7 
the words, that, on the contrary, it ſtrongly . 
4 confirms, and fully eſtabliſhes it. The rulers, 7 
4 or. paſtors of the churches, were to. be exam- F 
he ples to their xeſpeftive flocks, particularly in 
* converſation. The believers were to conſider 


this wich attention, and to mark the end, or the 
| H | main 
* Heb, xii, 8. 


ing. 


* 
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main ſcope and deſign of it ; Which the apoſtle 
ſays, was Teſus Cbri „ the ſams ye/terday, to day, 
and for ever. 

| Now the glories of the perſon of Chriſt would, 

ſurely, be one of the chief of thoſe things relat- 
ing to him, which they would delight to con- 
verſe upon. And, as they knew well his Di- 
vine Character; as they believed him to be the 
unchangeable GOD, ſo they boldly affirmed that 
he was without variableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 


The preceding context, then, favours our 
conſtruction, and the ſubſequent one is equally 
as much to our purpoſe. Be not carried about 
with diverſe and range doctrines: ſuch as the 
denial of the divinity, atonement, and Offices 
of Chriſt, and diverſe others of a fimilar nature; 
which are as ftrange as they are different, being 
directly foreign to the form of ſound words 
which you have heard, and cordially received, 


Nxo. Your obſervations, indeed, evidently 
ſhow, that ſomething more is intended, in the 
laſt-cited text, than merely the unchangeable- 
neſs of the dactrine of Chriſt, and, I think, the 
invariableneſs of his nature is clearly exhibited. 


Pair. Another paſlage, then, ſhall ſuffice for 
this part of the argument. It is mentioned in 
the ſame epiſtle, and is directly in point with 
reſpe& to our preſent ſubject of enquiry, 


Thou 


an 


f 
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Thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the faun- 


dation of the earth, and the heavens are the work . 


of thine hands; they ſhall periſh, but THOU RE- 
MAINEST ; and they all ſhall wax old as doth a 


garment, and as a veflure ſhalt thou fold them up, 


and they ſhall be changed; but THOU ART THE 
SAME, and THY YEARS SHALL NOT FAIL X. 


Nxo. But it is affirmed, that theſe words 


are an addreſs to God, as the great Creator 


and everlaſting Ruler of the univerſe, but with- 
out any hint of their being applied to Chrift.” 


PHI. You have the bible at hand, turn 
to the paſſage, and read what goes before it, 


and I have no doubt but, by this means, you 


will ſee much reaſon” to believe, that there is 
not only a hint but ſomething more than a hint of 
its being applied immediately to our Saviour 3 


and, that there is, in fact, even a full demon- 


| fication of it, Begin, i you pleaſe, at the ſe- 


venth verſe. 


No. And of the angels he ſaith, IWho aaked 
his angels ſpirits, and his miniſters a flame of An.. 


But unto the SON he ſaith. 


PHIL. You obſerve, Neophytus, that the 


Son is the object who is now addreſſed ; and 


therefore, what follows, till we have one clear 
notice of the change of the object, muſt, cer- 


tainly be applied to him. Now read on, 


* Heb. 1, 10, II, 
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Neo. But unto the Son he faith, T}y throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever. And Tnrov Lord 
in the beginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth. 


PHIL. Can any thing be more plain, than 
that the laſt ſentence is a continued addreſs to 
the Sox ?. We may with equal propriety deny 
the former ſentence to have reference to him, as 
the latter, and with exactly the ſame degree of 
truth affirm, That the Sox is not addreſſed, 
when it is faid directiy to him Thy throne O 
God is for ever, as that he is not the object 

ſpoken to, when the- inſpired. writer aun, 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning, & c. . 


No. The apoſit, indeed, gives more than 


a hint, with reſpect to the application of thoſe 
words to our Saviour, and Ka to me at leaſt, 


demonſtrably proved, that Chriſt is the ſole ob- 
ject of the glorious addreſs. And, oh! how 
charming the truth which they extbit to our 


view 


PHI. Charming indeed May you and 1 
continually live under the power and influence 
of it! May we conſider the abſolute unchange- 
ableneſs of our adored Redeemer, as a ſure ſup- 
pert, amid the inceſſantly changing ſcenes of 
time; and comfort ourſelves with this thought, 
. That he RESTS in bis love * But 1 muſt for 
the pron bid you adieu, 


'DIA- 
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DIALOGUE u. 


N our laſt converſation, Neophytus, 
1 we obſerved, that the Divine perfec- 
tions of eternity, and immutability, were, in the 
inſpired writings, both appropriated by our 
Lord to himſelf, and applied to him by others. 
Let us now go on to obſerve, that omnipotence, 
is alſo claimed by Jeſus, in the moſt abſolute 
ſenſe, as being an eſſential, and unalienable per- 
fection of his nature. 


PII. 


Neo. Be ſo kind then, as to mention the 
paſſages, to which you refer, as the proof of 
your aſſertion, that I may depoſit them in my 
mind for my future conſideration, 


PHIL. After our Lord had healed the impo- 
tent man, who had been troubled with an infir- 
mity thirty-eight years, and faid unto him, Riſe, 
take up thy bed, and walk; the Jews, we are 
told, as ſoon as they were informed of this, 
perſecuted him, and ſought to ſlay him, becauſe, as 
they obſerved, he had done theſe things en the ſab- 
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bath-day. To which charge he gave this re- 
markable and ſtriking reply, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work *, He. does not ſay, 
My Father worketh zy me; but, I work in 
concert with the Father. I perform the ſame 
marvellous things, from the ſame underived 


power, and. by the fame ſupreme authority.” 


I might, with great propriety, in the proof of 


this argument, enumerate the many and ſtu- 
s works of Chriſt, as ſo many inſtances 
of a divine power; but, as I deſign to conſider 


them | in a diſtin& and particular manner, I ſhall 


wave them at preſent ; and ſabjoin only the 
teſtimony of an apoſtle, that Chriſt is ABLE even 
to SUBDVE ALL THINGS to himfelf+ . 


Nxo. To be poſſeſſed of a power to ſubdue 


all things, ſeems, indeed, to be too high for any 
created nature to be poſſeſſed of, and may there- 
fore, far any thing that I fee to the,contrary, be 


ſufficiently declarative of the omni prongs of 
Chriſt, 


Pu. And as omnipotence is claimed by out 
bleſſed Lord, fo is emniſcience too; I need not 
tell you, that, to know every. thing, eſpecially to 
ſearch the dark and mazy heart of man, is, ac- 
cording to the expreſs ofs do eclaration, of the ſcrip- 
tures, the ſole prerogative of the Gop who is 
above, I the. Lord ſearch the heart &. The 


ching of the heart, ate. is clearly appro- 
n priated 


., John v. 5— 18. Phil, iu, 21. 8 Jer. xv. 10. 
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priated by Jehovah to himſelf, as his peculiar, 
and diſtinguiſhing perfection. All other beings, 
how knowing ſoever in their nature, are entire- 
ly excluded here. For the heart of man is d- 
ceitful above all things, it has, as it were, ten 
thouſand ſerpentine windings, 0b CAN know 
it *? The queſtion carries a ſtrong negation in 
it, and-abſolutely denies the poſſeſſion of this 
knowledge to any created exiſtence, And hence 
Solomon, in a public addreſs to God at the de- 
dication of the temple, uſes theſe. words ; Thau, 
even thou ONLY knoweſt the hearts of all the chil- 
dren of men t. So that this is an Ses 
cable glory. 

Vet the SON of GOD, who hath his a; 
ſ ke unto a flame of fire, ſaith, All the churches 
ſhall know, that I AM HE WHO SEARCHETH THE 
REINS_ AND HEARTSS,,. Which declaration, 
is ſo direct and immediate a claim to the above- 
mentioned character of GOD, that, were not 
the glorious Declarer truly one with the Father; 
did he not properly partake of the divine per- 
fection of omniſcience, he might be deemed à 
bold and daring blaſphemer : For, our bleſſed 
Saviour, in the text now quoted, aſſerts his 
knowledge of the human heart, in thoſe very 
expreſſions which Jehovah himſelf uſed by the 
prophet, and he applies them in the moſt direct, 8 
and emphatical manner too, 


Hs 1 


„i Chron, M. 30, + Verſe 9. 8 Rev, U. 16.—24. 
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I appeal then, to you, Neophytus, and to 
every ingenuous and unprejudiced enquirer, 
whether, if our Lord were only a man, of the 
ſame rank with ourſelves, it would not have 
been the moſt palpable abſurdity, and impious 
blaſphemy, to have ſpoken in ſo divine, and 
God-like a ſtrain ? 


Neo, It cmi e But there are per- 
fons who ſay, that Chriſt being appointed 
the king and judge of men, has powers given 
him adapted to thoſe offices, eſpecially the 
knowledge of the human heart.” They further 
add, We ought not, therefore, to be ſur- 
prized at thoſe expreſſions, which ſpeak cf 
Chriſt knowing the thoughts of men * and Know- 
ing what was in man +.” 


PII. With reſpect to the above- cited text, 
we may obſerve, that, if the illuſtrious Speaker 
did not intend to apply it to himſelf, in the ſenſe 
in which it is uſed by the prophet; if he meant 
to ſpeak of the knowledge of the human heart, 
as a *©-power only given to him of GOD,” he 
ought, certainly, to have given us a dear inti- 
mation of this; ſince every reader, as the paſ- 
ſage now ſtands, is naturally induced to aſcribe 
to him, the ſame knowledge of the human heart 
which the prophet appropriates to JEHOVAH 
alone. And, therefore, if the power which 
Chriſt has of ſearching the hearts of men, be 


only; 


2 Matt, ix, 4 + John u. 25+ 


WOO % aa Www Www. Aw od. od. wm. ws 


p—_ 


3 po. 


— 


G. 1 - ko mw 


P 
a 


Dial. v. Asckrp ro CurisT., 93 


only a derivative, or a delegated power, his aſ- 


ſertion is extremely difingenuous, and amounts 


to a flagrant and palpable blaſphemy. 

The expreſſions that occur in the evangeliſts, 
which ſpeak of Chriſt's knowing the thoughts of 
men, &c, alſo certainly exclude the idea of de- 
rivative power, and ſpeak of it as being na- 


turally inherent in himſelf.” A bare repetition of 
the paſſages will, 1 believe, be entirely ſufficient 


to convince you of this. Jeſus did not commit 
himſelf to them, becauſe HE KNEW ALL MEN, and 
NEEDED NOT THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY OF 
MAN, for he knew what was in man“. Again; 


There were certain of the ſcribes ſitting there, and. 
reaſoning intheir hearts, and immediately, when 
Jeſus PERCEIVED IN HIS SPIRIT, that they fo 


reaſoned within themſelves, he ſaid unto them, Iihy 
think ye evil in your hearts + ? 

So that the power of knowing the human 
heart, which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt certainly 
has, is no delegated power, but abſolutely eſſen- 


tial to his nature; and, if omniſcience be a cha- 


racter of Deity, the texts above mentioned, in- 
dubitably prove the Divinity of Chriſt. 


No. They appear, indeed, directly to the 


point, and, with reſpect to myſelf at leaſt, give 
a full conviction of Chriſt's omniſcience. 


PHIL. We will paſs on, then, to conſider 
another perfection of our Lord, which is no leſs 
8 

* John ii. 24, 25. + Mark ii. 6, 7. 
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a proof of his being truly and properly God than 
the former; I mean his ubiquity, or being in all 
places at the ſame time, which property belongs 
to GOD alone; for, no created being can poſ- 
ſibly be poſſeſſed thereof; no angel ; no ſoul ; 
not even the human nature of Chriſt, can poſ- 


ſibly be in more places than one at the ſame. 


time, 1t being entirely inconſiſtent with the idea 
of a created and finite exiſtence. 

Our Lord, however, in his nocturnal confer- 
ence with Nicodemus, aſſured him, that, at the 
very moment he was converſing with him, he 


was alſo in heaven, His words are theſe. No 


man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came 
dawn from heaven, even the Son — who 1S IN 
HEAVEN“. 


Neo. But it is ſaid © If Chriſt could be in 


heaven, at the ſame time that he was on earth, 


converſing with Nicodemus ; it is plain, that 
his being faid to have come down from heaven, 
cannot neceſſarily imply that he had ever been 
any where but on the earth.“ 


Pat. We do not argue from the ar i 


came down, but from his being IN HEAVEN at 
the very moment when he was converſing with 
the Jewiſh ruler on earth, which amazing pro- 
perty we muſt ſtil inſiſt, can only be affirmed 


of HIM whom the heaven ef heauens cannot con- 


tain 9. So that this declaration of our Lord, 


taken 


* John iii. 13. 8 2 Chron, vi. 18. 
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taken in the moſt natural and obvious ſenſe, is, 
I think, a clear and deciſive proof of his Divine 


Nature. 

The fame ſoul- comforting truth is equally 
clear, from the various promiſes which Jeſus 
has made, of his ſpecial preſence with his true 
diſciples, in all their acts of ſocial worſhip, As 
when he ſays, here two or three are gathered to- 


gether in my name, there AM I IN THE MIDST of 


them *, And again; to the glorious commiſ- 
ſion which he gave to the preachers of the goſ- 
pel after his reſurrection, we find the following 
additional, and encouraging ſentence annexed. 
Lo! IAM WITEH YOU ALWAY, even to the end. 
of the world +. 

Now, were our Saviour @ man Ps theſe de- 
clarations are groſsly abſurd, and cannot, poſ- 
ſibly, in the nature of things, be accompliſhed 
by him. For, on that ſuppoſition, ſo far from 
being wherever two or three are gathered toge- 
ther, that he certainly could not be in more than 
one place at the ſame moment ; and therefore, 
if he was pleaſed at any time to viſit the Ame- 
rican colonies, all his worſhipping aſſemblies in 
Europe muſt, for a while at leaſt, be entirely 
devoid of his preſence, how earneſtly ſoever 
they might defire and requeſt it. 

Beſides, if he were only a man, whether he 
would ever be preſent in our world, till he came 
in the clouds of heaven, deſerves to be ſeriouſly 

| con- 
* Matt, xvili. 20. + Ib, xxviii, 20. 
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conſidered; and the rather, ſince he himſelf de- 
clared, a little before his exaltation, And now I 
am NO MORE in the world “*; and the apoſtle 
Peter afterward confirmed this, by ſaying that, 
The heavens muſt RECEIVE HIM, TILL the times 
of reſtitution of all things +. 
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PII. Certainly ; and to the beſt of my a- 
bility will endeavour to remove them. 


NO. With reſpect to the former, then, 
ſome think, that “if we conſider the whole of 
the paſſage, in which our Lord is ſpeaking of 
the great power of which his apoſtles would be 
poſſeſſed, and eſpecially of the efficacy of their 
prayers ; we ſhall be ſatisfied that he could only 
mean, by that form of expreſſion, to repreſent 
their power with GOD, when they were aſ- 
ſembled as his diſciples, and prayed as became 
his diſciples, to be the ſame as his own power 
with God ; and God heard him always.” 


. Prat. So far am I from being © ſatisfied” 

with the z/lu/lration which you have given of the 

text, that, after an attentive conſideration of the 

whole paſſage, I think it quite foreign to our 

Lord's true meaning, The efficacy of ſocial 

prayer is, indeed, ſpoken of in the preceding 1 
verſe, 
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verſe, when he fays, J two of you hall agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they ſhall aſh, it 
Hall be done for them of my Father wha is in hea- 
ven . And then he alligns a reaſon for it; for, 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the mudjt of them. 

So that his preſence being with his diſciples is 
plainly aſſigned, as the ſole cauſe of their peti- 
tions being anſwered ; ſince, it is by him alone 
that their prayers can be acceptable to the Fa- 
ther. Notwithſtanding, then, that that p-wer 
with God +, which true behevers have through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1s clearly pointed out in 
the preceding context, yet, that our Lord is 
really.prefent, and in an eſpecial manner too, 
where his faithful diſciples are met in his name, 
is equally evident from the laſt clauſe of the verſe, 
THERE AM I IN THE MIDST OF THEM, He, 
like a compaſſionate ſhepherd, feeds his flack in 
the moſt diligent and tender manner ; he gathers 
the lambs with his arm, and carrieth them in his bo- 
ſom, and gently leadeth theſe that are with young 1. 


Neo. The ſpiritual preſence of Chriſt with 
his people has, -I hope, been frequently verified 
in my own experience, He hath often brought 
me into the banquetting houſe, and hath ſpread over 
me his banner of love. But it is laid that, our 
Lord could not intend to ſpeak of. himſelf as 
the God wha: bearcth prayer, ſince he ſpeaks of 
n 1 the 


* Matt, xvili. 19, + Hoſ. xi. 3. f II. xl. 11. || Song. ii. 4. 
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the Father, in this very place, as the perſon who 
was to grant their petitions.“ 


PHII. Whether or no he intended to ſpeak 
of himſelf as the God who heareth prayer, does not 
in the leaſt alter the argument, ſince he ſpeaks 
of himſelf as being preſent in various places at 
the ſame time, which is ſufficient for the prcof 
of his omni preſence, and that was all I brought 
this text to prove. However, that our Lord 
meant to ſpeak of himſelf, as the God who both 
heareth and anſwereth prayer, is not at all im- 
probable, nay, I think, is pretty clear, from his 
aſſigning his preſence with his diſciples, as the 
cauſe of an anſwer being returned, 

He is indeed the God whom they frequently, 
and with ſufficient propriety addreſs ; and there- 
fore, if he were not really preſent whenever they 


met together in his name, they would be liable 


to that bitter ſarcaſm, with which Elijah mock- 


ed the prieſts of Baal, when he tauntingly faid, 


Peradventure your Ged is gone a journey *. 
What have you to obſerve relative to the o- 
ther paſſage Neophytus ? 


Neo. „ Chriſt,” it is ſaid, “who is conſti- 
tuted head over all things to his church, undoub- 
tedly takes care of its intereſts, and attends to 
whatever concerns his diſciples ; and being with 
a perſon, and taking care of him are, in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, equivalent expreſſions.” 

Pn. 


* 1 Kings xviii. 27. 
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Phil. If our Lord © attends to whatever 
concerns his diſciples,” he muſt, I ſhould think, 
be perſonally preſent with them. And this 
ſeems to be the meaning of the phraſe, in thoſe 
paſſages of the Old Teſtament to which you 
allude. 

For inſtance ; when Moſes gives us ſome ac- 
count of Iſhmael, he ſays, And God was wiTH 


the lad, and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderneſs of 


Paran *, Now, being with the lad, it is evi- 
dent, means ſomething more than merely ſup- 
porting him in being, ſince it was an effect of 
the promiſe of God, in which he expreſsly de- 


_ clared that he would make him a great nation +... 


It muſt, therefore, at leaſt, import a favourable 
preſence, or being ſo preſent with him as to bleſs 


him, and do him good ; to guide and preſerve. 


him becauſe he was Abraham's ſeed t. 


If, then, being with a perſon, in the language 


of the Old Teſtament, be expreſſive of the fa- 
vourable preſence of God, that the ſame phraſe, 
when uſed by our Saviour, ſhould mean no pre- 
ſence at all, but only the concern of ' an abſent 
perſon, is exceedingly ſtrange, nay, abſolutely 
incredible. So that, when the great Head of 
the church ſaid to his ambaſſadours, Lo I am 
with you, he certainly meant what the words ex- 


preſs, namely, a real and perſonal; though ſpi- 


ritual and inviſible preſence. 


12 Were 


* Gen, xxi. 20, 21, + Verſe 18. Þ Verſe 13. 
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Were I to take notice of the other texts which 
ſpeak of God's being with perſons ; particularly 
. thoſe which have a reference to. Jacob*, and 
Joſeph +, they would, I believe, be more to 
the purpoſe than the preceding one concerning 
Iſhmael. However, if that be admitted, thoſe 
muſt certainly be granted, 


Neo. © Chriſt,” I am told, © having a near 
relation to this earth, may even be perſonally pre- 
| fort with his diſciples when they little think of 

But, it is by no means neceſſary that he be 
nab preſent every where at the ſame time; 
ſince God may communicate to him a power 
of knowing diſtant events, — which is cer- 
tainly no greater power than God may com- 
municate to any of his creatures.” 424, 


Prir., This rematk is a mere nie + and 
therefore unworthy to be uſed dy A Lover of 
the Goſpel.” The“ power of knowing diſtant 
events, which we readily allow God may com- 
municate to any of his creatures, is a very dif- 
' ferent thing from the contents of the above- 
cited promiſe, and, conſequently, is no ſufficient 
reaſon for what it is defigned to prove; namely, 
I that it is by no means neceſſary that Chriſt be 
_ perſonally preſent every where at the ſame time.” 
On the contrary, we muſt ſtill aſſert, and think 
it fully proved, that, If our Lord were not per- 
fonally preſent, in different parts of our globe at 
the 


* Gen, xxviii, 15. IB. XXxix. 2. 
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the ſame time, he could never with truth or 
propriety, ſay to his miniſters, Lo I am with you 
ALWAYS; and therefore, the text remains in its 
full force as a convincing proof of our doctrine. 


Neo. I thank you, for thoſe pertinent re- 
marks, and will endeavour, . through divine. aſ- 


ſiſtance, carefully to treaſure them up in my. 
mind. 


Par, I will, upon this part of the ſubject, 
add only another paſſage, which is taken from 
the writings of the apoſtle of the Gentiles. 
Chrift, faith that firſt-rate miniſter of the New - 
Teſtament, is head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulneſs of HIM THAT FIL- 
LETH ALLINALL*, Which declaration is ex- 
actly ſimilar to that which GOD makes of him- 
ſelf, by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, as 
matter of encouragement to his people, and of 
terror to thoſe who are alienated from him. Car 
any hide himſelf in ſecret places that I ſhall not ſee 
him # faith the Lord: Do not I FILL HEAVEN 
AND EARTH &. | 

Now, if our bleſſed Lord were a man only, 
1s it probable that he would ever have uſed ſuch 
language as the above? He knew, perfectly 
well, what deſcriptions were given of Jehovah, 
as deing expreſſive of his nature, by all the pro- 
phets from Moſes down to Malachi ; and there- 
fore, had not he himſelf partook of that ſelf-ex- 


TS. | * 
2 Eph, i. 23. $ Jer, xxiii. 24. 
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iſtent nature, he certainly would never have aſ- 
ſumed thoſe God- like deſeriptions to himſelf ; 
nor, upon that ſuppoſition does it comport with 
the goodneſs of God, to ſuffer them to be tranſ- 
mitted to us in the volume of his wili. 


| Neo. That, I think, is clear and evident. 
For, a Being of infinite goodneſs would not, 
ſurely, on the ſuppoſition which you have men- 
tioned, permit thoſe declarations to ſtand upon 
record, in that glorious book, which he himſelf 
has given to be a lamp to our feet, and. a light un- 
to our paths *. 


PHIL. No. The great Jehovah, whoſe name 
is JEALOUSS, and who will not, on any 
conſideration, give his matchleſs glory to another , 
would never ſurely diminiſh his own eſſential 
dignity, by aſcribing his glorious perfections to 
a finite, created nature. 

On the whole, then, the ſum of the preced- 
ing argument is this, Thoſe attributes or per- 
fections, Which are peculiarly divine, and abſo- 
lately incommunicable, are, in the inſpired wri- 
tings, plainly and frequently applied to Chriſt ; 
fo that he muſt either be truly and properly 
God, equal with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, or the Bible muſt be exploded as a book 
pregnant with blaſphemy, and big with abſur- 
dity. 

You 


* Pal, Cxix, 105 F Exod, xxxiv, 14. 1 II. xl, 8. 
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You ſee, then, that, in almoſt numberleſs 
paſſages of the divine word, the eſſential cha- 
racers of JEHOVAH ; thoſe characters which 


are abſolutely and unalienably his own, are ne- 


vertherleſs, with equal perſpicuity, affirmed of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Which evidence is, I 
think, ſo reſiſtleſs, that we may ſay of thoſe 
who oppoſe it, as our Lord ſaid of the Jews, 
They would not be perſuaded, though one roſe from 


the dead 


No. The evidence to me appears remark- 
ably ſtriking, and my cold affections are greatly 
warmed with the contemplation of it. — Oh! 
the aſtoniſhing grace of the Lord Jeſus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for our ſakes became 
poor, that we through his poverty might be rich &. 

Rich in grace here, rich in glory hereafter, 
What heart of fie but glows at thoughts like 
[theſe 1} 


YouNnG, 
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DIALOGUE VI. 


ns I our preceding converſation, Neo- 

1 phytus, I mentioned the works of 
Chriſt, as ſo many evidences of his omnipo- 
tence, and conſequently of his Deity. We will 
now, if you pleaſe, proceed to a more particular, 
and minute conſideration of them, 


Neo. Nothing can be more agreeable to me 
than what you now propoſe. For, to talk of all 
his wondrous works *, and of the glorious honour o 


his Majeſty +, is, to me, a moſt delightful and 
refreſning theme. 


Pair, We will begin, then, with the work. 
of creation ; or the giving of exiſtence to every 
creature, Now, the apoſtle lays it down as an 
axiom, or ſelf-evident propoſition; That he who 
built all things is God t. And, indeed, the great 

| Jehovah claims this as his ſole prerogative. He 
ſheaks.of it in the moſt majeſtic manner, and 
as . * to Himſelf, I am the Lord 


that 
*Pſal. ev. 2. Ib. cxlv. 5. t Heb, ii. 4. 
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that maketh all things, that ſireteheth forth the hea- 


vens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad the earth BY M- 
SELF . 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, however, is, in many 


parts of the ſacred oracles, clearly. deſcribed as 
the great and original Creator of all things. 
The beloved diſciple John, in the very entrance 
into his goſpel, has theſe remarkable words. 


In the beginning was the Nord. and the Mord 


was God. ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; 
and without him was not any thing made that was 


- made+. Nothing, I think, can poſſibly be more 


explicit than this paſſage, to prove the omnipo- 
tency of our bleſſed Lord? 


Nuo. It ſeems, indeed, remarkably clear, 


and directly to the point in hand. | 


PHIL. Yes; its evidence is ſo forcible, and 


ſo obvious to the loweſt capacity, that, while 


the ſcriptures are of any weight or importance, 
it will ſufficiently prove that our only Mediator 
and Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was alſo 


the great, glorious, and Almighty Creator. 


The apoſtle Paul, indeed, enlarges upon the 


declaration of John, and particularly enume- 


rates what we are to underſtand by the all things 


which were made by our Lord. By him, ſays 
that choſen veſſel, were all things created that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and invi- 
foble, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, 
* If, xliv. 24, + Joh. 1. 1—4. 
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principalities, or powers ; all things were created 
by him and for him &. 


Neo. In that paſſage,” I am told, ** we 
have a view given us of the great and happy 
change that was made in the world by the goſ- 
pel ; for, by creation, we are to underſtand the 
new creation, Or renovation, in which ſenſe, the 
ſame word is uſed by the apoſtle, when he ſays, 
Me are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus 
unto good works +,” 


Pair, The evaſion is extremely weak, and 
will not bear a ſtrict and impartial examination. 
The proof which is produced, that by creation 
in the text we are to underſtand the new crea- 
tion,” namely, that the ſame word is uſed, 
in that ſenſe, by the apoſtle elſewhere,” is by 
no means ſufficient in ſo important, and intereſt- 
ing an affair, For, though we allow that the 
word creation, as uſed in the ſacred ſcriptures, is 
ſometimes expreſſive of the renovation of the 
mind; yet, that it muſt have the ſame ſignifi- 
cation in the paſſage which we are conſidering, 
is not, ſurely, a neceſſary conſequence! from theſe 
premiſes. 

Indeed, that ſenſe of the words ſtands fo 
plainly confuted from the face of the text, that 
the very reading of them is, I ſhould think, abun- 
dantly ſufficient totally to overthrow it. For, 
the creation of which Paul ſpeaks, in the paſ- 

| ſage 
* Col.i. 16. 4 E5h, ii, 10. 


Dial. VI. PERTrORMRD BY CHRIST. 107 


ſage above mentioned, certainly extends to every 
ſpecies of beings; rational or irrational, viſible 
or inviſible, in heaven above, or in the earth 
beneath. 

I would aſk then, How the angels, who un- 
doubtedly are included in things that are in hea- 
ven, could poſſibly be the ſubjects of a new 
creation? Since they never diveſted themſelves 
of their primitive integrity, but have hitherto 
kept their fir/t e/iate*, they could not be rein- 
veſted with that which they never loſt. 

Beſides, what {hall we ſay of the fallen an- 
gels? They are called principalities and potwers +, 
and are unqueſtionably included in the apoſtle's 


liſt; but how can the be ranked among new- 


creatures? The moſt obſtinate unbelievers, 
likewiſe, are among the things on earth, but they, 
ſo far from being made new creatures, ſhall be 
puniſhed with everla/iing deftru#tion from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and frem the glory of his pexver .F 

So that, if language can convey any mean- 
ing, if the book of God be not, like thoſe of 
the myſtic divines, perfect jargon, we muſt 
underſtand the words in the moſt literal ſenſe ; 
and, according to that conſtruction, the Deity 
of our Lord is demonſtrably proved from them. 


Neo. There is not, I clearly perceive, the 
leaſt foundation, for ſuppoſing the apoſtle to 
refer to a new creation, nor will it, by any means 
comport with the expreſſions in the text; and 


therefore 
* Jude vi. + Eph. vi. 12. 52 Theſ. i. 9. 
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therefore will never, I believe, be received by 
the impartial reader. 


PHIL. I will, however, juſt mention another 
ſcripture in proof of this argument, and then 
leave it entirely to your future reflections. The 
paſſage which I have in view isthis; Thou, Lord, 
in the beginning haſi laid the foundation of the earth, 
and the heavens are THE WORKS OF THINE 
HANDS *. We have already ſhewn, and I hope 
ſatisfactorily, that the words are ſpoken imme- 
diatel) of Jeſus + ; and, if that be granted, that 
he is the all-glorious Creator 1s doubtleſs ſelt- 
evident. 

Upon the whole; ſince the Gare ſcriptures 
uniformly attribute the work of creation to God; 
ſince to be poſſeſſed of creative power is the pe- 
culiar prerogative of Jehovah ; and ſeeing that 
the very ſame power is clearly aſcribed to our 
Lord, he muſt, certainly, be God by nature. 


NEO. So far, I think, is clear; and I cannot 
but rejoice in the ſtriking evidence, which the 
ſcripture exhibits, of the abſolute and extenſive 
power of our bleſſed Lord. 


Pr1z., It is, indeed, a ſufficient ground of 
joy; and the rather, lince, as he is the Creator 
of all things, ſo he is their continual PRE- 
SERVER too : as he is before all things, ſo BY 
HIM ALL THINGS CoNns1sT F. Every creature 
is continually and wholly dependent on him, 


1 and 
* Heb, i, 10. + See Page the 84. & Col. i. 17. 
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and obſerves the laws and orders which he, as 


the Supreme Governour, hath appointed. So 
that, were he to withdraw his all-ſupporting 
arm, the whole ſyſtem of the univerſe, how 
harmonious and beautiful ſoever, would imme- 
diately run into confuſion, and fall back into its 
original nothing. 

Further to ſhew that Chriſt is the Preſerver 
of the univerſe, the fame inſpired writer affirms 
that, He upholdeth all things by the word of his 
power *, The whole creation reſts entirely upon 
his all- powerful arm; and could no more con- 
tiaue independent of his ſupport, than it could 
at firſt have been the cauſe of its on exiſtence. 


Do you think it is at all probable then, that 


ſuch things would ever have been affirmed of 2 
created nature ? 


Neg. I apprehend not. Nay, ſuch an affir- 


mation would, in my opinion, be groſsly ab- 
ſurd; and therefore I think it not paſſible that 
the inſpired writers ſhould ever be guilty of it. 


Pair. True: It would be inconſiſtent, ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with their divinely atteſted, 
and' dignified character, But the doctrine in 


hand has no need to be reſted upon a ſeto ſcrip- 


K tures 


* \ Heb. 11 3. Upon this ariking paſſage I would obierve 
that, It is not the word %, Loges which is uſed, but 
eite rema; perhaps to ſhow that the Son of God upholds 
the whole creation by a mere word of his mouth; acting in 
the ſame all- powerful and divine manner as the F ather, which 
proves his equality and ſameneſs of nature, ; 
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tures only; the whole book of God bears teſti- 
mony to it. His opening the blind eyes, un- 
ſtopping the deaf ears, unlooſing the ſtammer- 
ing tongue, and healing the moſt inveterate and 
long- contracted diſeaſes, which was the con- 
ſtant employment of the Redeemer, and which 
is ſo fully repreſented to us in the Bible, is a ſuf- 
ficient, and an infallible proof of his Godhead ; 
eſpecially when we conſider that he did them | in 
his own name. 

" Thoſe inſtances of his power, aer to- 


gether with his abſolute authority over the moſt 


ungovernable elements, his ejecting devils from 
their long- accuſtomed habitations, and his raiſ- 


ing the ſheeted dead to life again, I ſhall entire- 


ly paſs over without enlargement. But there 
are ſome particular acts attributed to our Lord, 
which undoubtedly are expreſſive of a Divine 


Character, and clearly mark his proper Godhead, 
and which, therefore, I ſhall brieffy illuſtrate to 


you. T hoſe inſtances of almighty power, and 


divine goodneſs, which I have in view, are, the 
pardoning of fin ; the giving of eternal life to his 
people; the preſerving of them from all their ſpi- 
ritual enemies, and the nN e of the 
laſt day. f 


No. Noble acts indeed The very men- 

tioning of them enlivens my too much dejected 
ſpirits, and fills my breaſt with a ſenſe of the 
warmeſt gratitude. 


PHIL. 


L. 
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PHIL. To pardon ſin is ſpoken of by Jeho- 


vah himſelf, as an act peculiarly his own. 


I, even Lam he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for 
my own ſake, and will not remember thy ſins *. 


Vet our bleſſed Lord, in the days of his fleſh, 


faid to an emaciated paralytick, Sen, be of good 


cheer, THY SINS BE FORGIVEN THEE+, And 
when certain of the ſcribes, who heard the 
God-like expreſſion, ſaid, This man blaſphemeth; 


he replied, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ? 
For whether is eaſter to ſay, Thy. ſins be * 


thee ? or to ſay, Ariſe and walk.f. 


However, to convince them fully that the on 
of man had POWER ON EARTH to forgive ſins, he 
ſaid to the. W SATO object before him, 


Ariſe, take up thy bed, and go unto] thine houſe. 


And this power was frequently exerciſed. The 
inſtances in which it was manifeſted, often oc- 
curred. . Indeed, it extends to all believers ; for, 


a maſter in Iſrael urges it, as the ſtrongeſt mo- 


tive, to enforce the amiable diſpoſition of for- 


giveneſs, on all who have partook of the inva- 


luable blefling. Forgiving one another, ven 


as CHRIST FORGAVE YOU, % alſa do c &. 


Now, if to -pardon fin, in the moſt proper 


ſenſe of the expreſſion, be the ſole prerogative. 


of the God who is abave||, which I ſuppoſe none 
will deny; and if our Lord aſſumed and exer- 
ciſed this power, even in his ſtate of humiliation, 

| K 2 which 


* If, xiii, 25. 4 Matt. ix. 2=7, § Col. iii. 13, - 
* ll Job xxxi. 28. 
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which the ſcriptures abundantly teſtify ; then 
either his proper Divinity muſt be allowed, or 
his miſſion from God beentirely exploded. 


No. How pleaſing the conſideration, to the 
guilt-tormented mirid, that our Saviour can ſay, 
whenever he pleaſes, Son, be of good cheer, thy 
fins be forgiven thee! The phraſe is, indeed, 
God-like ; and, I think, would never have been 
uſed by him, had he not been truly and proper- 
ly Divine. 


PL. It certainly would not; ſince the de- 
claration, if made by any created being, as 
arifing from a power inherent in himſelf, would 
be fo daring an aſſumption of the unatienable 
prerogatives of Jehovah, as might be juſtly 
deemed an *©1mpious robbery” indeed ! ' 

However, in order to confirm and firengthen 
this, permit:me to add further, that the great 
Apoſtle and High Prieft of our profeſſion *, gives 
'ETERNAL LIFE to his people. And to give life, 
a divine, eternal life, is, undoubtedly, the work 
of God folely. The work of him alone, who 
faith and it is done, who commandeth and it 
ftands faſt, For nothing, you know, 'can'poſ- 
fibly give to another what it has not in itſelf. 
And as every created being, how exalted and 
glorious ſoever, is entirely dependent on the 
| great Creator, even for its continuation in exiſ- 
rence, ſo it can never poſſibly communicate an 
eternal life to another. 


Beſides, 


* Heb, iii. 1. 
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Beſides, there is not a ſingle expreſſion in 
the whole bible, where this important work is 
made mention of, but clearly conveys the idea 
of a divine power being exerted in the effecting 
of it. The ſeveral terms regeneration, creation, 
reſurrection, and the like, whieh are uſed to de- 
ſeribe it to us, all imply the exertion of an om- 
nipotent arm. To talk, therefore, of à mere 
man doing this, is, I think, to ſpeak in the 
ſofteſt terms, abſurd, and will always be con- 


tradicted by common ſenſe, A creature of a 


day give eternal life! A finite exiſtence confer 
a perpetuity of bliſs ! It can never be 


Neo. Is the ſcripture expreſs in regard of 
Chriſt's giving eternal life? 


PHIL. As explicit as poſſible, The great 
and good Shepherd himſelf, in different places, 
ſpeaks fully and directly to the point. My ſheep 


ſays he, hear my voice, — and I GIVE UNT0 


THEM ETERNAL LIFE *. And again he de- 


.clares ; As the Father raiſeth the dead and quickneth 


them, even ſo THE SON QUICKNETH WHOM HE 
WILL+. And, what I think. will put the mat- 
ter beyond all doubt, with every impartial, 
ſcripture-adherent- perſon, . is our Lord's per- 
emptory and glorious aſſertion to Martha, rela- 


tive to the raiſing of her much-loved brother. 


J am the RESURRECTION and the LIFE ; he that 


 believeth in me, though he were.dead, yet ſhall he 


K 3 live ; 


3 * Johg-x, 26. + John v. 21. 


6—— . — 
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live; and whoſoever liveth, and believeth in me 
ſhall never die. 
Now, can any expreſſions be Arvinger than 


.theſe, eſpecially this laſt of them ? Ts it pro- 


bable, is it even poſſible, that, had Jeſus been a 
man only, though endued with ever ſo extraor- 
dinary powers, he would have expreſſed him- 
ſelf in ſo majeſtic and divine a manner? Is it 
likely or credible, upon the above ſuppoſition, 
that he would ever have called himſelf the re- 
ſurrefion and the life ? Do any of the prophets 
or apoſtles, by whom God revealed his will to 
mankind, ſpeak in ſuch exalted ftrains ? Quite 
the reverſe, They were extremely cautious, 
upon all occaſions, left they ſhould even be 
thought to aſſume any power or glory to them- 
ſelves. In the name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, 
riſe up and walk t, was their language, when 


they were about to heal the nerveleſs cripple ; 
and we have reaſon to believe it was the ſame, 


-upon every like occaſion. 
So that, we muſt conclude from theſe decla- 
rations of our Lord, and others of a ſimilar na- 


ture, that he is realiy poſſeſſed of a divine, and 


almighty power. The ſervants of Chriſt, in all 
ages, like faithful guides, have ſhowed unto us 
the way of ſalvation ; but he, like a king up- 
on the throne, confers the invaluable bleſſing 
FA 

Nzo, 


* Jobn xi, 4. f Aa He, 8 AR nh, 37. 
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| Neo. The unſpeakably precious gift of eter- 
nal life, ſeems, indeed, far beyond the power ot 
a creature to beſtow, It muſt certainly, indi- 
cate the giver to be properly Divine. Such 
views of our Lord are peculiarly endearing, and 


make him indeed appear to be the chief among 


ten thouſand, yea, altogether lovely * . 


PHIL. Another act of Deity, which our 
Saviour performs, and is clearly expreſſive of 
a Divine Character, is, His preſerving his peo- 
ple, from all the deep-laid, and deſtructive 
ſchemes of their moſt inveterate foes. 

Hear his own moſt gracious declaration. 7 


give unto my ſheep eternal life, and they ſhall NEVER. 


PERISH, NEITHER SHALL ANY PLUCK THEM 
OUT OF MY HAND +, Now whoever reflects 


upon the power and malice of the Chriſtian's 


enemies; whoever conſiders that he wre/les not 
againſt FLESH AND BLOOD only, but alſo again/t 
PRINCIPALITIES and POWERS, the RULERS OF 
THE DARKNESS of this world, and againſt SPI- 
RITUAL WICKEDNESS in high places t; whoever 
underſtands properly, the combined power ot 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, will, I 


ſhould think, readily grant, that a Divine arm 


is neceſſary, abſolute ly neceſſary to 3% oa us 
from falling H. 


Neo. I have often, when refletin on the 
power of my ſpiritual enemies, and their ſeven- 
fold 


Song. v. 16, f John x. 28. 1 Eph. vi. 12. Jude ir. 
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fold rage and malice, been ready to ſay with 


David, 7 hall one day periſb by the hand * of thoſe 
mercileſs foes ! 


PRIL. Were it not that the grace of our Lord 
is ſufficient for us, and his frength made perfect 
in weakneſs |, we ſhould certainly fall as a prey 
into their hands. For the workings of fn that 
awelleth in us 4 ; the luſtings of the fleſh again/t 
the Spirit &; the powerful allurements of the 
world t; and the ſubtle devices of our adverſary 
the devil (a) ; have power quickly to ſtifle and ex- 
tinguiſh grace, if it were not maintained by that 
all- powerful blaſt which firſt inbreathed it. For, 
you may be aſſured of this, that no leſs a power 
is required in the perfecting or completeing of 
grace, than in the firſt implanting of it. 

The Chriſtian ſoldier, therefore, if he would 
not be vanquiſhed by his ſpiritual enemies, muſt, 
like David when he fought with the proud, and 

igantic Philiſtine, go to the attack in the name 
of the Lord of hojts (b), who is the Captain of our 
ſalvation (c). And who ever doth ſo, though in 
himſelf he be feeble as the crawling worm (d), 
and helpleſs as the new-born babe (e), yet through 
Cbriſt ſirengthening him (J), he ſhall certainly ob- 
tain the conqueſt. Thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands have, by the blood of the lamb, and the word 


＋ 
* x. Sam. xxvii. 1. 2 Cor. Xi. 9g. + Rom. vii. 20, 
& Gal. v. 17. 1 2 Tim. iv. 10. (a) 2 Cor. ii. 11. 
(5) 1 Sam. xvii. 45. (e) Heb. ii. 10. (ad) Iſa, xli, 14. 
(e) 1 Pet. ii. 2. (I) Phil iv. 1 
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of their teſtimony *, overcome thoſe powerful and 
malevolent foes. Nay, they bave been MORE 
than conquerers through him that loved them +. 

On the whole, to ſubdue the power of fin in 
the hearr, to counteract the numberleſs devices 
of Satan, to preſerve us from the ſnares and al- 


lurements of the world, and to preſent us fault- 


leſs &, without ſpat, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ||, 


| before the preſence of his glory, are acts which, 


certainly, none but Deity can perform. And, 
therefore, ſince theſe almighty works are af- 
firmed of our Lord, his proper Divinity is, I 
ſhould think, unqueſtionable. 


No. Ever fince I had the leaſt ſpiritual dic. 


cernment given to me, I have always thought 
that the Deity of our Saviour was a doctrine of 
great importance; but I never, till now, ſaw it 
in ſo clear and ftriking a light. If he were not 
poſſeſſed of a Divine power, how juſthppitiable, 
nay, how truly deplorable, is 'the fituation of 
all his carth-dwelling diſciples! * © 

But when we conſider that his arm is omni- 
potent; when we reflect that he is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings ; and eſpecially when 


we have a well · grounded hope of our relation to 


him, or intereſt in him, methinks we may 
adopt the apoſtle's triumphant language, Who 
Hall ſeparate us from the love of Chrift 1 ” * 


* Rev. xii. 11. t Rom. viii. * & Jude XXV. 
| Eph. V. 27» I Rom, vill. 37» 
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oh! how reviving, how conſolatory the thought, 
that, if we are his, neither death, nor liſe, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be ABLE to ctr; thy 
Jon the love of God. 


PRIL. To hear you expreſs yourſelf in fo 
pleaſing and heart-feeling a manner, affords a 


conſiderable refreſhment to my mind; and I am 


comforted together with you l. But we will paſs on 
to conſider another of the glorious works of our 
bleſſed Lord, namely, the awful proceſs of the 
laſt day. 

The final judgment of mankind, as well as 
their firſt being brought into - exiſtence, is, in 
the ſcriptures, aſcribed to God. God is judge 

himſelf f. And, indeed, to ſuppoſe that any 
being, who is-not poſſeſſed of infinite perfection, 
is capablg of performing ſo ſtupendous a work, 

is, in my opinion, very abſurd. For, to raiſe 
the ſleeping nations from their earthly or watery 
tombs; to place them all before the judgment 
ſeat; to manifeſt the ſecret thoughts of this vaſt 


aſſembly; to diſcover the latent wickedneſs of 


ungodly, diſobedient ſinners, and to proclaim 
and reward the ſecret workings of piety in thoſe, 
who loved God, and worſhipped him in ſpirit 
and in truth, are acts which undoubtedly re- 
quire an amniſcient eye, and an all- powerful arm. 

But, 


ver. vi. I b. i. 12. 1 Pal. I. 6, 
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But, though no leſs glorious a perſon than 
one who is Divine, could poſſibly be qualified 
for this important tranſaction, yet the ſcriptures 
particularly attribute it to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Nay, he himſelf ſpeaks of it, in ſuch a manner, 
as evidently proclaims his power and Godhead. 
When the Son of man, he ſays, ſhall come in his 
glory, before him ſhall be gathered all nations; 
and he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a 
ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats. And he 
ſhall ſet the ſheep on his right hand, but the goats 
on the left. And THESE ſhall go away into ever- 
lafling puniſhment, but the 9 into life eter- 
nal *. 


Neo. I Senn often read the account with a 
mixture of joy and trembling. Jey, when I re- 
flect that my Saviour, whoſe heart is love, is 
the appointed Judge. Trembling, when I think 
upon the exact ſcrutiny of that moſt awful and 
tremendous day. 


Pr1r, The inquiry will, indeed, be ſtrict; 
for, he will bring every work into judgement, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil|, and will render to every man according to 
his deeds + . But, the truly righteous, who have 
cordially received that righteouſneſs which is 
revealed in the goſpel from faith to faith], and 
have abode in Chriſt by the exerciſe of faith, 


lope, 


* Matt, xxv. 31. to the end. ll Eceleſ. xii, 14 
+ Rom, ji, 6. 1 Ib. i. 17, 
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hope, and love, ſhall, when he appears, hav: 


wn dd 


confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at his 
coming * . 
And whenever this great and long- expected , 
day arrives; when the LoRD HIMSELF ſpall de- 2 
ſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of n 
the arch-angel and the trump of GodF, his divine k 
and uncreated glories will, I doubt not, beam hs 
forth, in the moſt cheifpicuoun manner, to the U 
amazement of goſpel-deſpiſing ſinners, and the h 
inexpreſſible joy of real ſaints. His true cha- t 
racter will then indeed be manifeſted, and every f 
eye ſhall ſee bim t. But 
Oh ! how unlike 1 
The babe at Bethle*'m ! how unlike the man C 
That groaned on Calvary !—Yet he it is; — 
T hat man of ſorrows ! O how chang'd ! what pomp / P 
In grandeur terrible all heaven deſcends ! * 
And gods, ambitious, triumph in his train. * 
Vous. e 
Amazing period ! The day now breaks which n 
never more ſhall cloſe. Our God appears in te 
his higheſt grandeur, and nature, univerſal na- 
ture, is convulſed at his approach. Where d 
Oh ! where ſhall the guilty fly for ſhelter? To by 
which of the ſaints will they turn? Alas! their 5 
cries are vain, The Judge is now inexorable. * 
The ſentence irreverſible. But may you, and 4 
I, build our eternal hopes upon that foundation * 
which God himſelf has laid in Zion l. Then, * 
| | though 8 
*'x Ichn ii. 28. 5 1 Theſ. iv. 16. 1 Rev. i. 7. f. 


ll Ifa, XXViit. 16. 
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though ruin drive her ploughſhare o'er creation, 
though rocks eternal pour their melted braſs, 
nay, though ſtars and ſuns are ſwept aſide, yet 
we ſhall ſtand entirely undiſmayed, Yes, we 
may then behold the moſt horrible convulſions 
of expiring nature, with the greateſt and moſt 
undiſturbed compoſure ; and, to render our fe- 
licity abſolutely complete, we ſhall hear the 
heart-reviving ſentence, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the 


foundation of the world * . 


Thus I have endeavoured to lay before you 
a brief ſpecimen of the works of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and, if theſe moſt glorious acts were, 
really performed by him, either he is a Divine 
Perſon, and truly God, or otherwile there is no 
certain diſtinction between a created and an un- 
created nature; ſince they are the very identical 
characters by which the Supreme Being hath 
manifeſted his divine and unrivalled glory un- 
to us. 


Neo. They ſeem, indeed, to be ſufficiently 
diſtinctive of the Divine Character of Jeſus, 
and will, I hope, in future, be the ſubject of my 
frequent meditations. Encouraged by theſe 
moſt glorious diſcoveries of his nature, I would | 
commit the keeping of my ſoul to him in well doing, 
at unto a faithful Creator ; not in the leaſt doubt- 
ing, but that he who hath delivered my ſoul 
from death, will alfo preſerve my feet from 


falling . L DIA- 


Matt, Av. 34. + I Pet, iv. 19. 1 Pſal, Ivi, 13. 
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DIALOGUE VII. | 
US | 


Pair, I HAVE juſt been reading the grand 

* TK and majeſtic deſcription of our Lord, 
which is given by the beloved diſciple, in the 
beginning of his Revelation, and as it has 
ſtruck my own mind in a peculiar manner, 
you will give me leave briefly to repeat it to 
YOu. 


Neo. Certainly ; and I ſhall attend to it 
with pleaſure. 6 


Pail. I ſaw, ſays that highly- favoured per- 

ſon, one /ike unto the Sen of man, cloathed with a 
garment down to the faot, and girt about the breaſt E 
with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs were 
white like wool, as white as ſnow ; and his eyes 
were as a flame of fire. His feet were like unto fine 
| braſs, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice 
MH as the ſound of many waters. And he had in his 
| right hand ſeven flars; and out of his mouth * a 
_ | ſharp 
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ſharp two-edged ſword, and his countenance was as 
the ſun when he ſhineth in his flrength.—And he 


ſaid unto me, Fear not; I am the firſt and the laſt. 


I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I 


am alive for evermore, Amen; and hove the keys of 
hell and of death *. 


Neo. I ſhould be glad, if, after having thus 
drawn the admirable portrait of Jeſus, from the 
volume of inſpiration, you would farther in- 
dulge me with your own reflections upon it. 


PHIL. My thoughts, upon reading the paſ- 
ſage this morning, were ſuch as theſe.— How 
amazingly reſplendent and majeſtic the appear- 
ance ! Who can view it, though but with the 
eye of faith, and through the teleſcope of the. 
word, and not be ſtruck with the deepeſt re- 
verence, and moſt humble admiration ! Every, 
even the minuteſt circumſtance, ſeems de- 
ſigned to convey ſome important leſſon for our 
fpiritual inſtruction in the my/teries of the kingdom 
of God t. Surely none can attentively conſider 
this glorious portrait, which, in many inſtances, 
is ſo exactly ſimilar to that of THE ANTI- 
ENT OF DAYS +, without perceiving and 
admiring the majeſtic features of Deity, therein 
fo conſpicuouſly diſplayed ! And as the linea- 
ments are of ſo divine a nature, the intention of 
their being thus publicly exhibited, is, That 
our es may be impreſſed with. a proper ve- 


2 neration | 


Rev. i. 12.—19. . Matt, xiii. It, + Dan, vii, 9, 10, 
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neration and eſteem for that auguſt and ami- 
able character; and conſequently, that behold- 
ing him in this point of view, we may be in- 


duced to pay him our moſt humble and devout 


adoration. 

Theſe reflections, and others nearly fimilar to 
them, aroſe ſpontaneouſly in my mind, upon 
peruſing the above-mentioned paſſage. 


No. But J am told, that giving divine ho- 
nours to Jeſus Chriſt, is the ido/atrous worſhip 
of a creature, and an antichriftian corruption of 
the goſpel.” As, therefore, to be well acquaint- 
ed with the proper object of worſhip is doubt - 
leſs a point of great importance; as it appears 
to me to enter into the very eſextials of chriſti- 
anity, I could wiſh, as we have now a conve- 
nient opportunity, that you would a little en- 
large upon ſo intereſting a ſubject, that I may 
gain a more clear and diſtinct idea concerning it, 


Pull. That I will do with the greateſt plea- 
fure ; and the rather, ſince the honours which 
are required to be given to our Lord, and which 
have been and ſtill are paid. to him, both on 
earth and in heaven, certainly evidence that he 


is truly GOD. For, the firſt and great com- 


mandment, Thou ſhalt have no other gods before 
me *, certainly excludes every being from 1 
ing religious worſhip given to it, but the g 
J EHOVAH, the ever-bleſſed Three, the one 
living 


* „ Exod, XX. 3. 
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living and true God. For, the plain meaning 
of the above precept is, Thou ſhalt have no 
other object of worſhip upon which thou ſhalt- 


place a religious dependence, or to 4 thou 
ſhalt pay religious honours.” 


Divine worſhip, then, is the ſole prerogative 
of HIM, in whom we live, move, and have our 


being *, Hence the Jewiſh prophet declares,. 
The LORD our Gad is one Lonp $; and adds, 

Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, 
and ſhalt fwear by his name+. And a greater 
than Moſes, even our Saviour himſelf, hath 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy Gad, and HIM 
ONLY halt thou ſerve t. To which declarations 
L will add. that of the angel, mentioned in the 


L 3. | book. 


Acts xvii. 28, 5 Deut. vi. 4. This text is certainly 
expreſſive both of the Divine Unity, and Plurality, For, as 
MN Feve, Jehovah, or Lord, indicates the neceſſary exiſtence 
of the Divine. Efſence, ſo g Aleim, being plural, muſt 
expreſs a diſtinct ion in that Eſſence; ſuch a diſtinction as that, 
perſonal characters may be borne by them, and perſonal actions 
performed by them. Aleim, therefore, conveying the idea of 
plurality to Jews, it is with great propriety that Moſes informs 
them that 2beſe are one Jehovah. And without the paſſage be 
underſtood in this paint of view, the ſacred writer is certainly 
guilty of groſs tautology, and, in fact, declares no more than 
That one is one; or That the Divine Being is the Divine Be- 
ing; a declaration altogether unworthy of an inſpired writer. 
But taking the word Aleim in the above ſenſe, as expreſſing 
a plurality, the text is exceedingly well adapted to correct any 
erroneous notions which they might have formed, as though 
it were inconſiſtent, with the Divine Unity; which the ac- 
curate hiſtorian declares is not the caſe, but on the contrary 
_—_— Our Aleim is one Jehorah. Verſe 13. 1 Matt. 

„ 10. * | g 
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book of the revelation, Who, when John fell at 
bis feet to worſhip him, abſolutely refuſed: to re- 
ceive even ſo much as the outward act of ado- 
ration; and gave this reaſon for it, I am thy fel- 
loꝛu- ſervant - Woxs nu GO D*. So that, 
whatſoever is not truly GOD by nature; what- 
ever is not abſolutely Supreme, and poſſeſſed ot 
infinite, uncreated, or underivative perfections, 
cannot, without a flagrant breach of the above- 
cited precepts, have divine, or regious honours 
attributed to it. 

If, then, it can be proved, that ſuch honours 
are commanded to be given to JESUS, and al- 
fo that they have in all ages been actually paid 
to him, by the wiſeſt and beſt of men, it will, 
certainly, be a ſtrong additional evidence of his 
true and proper Divinity, For, were he a crea- 
ture only, though of the higheſt rank, the wor- 
ſhip of him would be abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the leading and fundamental principle, both of 
the law and goſpel. 


No. What ſeriptural authority have you, 
for the worſhipping of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Pair, If we conſult the book of God upon 
this ſubject, as we ſhould upon every thing re- 
lating to divine truths, we ſhall find precepts 
and examples enow, not only to countenance, but 
fully and clearly to efabli/b, the much-deſpiſed, 
and by many, exploded practice, * 


Rev. Xx. 10. 


. — _ 


.- 


Dial. VII. Givzx To Carr. 127 


The Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking of the King of 
Zion, that is, the promiſed Meſſiah, by the 
mouth of his ſervant David, faith, He is thy 
LORD, and worſhip thou HIM *, And the a- 
poſtle Paul, who was doubtleſs actuated by 
the ſame unerring Spirit, ſpeaks exactly to the 
ſame purpoſe, and in nearly the ſame words 
too. N ben he bringeth in the firſt-begotten into 
the world, he ſaith, And LET ALL THE ANGELS. 
or GoD worsHiP HIM +, Now what pre- 
cepts can poſſibly be more explicit, or forcible 
than theſe ? They are no leſs clear and ex 
than the preceding ones which we have already 
noticed; and therefore certainly require our 
implicit and unreſerved obedience, So that, we 


do not, you ſee, maintain that religious worſhip 


1s to be given to Chriſt, upon the foundation 
of ſynods and councils, but from the plain light 
of divine revelation. God himſelf has told us 
ſo in the moſt obvious declarations. 


Neo. But it is ſaid, that, © the Greek word, 


which, in the laſt- mentioned paſſage, is render- 
ed worſhip, is frequently uſed to expreſs a very 
high degree of reſpect ; but ſuch as may be 


lawfully paid to men of a proper character and 


rank, as when a ſervant, in one of our Sa- 
viour's parables, is ſaid to have fallen down 


and worſhipped his maſter, ſaying, Have patience 


with me, and I will pay thee all; where certainly 
diving worſhip could not be meant,” | 
PHIL. 
* Pſal, xIV, II. + Heb. i, 6. 
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PHIL. Very true. But, allowing the full 
force of the objection, as you have now ſtated 
it; granting that the word rendered worſhip, in 
the above and ſome other texts, is uſed ** to 
expreſs a high degree of reſpect only,“ what is 
the inference which is drawn from it ? That 
therefore it never ſignifies divine, or religious ho- 
nours * Surely no one who ** makes uſe of the 
rational faculties which God has given him,” 
will ever draw ſuch an inference as this, from 
_ theſe premiſes, for it is certainly by no means: 
contained in them. 

The truth is, © there are very few world's in 
our own, or perhaps in any other language, 
which do not admit of more ſenſes than one; 
yet this does by no means hinder, but that the 
particular ſenſe of a word may be ſo determined 
by its connexion with other words in the ſame- 
ſentence, that it cannot, poſſibly, in that con- 
nexion, admit of more than one ſignification.“ 

The word worſhip, for inſtance, in the parable 
of our Saviour which you have mentioned; is. 
certainly. deſigned to expreſs no more than a 
very high degree of reſpect,” ſuch as may be: 
lawfully paid to men of a proper character and. 
rank, and will be taken in that light by every 
honeſt, and impartial reader. But then, on. 
the other hand, the ſame word as uſed by our 
Lord, when he ſaid to the Samaritan woman, 
Cod is « Spirit, and they that WORSHIP him, muſt. 


WORSHIP: 
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WORSHIP in ſpirit and in truth *, does as cer- 
tainly ſignify divine worſbip, or religious adora- 
tion, in the moſt proper ſenſe of the phraſe, the 
connexion in which it ſtands, having God for 
its object, not admitting of any inferior or ſub- 
ordinate honours. So that, every thing which 
is ſpoken of in the ſcriptures, relating to the 
worſhip of the bleſſed Jeſus, muſt be determined 
by the ſcope of the paſſages where it occurs, 
compared with parallel places in thoſe ſacred 


writings. 

Nzo, The objection, I ſee, is of no force at 
all; fince, though the word worſhip does ſome- 
times ſignify thoſe hanours which may be law- 
fully paid to men, yet it expreſſes, likewiſe, thoſe 
divine honours which are due only to God, 
and which we are abſolutely prohibited from 
giving to.any merely created being. 


PHIL. In order to ſhow its abſoſute invali- 
dity more clearly, I would obſerve that, in the 
above-cited texts, the DIVINE NATURE 
of Chriſt is urged, as the primary ground, or 
foundation of our worſhip of him ; fo that we 
have exactly the ſame reaſon to worſhip him as 
the Father. The former paſſage ſays, He is thy 
LORD, therefore worſhip thou him. The 
latter, which, as well as the former, is almoſt a 
literal quotation from the pſalmiſt, muſt be un- 
derſtood to mean the ſame thing, For, the 

| | leading 
* Jchn iv. 24» 
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leading deſign of the pſalm, it is obvious, 
is to ſhow the nature and incomprehenſibility 
of the divine adminiſtration, It begins with 
theſe ſoul-reviving words, The LORD reign- 
eth * ;,—and afterwards it is added, the Lord 
of the whole earth. Then the ſacred writer goes 
on to aſſert the equity and glory of his moral go- 
vernment. The heavens declare his righteouſneſs, 
and all the people ſhall ſee his glory. Then follows 
an awful threatning, denounced againſt thoſe, 
who give that worſhip which is due to GOD 
alone, to any other being. Confounded be all 
they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt themſelves 
of idols, After this moſt ſolemn denunciation, 
the divine command is given, J/or/hip RIM all 
ye gods ; that is, the illuſtrious object of whom 
he had been ſpeaking, namely, the Lord of 
the whole earth ; whom the apoſtle declares, in 
an immediate reference to theſe words of the 
pfalmiſt, is the LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
The Redeemer, indeed, muſt be the ſubject 
ſpoken of in the pſalm, otherwiſe it could not 


be true that ſuch a thing was ſaid of him, as 


Worſhip him all ye gods ; and therefore we both 
may and muſt fetch the /en/e from that pſalm, 
out of which the apoſtle fetches the words. 

Nov, from theſe paſſages of ſcripture, the two 


following things, I think, are exceedingly obvi- 
ous, and beyond diſpute ; to wit, That the giv- 
ing of religious honours to any being who is not 
abſolutely 


* Pſal. 97, throughout, 
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abſolutely Supreme, is, the ſcripture being judge, 
groſs idolatry ; and, That it is the GOD- 
HEAD, or DIVINE NATURE of our Sa- 
viour, which alone entitles him to theſe religious 


adorations. 


Neo. Has our Lord himſelf ſaid any thing 
upon this ſubject? Or did he ſuffer himſelf to be 


worſhipped in the days of his fleſh. 


Pair. Yes; he both ſpoke in the moſt ex- 


plicit terms relative to it, and he was worſhip- 


ped in a religious manner, during his abode in 


our world. As to the former, in a remarkable 
diſcourſe of his, delivered, as ſhould ſeem, be-. 
fore the Jewiſh ſanhedrim, he tells them that 
The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgement to the Son, that ALL MEN SHOULD 
HONOUR THE SON, EVEN AS THEY HONOUR 
THE FATHER, And adds, He that honoureth 
not the Son, honoureth not the Father who hath ſent 
him *, 

Now theſe words plainly declare, that what 
worſhip ſoever is due to the Father ; what di- 
vine honours ſoever are to be given to him ; the 
very ſame worſhip and honours are to be given 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And further, that 
whoever witholds that worſhip, or theſe honours 


from the Son, if our Lord ſpoke the truth, with- 


holds them alſo equally from the Father. Which 
declaration could never, ſurely, be made upon 
any 

# Joh, v. 23. 
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any other foundation than that of his abſolute 
and perfe& equality with the Father, 


Nxo. So then, you apprehend that the very 
ſame identical acts of worſhip, are to be given 
to the Son as to the Father, 


Pair. I do. And, if I miſtake not, the 
above-mentioned declaration of our Saviour is 
a plain and demonſtrative proof of it, 


Neo. Some perſons, however, think thatthe 
text only means, that we ſhould honour him 


& a5 well as the Father.“ 


PRI. Such an illuſtration of the text leaves 
it quite vague and indeterminate ; ſo that an 
honeſt enquirer would be at a loſs to fix its pre- 
ciſe meaning ; for, if he muſt not honour the 
Son equally with the Father, he may be either 


2 rebel by giving too little, or an fdalater by 


giving too much. It would be well if the per- 
ſons you refer to, would preciſely fix the degree 
of honour we ought to give to the Redeemer, 
that we may know the rule we have to act by; 

and likewiſe tell us whether the honour we are 
to give the Son as well as” the Father, be re- 
ligious honour, or only ſuch ' reſpeCt as is due 
to men of proper character and rank.” 

That the expreſſion ever as does, however, 
in the paſſage we are now conſidering, ſignify 
an equality, is, I think, ſufficiently evident, both 
from the concurrent teſtimony of other ſcrip- 


= JJ, 
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tures, and the reaſon aſſigned in the preceding 
context. Till the arguments already uſed upon 
this ſubject, are overturned, that the very /ame 
worſhip is to be given to the Son as the Father, 
is a poſition I muſt affert.—And the reaſon aſ- 
ſigned for this, in the preceding context, is, in 
my opinion, exceedingly forcible, The FA- 
THER judgeth no man; but hath committed all 
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Judgement to the SON : THAT all men ſhould ho- 


nour the SON even as they hanour the Father. 

The reaſon, then, why the Son is to be thus 
honoured, is, his being the ſovereign, and uni- 
verfal judge; and, as we have already ſhown®, 


that this glorious work is expreſſive of a Divine 


Character, ſo it muſt certainly require Divine 
honours. And, though the power of judging 


the world is faid to be committed to him, yet that 


does by no means prove that the right of judge- 


ment did not originally belong to him, but on- 


ly, that the ſole exerciſe of it being in his hands, 
is the reſult of a voluntary diſpenſation. How- 
ever, if poſſible, further to corroborate it, let 
us conſider ſome inſtances of perſons who, dur- 
ing the abode of Chriſt upon earth, paid reli- 
gious adorations to him, together with his be- 
haviour towards them at thoſe times, 


Neo. That is a ſubje&t I want to be in- 
formed about, and therefore I ſhall attend to it 
with much pleaſure. 
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PHIL. The apoſtle John, in his account of 
the works and diſcourſes of his Maſter, tells us, 
that Jeſus having healed a man who had been 
blind from his birth, and hearing that, for con- 
feſſing the fact to require an omnipotent arm, 
they had c him out of the ſynagogue, he ſought 
him, and when he had found him, he ſaid unto 
him, Doft thou believe on the Son of God? To 
which the man replied, ho is he, Lord, that 
1 might believe on him? And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Thou hel both ſeen him, and it is he that talketh 
with thee, And he ſaid, Lord, I believe. And 
HE WORSHIPPED HIM *“. 

Now this act of worſhip, you ſee, was ac- 
companied with a glorious confeſſion of faith in 
the object, as the SON of GOD, the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah ; and therefore muſt, I ſhould 
think, be conſidered as ſomething more than 
what may, in any inſtance, ** be paid to men, 
though of ever ſo high a character and rank.“ 


Neo. It ſeems, indeed, to convey an idea of 
the higheſt Kind of worſhip, in which ſuitable 
affections and graces were exerciſed, and par- 
ticularly a fervent love to the glorious and bene- 
volent object of his addreſs. But are there any 
ſimilar inſtances to this ? 


Pair. Yes; at anacher time the apoſtles 
faid unto their Maſter, Lord, increaſe our faith +. 


Which expreſſion is certainly a direct addreſs 
h % to 


# John ix, 31-39, f Luke xvii, 5. 
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to our Saviour, for a ſpiritual favour; namely, 
an exciting and promoting the principle of faith 
which was implanted in their hearts, and con- 
ſequently is expreſſive of their belief that he 
was able to perform this. Other inſtances, 
nearly paralle] to thoſe which we have already 
mentioned, might, were it neceſſary, eaſily be 
produced. But, that, I ſhould think, is entire- 
ly needleſs ; the above-mentioned ones being 
fo exceedingly clear, and directly to the point 
in hand. | 

Now, if our Lord had not, on account of 
his Divine Character, been properly entitled 
to fuch worſhip, he would undoubtedly have 
rejected it, as being totally inconſiſtent with 
his own character, and highly derogatory from 


the glory of God; ſeeing that, the receiving of 


it, upon the above ſuppoſition, would have 
been a bold uſurpation of the prerogatives of 
Deity. But, as we have not the leaſt intima- 
tion, that any one of thoſe perſons who wor- 
ſhipped our Lord in the days of his fleſh, was 
ever diſcountenanced or reproved for miſtaking 


the object of his worſhip, we may juſtly con- 


clude that they were right in what they did, 
and acted in a perfect agreement with the com- 
mand of God. And, if this be granted, the 


proper DIVINITY of Chriſt is, I ſhould 


think, abſolutely undeniable, 


Nxo. If our Saviour were only a man, in 
all reſpects like ourſelves,” his receiving divine 
M2 wor ſhip 
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VWorſhip in the manner which has been pointed 
out, is not poſſible I think to be accounted for, 
in a conſiſtency with his character as a meſſen- 


ger from heaven, 


PHIL. Certainly it is not; and if with the 
behaviour of our Lord, in the above-mention- 
ed.inſtances, we compare the conduct of the 
apoſtles in ſimilar circumſtances, © the contraſt 
throws great light upon this matter *.* They, 
whenever any thing which had the leaſt appear- 
ance of religious worſhip was offered to them, 
immediately rejected it with the greateſt con- 
cern and abhorrence, as being by no means 
due to them, but the ſole prerogative of the 
Supreme Being. 

A ſtriking inſtance to this purpoſe we have 
exhibited 5 in the behaviour of Paul and Barna- 
bas. Theſe two zealous preachers of the goſ- 
pel, having healed a nerveleſs paralytic at Lyſtra, 
were viewed in ſo divine a light by the people 
there, that they would needs have dine SACRIFICE 
unto them. But, no ſooner had the apoſtles 
heard of this, than, being extremely jealous for 
the. honour of their Maſter, and conſcious of 
their abſolute unworthineſs to receive ſuch ho- 
nours, they rent their claatbs, and ran in among 

the 


See a valuable little tract, entitled“ A Port defence of 
the deerine of che DIVINITY of Car1sST ;“ which I have 
read with much pleaſure, and from which I have taken this, 
and a few other hints, relative to that intereſting and i impor- 
tant ſubject, 
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the people, crying out Sire, why du ye theſe 
things ® We alſo are WEN of like paſſions with you *. 
| So that, you.ſee, it was not merely a very high 
: degree of reſpect, ſuch as may be lawfully paid 


to men of a proper character and rank” which 
theſe noble ambaſſadours rejected, but ſuch 


f honours as were not due to men. 

: No. The conduct of the apoſtles, in the 

i inſtance which you have mentioned, does, in- 

, | deed, throw a great light upon the ſubhject; and, 

- I think, evidently ſhews, That if our Lord 

N were not truly and properly Divine, he was 

- much inferior even to his own diſciples, both as 

$ to the integrity of his. own character, and in 

e his regard for the glory of God. 

5 Part. Yes; if our bleſſed Saviour were 

5 merely a man, notwithſtanding <* the great power 

: with which he was inyeſted on earth, or the 

4 authority to which he is exalted now that he is 

1 in heaven, yet his conduct in the above - cited 

> examples could never be vindicated from the 

i charge of uſurpation, but muſt certainly be a 

65 plain, and unqueſtionable indication, of a want 

of of integrity and uprightneſs of character. But 

25 as this thought carnot, by any true Lover of 

5 the Goſpel, be admitted even àa moment, with 1 

ha reſpect to the faithful and true Witneſs ; fo, we 4 
muſt ſtill infift, that, as Chriſt did not reject 4 

of the worſhip which was glven to im, nor even . 


3 once 
T- * Acts xiv, 319. + Rev. i. 5, and iii, 7+. | 
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once rebuke the perſons who thus honoured 
him, he is certainly poſſeſſed of abſolute Supre- 
macy, and univerſal Dominion, | 


Neo. Is there any ſufficient proof that our 
Lord was worſhipped by theprimitive Chriſtians 
after his aſcenſion into glory ? 


Phi. Yes; all the proof that a reaſonable 
man can deſire. In that moſt antient, invalu- 
able, and authentic hiſtory of the primitive 
church, which is recorded in the As of the 
apoſtles, we are expreſsly told, that the worſhip- 
ping of Chriſt, or, which is the ſame thing, 
calling upon his name, in thoſe firſt and pureſt 
days of Chriſtianity, was the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter of his genuine diſciples, But, before we 
inveſtigate that ſacred book, ſuffer me to men- 
tion an inſtance which occurred, between our 
Lord's reſurrection and aſcenſion, 


Neo. Pray what is that? 


PHIL. It is the caſe of Thomas, Jeſus, 
you know, after he had riſen from the grave, 
continued upon earth forty days, before he aſ- 
cended into glory, and ſat down on the right hand 


of the Aajefly on high t. During that ſpace of 


time he frequently was ſeen by his diſciples, 
The firſt time, however, that he appeared to the 
aſſembled apoſtles, Thomas was not with them ; 
and though they told him that they had ſeen the 
| Lord, 


# Acts i. 3. + Heb, i. Je 
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Lord, yet he did not believe them. Nay, he 
went even further than this; for, he ſaid, Ex- 
cept T ſhall ſee in his hands the prints of the e 
and thruſt my hand into his fide, I WILL N oT 
BELIEVE, 

But, notwithſtanding the ſinful incredulity of 
this diſciple, the compaſſionate Shepherd and 


Biſhop of fouls , who knows how to ſuccour them 


that are tempted +, made a full, and glorious diſ- 


covery of himſelf in the very way that Thomas 
had defired. The unbelieving difciple, being 
as it were overcome by ſo ſingular an inſtance 
of condeſcenſion, and having, as ſhould ſeem, 
a ray of divine glory darted into his mind, im- 
mediately replied, in a way, and probably in a 
poſture, of adoration, My LORD and my 
GODS! 

Now, this declaration is ſo expreſs an acknow- 
ledgement of the proper Deity, and univerſal 
dominion of our Saviour, that, if he were not 
truly poſſeſſed of a Divine Nature; if he were 
not in reality what Thomas declared him to be, 
that is, LORD and GOD, he certainly would 
never have permitted the declaration to have 
paſſed unnoticed. No; had he been merely a 
man, in all reſpects like ourſelves,” ſurely he 


would at this juncture have expreſsly declared 


it, He would undoubtedly have faid, as the 
apoſtles in the inſtance above-cited, I myſelf al- 
fo am a man; and therefore ſuch honours, 

Thomas, 


® x.Pet, il, 25, + Heb, ü. 18, Þþ John xx, 28, 
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Thomas, are by no means due to me. Or, as 
the angel in another caſe, I am thy fellow ſervant 
——/or ſhip GOD. 


Neo. The words, indeed, ſeem plainly to 
expreſs the ſentiments of the ſpeaker, with re- 
ſpect to the Divinity of his Lord, conſequently 
had he been miſtaken, it is, I ſhould think, 
very natural to ſuppoſe, that the great Teacher 
would have immediately corrected his error, 
They are, however, it is affirmed, only an 
abrupt exclamation, and no connected ſentence 
at all, and ſeem to have proceeded from a con- 
viction, ſuddenly produced in the apoſtle's 
mind, that he who ſtood before him was, in- 
deed, his Lord and Maſter, raiſed to life 155 the 
power of God.“ 


PHIL. So then, the noble declaration of the 
apoſtle, though ſo plainly expreſſive of his faith 
in tke GODHEAD of his Saviour, is reſolved 
wholly into his belief of the exertion of a-divine 
power -s it poſſible that any honeſt, unbiaſſed 
reader can be ſatisfied with ſuch an explication 
as this? 1 ſhould think not. Thomas had ſeen 
the power of God manifeſted, in the raiſing of 
Lazarus from the grave *, and therefore, that, 
conſidered as independent of Chriſt, - could not 
be the cauſe of his preſent declaration. | 

The truth is, he was ſtruck with a clear per- 
option of tlie omniſcience, and almighiy power of 

Jeſus,. 


\ ® John xi, 16, 
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Jeſus, manifeſted in reproving his unbelieving 
expreſſion, and in raiſing himſelf from the dead, 
according to his own declaration, Defroy this 
temple, pointing at his body, and I will raiſe it 
1 in three days *, and therefore he burſt out into 
the exclamation before cited, As to the fentence 
being “ abrupt,” or not at all connected, 
the obſervation is a ſpecimen of the mereſt 
cavilling,” and is calculated only to amuſe the 
unwary reader. The words have all the con- 
nexion that any exclamation has ; they ariſe 
from the event, and clearly expreſs the ſenti- 
ments of the ſpeaker.” - Beſides, if this expreſ- 
ſion be not conſidered as an act of worſhip, . 
Thomas can never, I think, be exculpated, 
from the deteſtable charge of taking the name 
of God in vain. 

On the whole, then, we muſt ſtill infiſt, that, 
if there had not been ſufficient reaſon to addreſs 
our Lord in the above-mentioned manner, he 
would certainly have ſharply reproved the ſpeak- 
er; but, as not the leaſt hint of that kind ap- 
pears, we conclude that, he was and is really 
what Thomas acknowledged him to be; i, e. 
LORD and GOD. 


Neo. The inſtance, when attentively conſi- 
dered, appears, indeed, remarkably ſtriking ; 
and, one would think, ſufficiently expreſſive of 
the character of our Lord,—— You will now 


go 


„ John ii, 19. 
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go on, to conſider the FO of the primitive 
church ? 


Pr1t. At a convenient opportunity; but at 
preſent, buſineſs calls, and you know to attend 
to it in its place, is an expreſsly commanded 
duty; Farewell, 


DIA 


Di 


|] 
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DIALOGUE VIII. 


HE evangeliſt Luke, in his inva- 
luable hiſtory of the apoſtolic 
church, tells us that, the worſhipping of Chriſt, 
or, which is the ſame thing, calling on his name, 
was, in that golden age of the world, a diſ- 
tinctive character of his true diſciples, 


Neo. I ſhould be glad if you would recite 
the paſſages which you refer to, for I think I 
cannot immediately recollect them. 


PHIL. 


PHIL. After the Lord had appeared to Saul 
in his journey to Damaſcus, and had convinced 
him of the extreme danger and ſinfulneſs of his 
intolerant procedure, he ordered a diſciple of 
his, Ananias, to ge and put his hands on him, 
that he might receive his ſight. Ananias objected 
to this, and ſaid, Lord, I have heard by many of 
this man, how much cuil he has done to thy ſaints 

at 
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at Feruſalem ; and here he hath authority from the 
chief prigſis to bind all THAT CALL ON THY 
NAME“. 

In a few days after this, however, Saul, hav- 
ing received his ſight, and, what was of far 
greater conſequence, having a clear and imme- 
diate revelation of Chrift given to him +, zea- 
louſly preached in the fynagegues, that HE ts the 
SON oF Gop &. But all that heard him were 
amazed, and ſaid, Is nat this he that deflroyed them 
who CALLED ON THIS NAME IN JERUSALEM | | 
So that, the firſt diſciples and followers of our 
Lord, were, you ſee, clearly diſtinguiſhed from 
others, by the religious honours which they 
gave to the Saviour of the world. They called 
on his name, as the great Head of the church, 
for a ſupply of their various returning wants. 

And what is, if poſſible, ſtill more to our 
purpoſe, this very apoſtle, in one of his letters 
to a church of Chriſt, characterizes them ex- 
actly in the preceding manner; and not them 
only, but alſo the whole body of Chriſtians, 
wherever they were diſperſed over the face of 
the world. His words are theſe : To them that 
art ſanctiſied in Chriſi Jeſus, called to be ſaints, 
with all that in every place CALL UPON THE 
NAME of Teſus Chrift our Lord, both theirs and 
ours. Whence it appears to a demonſtration, 
that to worſhip Jeſus, in thoſe firſt and pureſt 

days 


Accs ix. 14. ÞCGal.i.16, S Acts ix. 20. I Verſe 21. 
| x Cor, i, 2, 
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days of choiftianity, was, the ſcripture being 
judge, the univerſal practice of all who wy 
believed in him *. 


Neo, So then, you aoorchend that to call 
upon the name of Jeſus, or to be a diſciple of 
his, or a ſaint; or a believer in him, are all ex- 
preſſive of the fame thing; and deſigned to cha- 
racterize thoſe who are his, from the reſt of the 
world who lie in wickedneſ; + 


Put. Ves; but, alas! how amazingly is 
the ſcene changed in this reſpect! How is the 
gold become dim 1 What a ſtriking contraſt 


is there, between the ancient profeſſors of the 


goſpel, and a conſiderable part of the madern 
ones | The former, being fully perſuaded of 
the GODHEAD of Jeſus, addreſſed themſelves 
immediately to him, for all neceſſary ſupplies of 
grace and ſtrength ; the latter, conſidering him 
as being merely a man, ſeem ſtudiouſly to avoid 
even the mentioning of his name, except occa- 
fionally, as it were, to ſave appearances with the 
people. Thyſe, conſcious of the ſuperlative dig- 
nity of their Lord and Maſter, paid divine ho- 
nours to him without the leaſt reſerve ; but 

oat „ NS 


2” Md. Ain, in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, SO the 
rapid progreſs of the goſpel in the firſt and ſecond centuries, 
ſays, We are aſſured by the moſt unexceptionable teſtimonies, 
that CurisT was worſhipped as GOD, almoſt throughout the 
whole Eaſt, as alſo among the Germans, Spaniards, Celts, 
Britons, and many other nations.“ See vol. 1. page 120 of 
the ſecond edition. + 1, Joh, v. 19. Lament. iv. 1. 


2 ay *. — 
T on, 4 - 1 
— _ 2 > — — Yoo _ 
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theſe, viewing the Saviour of the world, as near- 
ly, if not wholly, upon a level with themſelves, 
ſeldom attribute to him any religious honour at 
all: nay, they explode ſuch a practice gx & the 
idolatrous worſhip of a creature. 

To exclude the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 4 any 
ſhare in religious honours, and to ſtigmatize the 
worſhip of him with the reproachful term of 
5 idolatry, may, indeed, by ſome, be deemed 
rational, though it appears to me that the word 
as thus applied is highly improper ; but it can 
never, I think, in a conſiſtency with the lan- 
guage of the New- Teſtament, be called Chr:/- 
tian, nor the abettors of 1t be deemed the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt. No, ſuch a practice, after 
the moſt cool and diſpaſſionate conſideration, ap- 
pears to me totally repugnant to the ſcripture 
notion of a believer in Jeſus; and can never 
comport with that view of his glory, which e- 
very true diſciple is favoured with “. 


Neto. But it is ſaid, that “ the word which 
is rendered to call upon, in the above-cited paſ- 


ſages, is far from being appropriated to imvoca- + 


tion, as peculiar to the Divine Being. It is the 
ſame word which is rendered to appeal to, as 
when Paul appealed to Cæſar; and is uſed 
when a perſon is ſaid to be called by any particu- 
lar name; as, Judas, called Iſcariot, &. There 
can be no doubt, therefore, it is added, but 
that it has the ſame meaning in the places which 

you 
* 2 Cor, iii. 18. and 4. 6. 
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you have quoted.” That is, it means to give 
a name, or points out all who called them- 
ſelves Chriſtians.” 


Pair, The premiſes we readily allow; but 
the concluſion drawn from them is by no means 
either a natural or neceſſary one; nor has it the 
leaſt connex1on with the preceding propoſition, 
as you will immediately perceive upon the ar- 
gument being properly ſtated ; and this I ſhall 
do as briefly as I can, 

* The word uſually tranſlated to call upon, 
ſignifies in one place *, to be called by.a particular 
name; in 'another+, to appeal to; and, in a 
third &, to addreſs a perſon ; therefore in ſame o- 
ther places ꝗ it ſignifies to be called by a parti- 
cular name.* In what a labyrinth of nonſenſe 
does a man involve himſelf who labours to 
maintain falſehood by argument ! Is ſuch kind 
of reaſoning becoming a candid diſputant? Is 
it fair and ingenuous ? Rather, Is it not a groſs 
impoſition upon the leſs diſcerning reader, and 
evidently uſed as a ſtudied. evaſion, or a fly, 


ſubterfuge ? 


Neo. The conſequence. I perceive is entire- 
ly inconcluſive, and has not, as you have ob- 
ſerved, any neceſſary connexion with the above-- 
mentioned premiſes. —But it is further urged, 
that “the word is ſo rendered in the epiſtle of 

| "0-2 | James ; 


Luke xxii. 3. + Acts xxv. 21. F Ibid vii. 59. 
| 1 1 Cor, i. 2. Acts ix. 14, 21. 
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James; Do not they blaſpheme the worthy name by 
which ye are called“? or, as it is more exactly 
rendered, which is called, or impoſed, on you ? 
that is, by which ye are diſtinguiſhed. Had it 
implied adoration,” they affirm ** it would at 
leaſt have been tohich is called upon by you,” 


Prat. True; but what is that to the 1 pur- 
poſe ? We never quote the paſlage in James 
as any, proof of our doctrine, and therefore the 
meaning of it cannot poſſibly in the leaſt affect 
the ſtate. of our argument. All that can be 
fairly deduced from the obſervations which you 
have mentioned, is; That the word: rendered 
calling upon, is not-a/ways © appropriated to i- 
vocation as peculiar to the Divine Being, and 
therefore its meaning muſt be determined by the 
ſcope of the paſſages where it is uſed. Here 
then the argument reſts. And we are willing, 
extremely willing, that the texts above cited 
ſhould be tried in that manner. Let the ſcope 
and deſign of them be duly and impartially at- 
tended to, and then let the unbiaſſed reader ſay, 
IA hetber he thinks is the moſt natural, and ob- 
vious meaning. Whether the ſacred writers 
meant to convey the idea of calling upon a name 
or perſon, or of being called by one. 

However, that the word does, ſometimes at 
leaſt, neceſſarily ſignify “ invocation as peculiar 
to God,” is demonſtrably clear from the fol- 
lowing paſſage, I hoſoever foall CALL UPON ½e 

nate 


* James ii. 7. 


di 
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name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved*. Which words, 
it has already been ſhown &, are a quotation 
from the prophecy of Joel, and applied imme- 
diately to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And the 
phraſe to call upon, as there uſed, muſt imply 
the exerciſe of heavenly graces, or thoſe ſpiri- 
tual actings of the ſoul, which diſtinguiſh the 
true chriſtian from all other men, ſince ſalvation 
is inſeparably connected with it ; for many, we 
have ſufficient reaſon to believe, who have been 
called by the name of Chriſt, or who have had 
the appellation Chriſtian given to them, will be 
found wanting + in the day of trial. 


Neo. It ſeems, indeed, an obvious truth, 


from the paſſages which you have quoted, that 


the whole Chriſtian. church, in the primitive 
age at leaſt, did give divine, or religious ho- 
nours to our Saviour, without any heſitation, ar 
fear of idolatry ; nay, that this was their diſ- 
tinguiſhing and well known character. 


PH1L.. Yes; the glorious, and much-wiſh- 


ed · for period was then arrived, which was pre- 
_ dicted by the royal prophet, when, ſpeaking of 


the Meſſiah's kingdom, under the type of Solo- 
mon's, he ſays, Prayer ſball be. made for, or ra- 
ther to, him continually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed t. 
In order, however, if poſſible, inconteſtably 


to eſtabliſh this point, I will mention ſome ſpe- 


N 3 ob erties OL, 


„ Rdm. x, 13. & Dial. I. page 21. 


+ Dan. v. 27. : 
3 Pſal. Ixxii. 15 
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cial inſtances of perſons who, after our Lord's 
aſcenſion, paid their religious honours and ſup- 
plications to him. ——Stephen, the firſt diſciple 
who ſuffered death for the teſtimony of his Lord 
and Maſter, after the aſcenſion of Chriſt into 
heaven, offered up his laft petitions to this com- 
| Paſſionate and prayer-hearing Saviour. LORD 
JESUS receive my ſpirit . An important re- 
queſt indeed! A prayer which undoubtedly 
implies a firm and well- grounded perſuaſion ot 
the Divine Character of the perſon addreſſed ; 
for, a Divine Perſon alone could be equal to the 
momentous charge which was now committed 
to him by this illuſtrious ſufferer, 

Indeed, had not the departing faint had a 
clear perception of the almighty power of Jeſus, 
he would never, I think, have committed his 
immortal ſpirit into his protection. But, from 
a conſciouſneſs of this, with what pleaſure, with 
what heart-felt joy, would he reſign the im- 
portant charge into ſo ſafe a hand! And what 
I think is very remarkable in this prayer, is, 


Its near affinity to that which our Lord himſelt 
addreſſed, in fimilar circumſtances, to his hea- 


venly Father; and therefore we may conclude 

that Stephen conſidered Chriſt as being truly 

GOD, as our Lord knew ay his heavenly 
Father was ſo. 

This inſtance, then, remains a \friking proof 

of divine or religious worſhip being given to 

| Chriſt; 


Ads vi, 59, 


TO —— — TE Tony TCR | 
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Chriſt and ſo long as the Bible is regarded as 
the rule of our actions, it will not only juſtify, 
but excite us to the practice. And, in my opi- 


nion, this ſingle inſtance, if there were no o- 


ther, 1s ſufficient to prove the Divinity of our 
Lord, ſeeing that upon any other ſuppoſition, 
this remarkably eminent ſaint, finiſhed his life 


in an act of the groſſeſt idolatry. 


Neo. I have been told that, „this text by 
no means implies that Stephen acknowledged 
Chriſt to be God, but I now think that it is 
clearly and ſufficiently expreſſive of it; for o- 
therwiſe he certainly would never have com- 
mitted ſo important a charge into his hands, — 
But you will produce ſome other inſtances. 


Parr. Paul, that truly eminent ſervant of 


_ Chriſt, often invoked, or called upon his Maſter 
for ſpiritual bleſſings. Particularly we are told, 


that after he had been favoured in ſo peculiar a 
manner as to be caught up into paradiſe, and to 


hear unſpeakable words, leſt he ſhould be exalted 


above meaſure through the abundance of the reve- 
lations, there was given to him a thorn in the fleſh, 


the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. For this 


thing, fays he, 1 beſought the Lord thrice, that it 


might depart from me. And he ſaid unto me, My 


grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength is made 
perfect in weakneſs *, 


Neo. 


* 2 Cor. xii. 49. 
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NEo. But do you apprehend that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is intended ? 


_ -Pmax.,, Ves. And let the following part of 
the verſe, which contains the apoſtle's reſolution 
in conſequence of the above-mentioned decla- 
ration being made to him, be duly attended to, 
and you will, I doubt not, ſee the reaſon which 
has fully determined my judgement in this.— 
Moſi gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the POWER of CHRIST may re/? 
upon me*, 80 that, you ſee, the grace, or 
Arength which was promiſed to the afflicted, 
though eminent faint, was nothing elſe than the 
POWER of CHRIST; or in other words, that 
divine ſupport and comfort, which was neceſſary 
for him, that he might bear every trial with 
Chriſtian fortitude, patience, and reſignation. 
The perſon, then, whom Paul addreſſed, and 
who faid MY grace is ſufficient, &c, was the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the compaſſionate Saviour 
and Redeemer of ſinners, who giveth power to 
the faint, and who increaſeth ferength to them that 
have no might +. 


Neo. That our Lord was the object whom 

the apgſtle beſought, appears to me now ſufficient- 
ly clear; and I am not a little ſurpriſed, that I 
never before conſidered it in this point of light. 
| Surely I am more britiſh than any r, and hep 
not the ee ng of a man & 
PHIL. 


2 Cor, xii, 9. + Iſaiah xl. 29. S Prov, xxx, 2. 
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Phi. That was the complaint of a perſon 
who, in his day and generation, was conſpicu- 
ouſly eminent both for his wiſdom and holineſs. 
And while we are in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind 
we may expect to be guided into all neceſſary 
truth ; for the meek will God guide in judgement, 
and the meek will he teach his way. But to the 
point. 

The great apoſtle, conſcious that in Chri/t al. 
fullneſs dwells +, and that he is the great diſpen- 
ſer of every needed grace, in almoſt every epiſtle, 
directs a prayer immediately to him, that he 
would beſtow on thoſe to whom Paul wrote, all 
thaſe graces which are neceſlary, either for their 
preſent welfare or their final ſalvation. And 
that thoſe graces might ſo influence and govern 
their ſpirits here, as to fit them for his ſervice, 
and. form them into a greater meetneſs for the 
enjoyment of the heavenly inheritance. 
To this purpoſe are the following . paſſages, 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift be with you all ||. 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſi be with you Q. 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with your 
ſpirit t. And, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy 
ſparit *F, 80 that if Chriſt be the giver of all 
grace, as theſe texts, I think, evidently declare, 
he muſt certainly be poſſeſſed of a DIVINE 
CHARACTER, and conſequently be a pro- 
per object of our homage and adoration, 

| | Again ; 
* Pal. xxv. 9. + Col. i. 19. || Rom. xvi. 24. {+ 1 Cor, 


xvi, 23. Phil. iv. 23, 2 Theſ. iii. 18. 1 Gal. vi. 18. 
Phil. xxv. 2 Tim, iv. 22. 


154 Divine WORSHIP Dial. VIII. 


Again; in order to ſhew the perfect equality I 
which ſubſiſts among the DIVINE THREE, | 
the ever-to- be-adored JEHOV AH, and that 
each is to be addreſſed according to the diſtinct 
part which he bears in the economy of our re- 
demption, the ſame inſpired writer puts up a 
prayer expre:sly directed to each, for a commu- 
nication of thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings which always 
accompany the ſalvation of Chriſt, 


Nuo. You will be ſo kind as mention the 
paſſage which you have your eye upon, that I 
may not be wholly unacquainted with it. 


PHIL, It is this: The GRACE of the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, and the Love F GOD, 
that is, the FATHER, and the COMMUNION of 
the HOLY GHOST, be with you all*. From 
which paſſage, nothing, I ſhould think, can be 
more obvious, than that the SON is as much 
conſidered as the object of prayer as the Father, 
and conſequently he muſt, as to his Divine Na- 
ture, be perfectly equal with him. 

* And to add no more inſtances of this kind, 


what can be more ſtriking, or more pertinent to 
our 


® 2 Cor, xiti. 14. It is with great propriety, that this 
ſhort, but comprehenſive, and inſtructive benediction is pro- 
nounced, juſt before our aſſemblies for public worſhip are diſ- 
miſſed ; and it is a very indecent, and permit me to add, irre- 
werent thing, for any to quit them, or even get into poſtures 
of remove, before this ſhort ſentence can be diſtinctly pro- 
nounced, I hope all who read this note, will, for the future, 
pay a particular attention to this pare of their behaviour in 
the public aſſembly. | 
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our purpoſe, than the emphatical prayer ad- 
dreſſed to our Lord by the whole univerſal church, 


and with which the ſacred cannon cloſes. He 
declares, Surely I come quickly. To which de- 
claration John, as the repreſentative of the 
church, affixes his Amen; and then more fully 
expreſſes his meaning, by adding Even ſo, Come, 
Lord Feſus * 

On the whole, then, ſince religious worſhip 
is to be given to none but GOD; and ſince it 
plainly appears from the paſſages above cited, 
that the LORD JESUS CHRIST is the object 
of religious worſhip ; this, ſurely, is a ſufficient. 
reaſon, to evince his true and proper DIVI- 
NITY. Indeed, upon any other ſuppoſi- 
tion, the true diſciples of Chriſt, not excepting 
even the apoſtles themſelves, if there be any 
force in the aboye reaſoning, muſt, in every 
age, have been guilty of the groſſeſt and moſt 
ſhameful idolatry. But the thought of this can 
never be admitted. 


Neo. No. For then the inſpired writings 
muſt certainly be deemed erroneous, and all 
univerſally who have followed their directions, 
have worſhipped and ſerved the creature more than 
the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever t; and conſe- 
quently have been excluded from the Kingdom 
of Heaven. So that, I am well perſuaded, if 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt had not been GOD, theſe 
acts of worſhip would never have been received 

by 


Rev. xxii, 20. f Rom. i. 25. 
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by him, unleſs he had been a notorious impol- 
ter, | 


_ Pmit.. Another argument to prove that divine 
worſhip is due to Chriſt, is taken from thoſe 
numerous 4xol»gies, or aſeriptions of praiſe and 
thankſgiving to God, in which he is conſidered 
as the principal object. — Thus the apoſtle Peter, 
ſpeaking of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
fays, To HIM be glory, both now and for ever, 
Amen *. And another apoſtle, ſpeaking of the 
ſame moſt glorious object +, ſays, To the only 
wiſe God our SAVIOUR, be glory and majeſty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever f. Once 

re : The beloved diſciple, after pointing out 
various important characters of his-Lord and 
Maſter, adds theſe remarkable and ſoul-com- 
forting words; Unto him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our ſins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priefls unto God and his Father, th HIM 
BE GLORY AND DOMINION FOR EVER AND 
EVERY. 

Now, it is evident that theſe 3 
which are given to our Lord, are exactly ſimilar 
to thoſe which are dſenbere given to the Fa- 
ther; as when it is ſaid, To HIM be glory and do- 
minion for ever and ever .— 80 that, if they are 
manifeſtly acts of divine worſhip, when uſed 
with reſpect to the Father, we have no reaſon, 
I think, to take them for any other when they 
are offered to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, NEo. 


* 2 Pet. iii. 18. + For the proof of this ſee Dial. 2. p. 48. 
1 Jude. ver. 25 8 Rev. 1. 57 6. | [| I Pet, V. 10. 
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Neo. Since theſe forms of thankſgiving, 
which are aſcribed both to the Father and to our 
Lord, bear fo exact a reſemblance one to ano- 
ther, that not the leaſt circumſtantial difference 
is to be diſcerned between them, it ſhould ſeem, 
indeed, that they are to be underſtood preciſely 
in the ſame ſenſe. 


Pair. To put the matter beyond all reaſon- 
able doubt, I would obſerve farther, that we 
find tho glorious Perſonages united together in 
the ſame doxology, and having the ſame aſcrip- 
tion of p? 1iſe given to them both. I beheld, 
ſays the highly-favoured diſciple, and I heard 


the voice of many angels round about the throne, — 


faying—IPorthy is the LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN, 


ta receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 


ftrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. And 


every creature which 1s in heaven, and on the earth, 
heard I, ſaging, Bliſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and power be unto HIM THAT $ITTETH UPON 
THE THRONE, and wnto the LAMB for ever 


And ever*.. © | 


None I think can doubt, who pay the leaſt 
attention to the. language of ſcripture, that our 
Saviour is intended in the paſſage now quoted, 
ſince he is ſo particularly deſcribed by his well- 
known character, the LAMB that was lain. 
And that he is alſo conſidered as ſuſtaining the 
ſame dignity with the Father, is, in my opinion, 

| h 
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equally clear, ſince it is ſaid, that this glory, &c. 
is given to him that ſitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb. For, there is doubtleſs ſuch an in- 
finite diſproportion between the ever-bleſſed 
God, and the moſt dignified creature, that our 
religious reſpect to the one and to the other, if 
ſuch reſpect were due to a creature, can never 
fitly be paid at the ſame time, in the ſame lan- 
guage, and the ſame external acts of devotion. 
The ſame glory and dominion can never be 
conſiſtently aſcribed to both. 

The plain truth is, either our Lord's Divine 
Character muſt be admitted, and his Deity ac- 
knowledged, or otherwiſe the moſt forced, un- 
natural, and abſurd explication muſt be given 
of the above, and almoſt numberleſs other paſ- 
ſages in the ſacred ſcriptures. For, were not 
He that /itteth upon the throne, and the Lamb, 
perfectly equal, in every excellency, perfection, 
and glory, we ought to put the greateſt diffe- 
rence words can make between them; ſince, 
upon that ſuppoſition, the finite excellencies, 
and merely borrowed power of the one, could 
bear no proportion to the eternal, infinite excel- 
lencies, and the abſolutely ſupreme dominion of 
the other. a 


Since, then, our Saviour is worſhipped with 
exactly the ſame worſhip as the Father; and 
ſeeing that he has never forbidden any thus to 
worſhip him, we muſt conclude that he is 
equally the proper object thereof, and conſe- 
quently a DIVINE PERSON. Neo. 
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No. The argument, indeed, ſeems ſuffici- 
ently concluſive, nor do I fee how the force of 
it can poſſibly be evaded. For, did not the Son 
of God poſſeſs a perfect equality with the Fa- 
ther; did he not actually partake of the ſame 
incomparable perfections; they would never 
ſurely have the very ſame acts of religious wor- 
ſhip paid to them. 


* 


5 PHIL. Certainly they would not; and there- 
fore, our argument drawn from it, will, I be- 
lieve, remain unanſwerable.— But, there are 
ſome other conſiderations which I am unwilling 
to omit, ſince they will, I am perſuaded, in the 
judgement of every candid and ingenuous per- 
ſon, bring a conſiderable acceſſion of ſtrength 
to the cauſe, What I have now particularly in 
view, are the two moſt glorious ordinances in- 
ſtituted by our Lord, to be obſerved by all his 
diſciples; I mean, Baptiſm, and the Supper, 


Nxo. I ſhould be glad to hear your reflec- 
tions upon theſe, and the rather, ſince I have 
lately heard them, I think, greatly depreciated, 


queſtion. 


of the higheſt, moſt ſolemn, and important acts 
of devotion imaginable. An act in which there 
is an explicit mention of the names of the Di- 


vine Three, FATHER, SON, and HOLY 


and their importance in religion called in. 


Part. Chriſtian Baptiſm, then, I think one 


O 2 GHOST; 
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GHOST ; and by which the ſubje& baptized, 
ſolemnly and publickly devotes himſelf to the 
ſervice of the triune God, with an expreſs and 
peculiar acknowledgement of the perſonal glo- 
ries of each of the Sacred Three, and the part 
that he bears in the economy of our ſalvation. 

The words of the original command, given by 

our Lord to his diſciples, you know are, G 
teach all nations, baptizing them 1N THE NAME 
oF THE FATHER, and of the SON, and of 
te HOLY GHOST *®. And if, as we have 
Juſt obſerved, our being baptized in the name 
of the Father, be expreſſive of our ſolemn de- 
dication to the faith, worſhip, and ſervice of the 
Father ; then, by a parity of reaſon, being bap- 
tized in the name of the Son, muſt neceſſarily 
imply the like dedication to HI. 

Since, then, baptiſm is ſo ſolemn, important, 
and comprehenſive an act of worſhip, that it in- 
cludes in it the whole of that ſubjection which 
is due to the Father, Son, and Spirit; and ſince, 
in particular, the SON is conſidered as the ob- 
ject thereof, together with the Father, it natu- 
rally and neceſſarily follows, from theſe premi- 
ſes, that he is GOD equal with the Father. 


VNxo. What you have obſerved ſeems indeed 
fairly deducible from the heavenly mandate ; 
but there are perſons who think differently 
from you in this, and ſuppoſe that the text does 
not imply an equality of the Father, Son, and 
Holy 


Matt. xxviii. 19. 
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Holy Ghoſt, becauſe, the apoſtle Paul ſays, 
That the children of Iſrael were baptized unto 


Moſes *.” Yet, he certainly could not mean 
that Moſes was their God.” 


PHIL. No; certainly he did not. And to 
ſuppoſe that he did is a moſt egregious and pal- 


pable abſurdity. A ſuppoſition ſo groſsly ab- 
ſurd, that I am perſuaded it never entered into 
the mind of any candid reader, But, is there- 
no difference between being baptized unta Moſes, 
and that glorious, and ſolemn inſtitution of 
Chriſt which we are now conſidering ? Tf, in- 
deed, it could be ſhewn, that the Iſraelites were, 
at the ſame time, baptized.in the name of God, 
and in the name of Moſes, this would, I confeſs, 
give ſome appearance of argument to the 'objec- 
tion that you have mentioned. But as no evi- 
dence of this can, I believe, be produced, we 
muſt inſiſt, that, being baptized unte Moſes, is 
by no means ſimilar to being baptized in his 
name; and much leſs in conjunction with thoſe 
of the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
© The apoſtle himfelf, who is certainly the 
beſt interpreter of his own words, ſhews us, 
that theſe expreſſions are far from being ſynoni- 
mous ; for he aſks the. Corinthians with an. 
evident abhorrence of the thought, Were ye bap- 
tized IN THE NAME. OF Paul+? Nay, he re- 
joices that he had baptized ſo few Chriſtian 
converts at Corinth, 4% any ſbould ſay, that he 
O 3 had 


® 3 Cor. x. 2. F 1 Cor. i. 13. 
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had baptized IN HIS OWN NAME *.“ 80 that, 
from this reaſoning of the apoſtle, it appears 
exceedingly obvious, that he conſidered the be- 


ing baptized in the name of a perſon, as expreſ- 


ſive of a ſolemn, perſonal dedication of our- 


_ ſelves to the ſervice of him in whoſe name we 


are baptized, and therefore ought never to be 
performed but in the name of HIM, whoſe we 
are, and whom, therefore, we our to ſerve +. 
On the whole, we muſt ſtill inſiſt, that bap- 
tiſm is an act of worſhip abſolutely unalienable 
from the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and 
therefore, unleſs our Saviour were greatly defi- 
cient in common honeſty, he would never, cer- 
tainly, have joined his own name with his Fa- 
ther's, when he gave forth the commiſſion to 
baptize, if he had not a right to our worſhip 
and ſervices as well as the Father. No; if the 
Perſon cailed the SON were not really Divine, 
we might with equal propriety be baptized in the 
name of Paul, or any other of the apoſtles, as 


in his name, which is a juſt conſequence from 
its being an act of religious worſhip; for, no 


created being, as we have already ſhown, & can, 
without an open violation of the Divine. com- 
mand, be the object of religious adoration, 


Neo. The form to be uſed in the-proper 
adminiſtration of baptiſm, to wit, that it be 
done jointly in the name of the F. ather, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, is, indeed, a ſtriking proof of 

their 


1 Cor. i. 13. + Ads xxvii. 23. Plal,c, Dial, VII. 
| pages 125, 126, 
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their perfect, and abſolute equality; and I am 
now, I confeſs, not a little ſurprized, that any 
perſon who diſbelieves this, ſhould ever admi- 
niſter the ordinance according to the original 
command for it. 


Pair, It is indeed, amazing; and, I think, 
a mere mockery of God. And ſome Miniſters 
I have been credibly informed, who diſbelieve 
the Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, are 
ſo ſenſible of the impropriety of uſing the pre- 
ſcribed form, that they entirely reject it, and 
baptize in the name of the Great God; and fo 
ſhamefully curtail a glorious inſtitution, and 
leave out what is abſolutely eſſential to a proper 
performance of it.—But to return, 

The other ordinance of the goſpel, namely, 
the Lord's Supper, is, like Baptiſm, a ſolemn 
act of divine worſhip; and has ever been re- 
garded as ſuch by the real diſciples of Chriſt in 
every age, —Now the primary end of this moſt 
glorious inſtitution, is particularly to honour 
our adorable SAVIOUR ; by a grateful com- 
memoration of his ſtupendous and unparalleled 
love by declaring our ſole reliance upon his 
death for the remiſſion of our fins by ex- 
preſſing our faith in his ſecond coming and 
by ſolemnly devoting ourſelves to his ſervice, 
The LORD JESUS CHRIST, then, is 
moſt eminently the object of that homage and 
devotion, which is required in this holy inſti- 
tution. Here we are to explore the matchleſs 

wonders 
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wonders of his love, who, though he was rich, 
yet for our ſakes became poor, and was obedient 
to death, even the death of the craſs *; and we are 
likewiſe to exerciſe every ſuitable grace. So 
that, from theſe premiſes, we may, I think, 


fairly and certainly conclude, that he bears a 
Divine Character. 


Neo. Theſe ſolemn acts of worſhip, in 
which our Saviour is the chief object with whom 
we have to do, or at leaſt, in which he is equal- 
ly ſo with the Father, appear to me an irreſiſti- 
ble evidence of his Divinity; my mind entire- 
ly acquieſces j in it. And, I hope, I ſhall never 
again be brought into that perplexity and un- 
eaſineſs, which you know I have for ſome time 
laboured under on this account: No; the evi- 
dence produced from the ſacred ſcriptures is ſo 
plain and ſtriking, that all the ſpecious reaſon- 
ing and artful infinuation uſed by thoſe who op- 
poſe it, will never, I truſt, either ſubvert my 
faith, or ſhake my confidence. 

There are, however, a few other things that 
I have met with, which I will take the liberty 
to mention to you, before we entirely diſmiſs . 
the ſubject, not in the leaſt doubting but you 
will give me a patient and candid hearing, 


Pa1i.. Whatever difficulty may as yet re- 
main upon your mind, I would have you to- 
mention without the leaſt reſerve ; ; and, if it lie 
in 
* Phil. ii. 3. 
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in my power, a plain and full ſolution ſhall im- 
mediately be given to it. This, however, muſt 
be deferred to another opportunity ; and in the 
mean time let us, with all the heavenly hoſt, be 
aſcribing, both with our lips, and by our lives, 
ſalvation, honour, power, and glory, to him that 
ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb. 


PDA- 
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DIALOGUE IX. 


bum * the cloſe of our laſt conference, af- 
1 ter expreſſing your approbation of 
what has been urged, in proof of the DIVI- 
NITY of our Lord, and your entire acqui- 
eſcence therein, you intimated I think, Neo- 
phytus, that there were a few things you had 
met with, which you fhould like to mention, 
before the ſubject was entirely diſmiſſed.“ 


Neo. I did; and as you now give me an 
opportunity for it, I ſhall without the leaſt he- 
ſitation or reſerve lay them before you. 


— 

PHIL. All due attention will, I truſt, be 
given to them; only give me leave to premiſe, 
that there is no one truth of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, how important and well-atteſted ſoever, 
which has not been warmly oppoſed, and viru- 
lently exclaimed againſt, Such objections, how- 

ever, 
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ever, by no means affect the truth itſelf ; for 
that, like its glorious Author, is abſolutely and 
eternally immutable in its nature; but they 
have a direct tendency to embarraſs thoſe who 
are weak, and ſometimes, perhaps, to remove 
every ſcruple which may perplex even a well- 
meaning perſon, may be attended with conſi- 


derable difficulty, if it be not abſolutely im- 


poſſible, 

Nor is this to be at all wondered at; for, 
divine truths, thoſe eſpecially that have reference 
to the nature of God, are, as the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of the vaſt ſublimity of the object, 
abſolutely incomprehenſible by the human mind; 
at leaſt, in its preſent enfeebled and benighted 
ſtate, Hence thoſe humbling and neceſſary 
queſtions are put; Can/t thou by ſearching find 
out God? canſt thou find out the Almighty unto per- 


fectian? It is as high as heaven, what canſi thou 


do? deeper than hell, what canjt thou know * ? 
The object is far too great and diſproportioned, 
to be fully comprehended and ſearched out by 
us; it entirely embarraſſes and overſets, the 
utmoſt efforts of our ſhallow underſtandings. 


Neo. I truſt I ſhall ever be humble in my 
religious enquiries, eſpecially concerning the 
deep things of God et; and not be folicitous in 
ſearching for that, which the Divine Spirit 
has not ſeen fit to reveal unto us. I have 

been 


* Job xi, 7, $, + 1 Cor, ii. 10. 
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been told, and I firmly believe the truth of the 
remark, that, with reſpect to divine ſubjects, 


to reaſon rightly is entirely to ſubmit our reaſon 
to the wiſdom of God.” 


PHIL. Undoubtedly it is; for, the ſecret 
things, the minute particularities of things, be- 
long unto the Lord our God; here we muſt be 
content to be coa/ters only, and cruiſe about the 


ſhore, without ever entering into the 7nland 


parts of the country ; But thoſe things which are 
revealed belong unto us, and to our children for 
ever *. All our reſearches then are tobe bound- 
ed by the line of revelation ; nor ought we, 
in any inſtance, to attempt to be wiſe above what 
is written 1. 

We are never, indeed, throughout the bible, 
once required to puzzle ourſelves or others with 
metaphyſical diſquiſitions, how, or in what par- 
ticular manner things are in themſelves; or to 
penetrate into the intrinſic nature of God. 
No; in whatever relates to the Divine Being, 
it is ſufficient for all the purpoſes of religion, if 
we underſtand the terms of the propoſition, and 
the proof of it from revelation ; nor ought we 
to graſp at thoſe things, to which our narrow 

capacities are not ſuited. 


We ſhould conſider, then, how far our point 


of view extends, that falls within the reach of 
every well-conſtituted eye, and what is far above 
out 


* Deut. xxix. 29, ÞF 1 Cor. iv. 6, 
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out of our fight * ; for, we may with greater 


propriety affirm, that the horizon which deter- 
mines our proſpect is the boundary of the uni- 
verſe, than that our ſhallow, contracted under- 
ſtandings are the meaſure of divine truth. _—— 


But I will no longer preclude what you have to 


obſerve, by any further remarks of this kind, 


No. The objection againſt the Deity of 


our Lord, which is chiefly inſiſted on, and 
which, in my apprehenſion, appears moſt plau- 
ſible, is, its ſuppoſed inconſiſtency with the 
unity of God: For how is it poſſible,” ſay 


thoſe who oppoſe the doctrine, << that zhree per- 


ſons, Father, Sen, and Holy Ghaſt, ſhould be ſe- 
parately, each of them, poſſeſſed of all divine 
perfections, ſo as to be true, very, and eternal 
God, and yet that there ſhould be but one 
God; a truth which is ſo clearly and fully re- 
vealed, that it is not poſſible for men to refuſe 
their aſſent unto it.” 


Pair. It is an eaſy matter for perſons to 
miſrepreſent a doctrine, and exhibit it in ſuch a 
point of light, as that it will appear moſt mon- 
ſtrouſly abſurd, and then triumph as though 
they had gained a victory. But ſuch a proce- 
dure is extremely diſingenuous, and by no means 
comports with that candour and integrity, 
which ought ever to be manifeſted by A Lover 
of the Goſpel.” 

Neo. 
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Neo. Certainly it does not. But is this the 
caſe in the above objection? 


Pnit. Ves; for, Whoever ſpeaks of the 


Sacred Three as being ſeparately” poſſeſſed of 
divine perfections? Not the generality of thoſe 
who believe what is commonly, and with ſuffi- 
cient propriety, called the doctrine of the 771 
nity; nay, I query whether even an drvidual 
can be found amongſt them who ſtates it in that 
light. No; though we firmly believe and con- 
ſtantly maintain a di/tin#:9 in the Divine Na- 
ture, yet we are far from thinking that there is 
either a ſeparate, or a divided exiſtence. - 

The Divine unity is, in our eſtimation, a 
doctrine of the greateſt importance ; and it cer- 
tainly is, as the Author you have quoted juſtly 
obſerves, ** a truth ſo fully and clearly revealed, 
that it is not poſſible for men to refuſe their af- 
ſent unto it.“ So that, thoſe who maintain the 
Deity of Chriſt, are equally as ſtrenuous in aſ- 


ſerting the unity of God, as thoſe who oppoſe it; 


for that, they apprehend, is the ſole baſis of the 


leading truths of divine revelation, and, indeed, 
olf all religion. 


But, then, though they ſtrenuouſiy maintain 
the divine unity; though they are conſcious of 
its vaſt importance in the Chriſtian ſcheme ; and 
though they ſteadily aſſert that it is the baſis of 


religion; yet, they do not believe it in ſuch a 


ſenſe, as to exclude that diſtinction in the Deity, 
which they think is ſo plainly revealed in the 
word 
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word of God. For, reaſon tells them, that in 
nature there are many things Which have an 
unity in one reſpect, which, nevertheleſs, ad- 
mit of a diſtinction in another. And, there- 
fore, they are inelined to think, that, to ſup- 
poſe the Divine Being to exiſt in ſuell a manner, 
as ſufficiently to juſtify the uſe of the different 


appellations, FATHER, WORD, or SON, 


and HOLY GHOST, which are fo frequent- 
ly uſed in the ſcripture of truth, to repreſent the 
diſtin part which each of the Sacred Three 
bears in the redemption of guilty man, is neither 
an improbable, nor an unreaſonable ſuppoſition, 


And this is all that we contend for. 


Indeed, we think that the above-mentioned 
diflinftion 1 in, the DEITY, is written as with a 
ſunbeam, in the ſacred pages; that it is not a 
whit leſs clear than the doctrine of the unity of 
God; and that, without admitting it to make 
any tolerable ſenſe of a thouſand ſcriptures, even 
for the moſt acute and quick-ſighted perſon, is 
abſolutely impoſſible. Were it not rather fo- 
reign to our preſent ſubject, which, you know, 
is not the prog of this, but only to evince that 
it is not impoſſible, I would with great pleaſure 


point out thoſe paſſages to you. 


" Nxto. You have obſerved that in nature there 


are many objects which admit both of an unity 


and plurality ; but ſome perſons, perhaps, may 
think that the obſervation does not fully reach 


P 2 the 
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the point in hand, nor ſufficiently illuſtrate that 
important object. 


PHIL. It may be fo; ſeeing that to illuſtrate 
was not my deſign. For, I have long thought 
that all illuſtrations, ſo far from aſſiſting our 
conceptions of this truth, have rather tended to 
darken and confuſe them. And the reaſon why 
I made the remark, was, to evince how far even 
natural things, furpaſs our ſhallow, and con- 
tracted minds, 

In direct anſwer, then, to the objection, 1 
would obſerve, That howthe DIVINE THREE 
exiſt together in one eſſence, is not, that I can 
find, any where revealed to us in the oracles of 
GOD. It is indeed proper only for his own 
infinite mind to inveſtigate. We have not, I 
think, one ſingle intimation of it throughout the 
bible ; and, therefore, it is not, ſurely, in any 
ſenſe, the ſubject of our faith; for, we are not 
required to believe any thing, reſpecting ſpiri- 
tual objects, but what is revealed in the ſcrip- 
ture of truth. 

That the divine e is triune; or, in o- 
ther words, that there 1s a diſtinction in it, of 
FATHER, WORD, and HOLY GHOST, 
is, it was before obſerved, a divinely- atteſted 
truth ; and conſequently demands our moſt cor- 
dial aſſent. The propoſition, therefore, which 
we believe, is perfectly intelligible ; it is a plain 

and obvious fact, declared to us by him wh» 
cannot lie. 80 that we believe it upon the beſt 
and 
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and moſt inconteſtible authority; namely, the 
DiyixE TESTIMONY. 
If,” then, the Supreme Being, who certainly 


is the beſt acquainted with the mode of his own. 


exiſtence, has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf 
unto us in this manner, we ſhould certainly be 
extremely cautious of pronouncing it impoſſible, 
or deſpiſing and rejecting it as a glaring abſur- 


dity. Is not ſuch a procedure, in effect, to tell 
the only wiſe God That he is miſtaken, and that 


the deſcription which he has given of himſelf 
in his word, is not entirely and ſtrictly true? 
nay, that it is abſolutely impaſſible it ſnould be 
ſo? | | 


Neo. But if this doctrine be not impoſſible, 


is it not an impiousꝰ or wicked one? 


PHIL. No; but directly the reverſe of it. 
And this muſt neceſſarily be the caſe; for, all 
univerſally who embrace it, are taught, by the 


Spirit of God, to give divine honours to each of 


the Sacred Three; and to live as thoſe who are 
choſen by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and 
the temples in whom the Holy Ghoſt reſides. 


So far is it, therefore, from being an impi-- 


ous”. doctrine, that, on the contrary, it is a 
moſt piaus and holy one: a deftrine, which, to 


uſe the apoſtle's expreſſion, is, in every reſpect, 


according to godlineſs*, Indeed, I might, were 
arge 
of 


ſuch a procedure eligible, eaſily retort the ch 
91 152:%7 40 71 
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of impiety, as the genuine offspring of the op- 
poſite ſentiment, and for the proof of it appeal 
to the conduct of the generality of thoſe who 
eſpouſe and maintain it, But as this would be 
too invidious a taſk, I ſhall entirely decline it. 

Upon the whole; if revelation be admitted 
to decide in the preſent controverſy ; if we refer 
to the law and to the teſtimony only; in a 
word, if we will allow that the Divine Being 
has the moſt perfect knowledge of the mode of 
his own RS. and has given a true repre- 
ſentation of his Character unto us; I ſay, if 
theſe things be granted, which furely none will 
deny, then we may be aſſured, that there 1s not 
the leaſt oppoſition between the doctrine of the 
divine unity, and that diſtinction in his nature 
which he has been pleaſed to make known unto 
us. For, ſince both are clearly revealed, un- 
doubtedly they harmonize, and therefore we 
ought implicitly to believe them. And, ſurely, 
Reaſon herſelf requires an implicit afſent to di- 
vine teſtimony, though the thing teſtified be, in 
itſelf, an inexplicable myſtery. 

Thus, you ſee, the whole of this doctrine 
may be brought into a ſmall compaſs, and is 
plainly this: God ſpeaks. of himſelf, in his 


word, as though he were three diſtinct perſons ; 


the manner how this is, is wholly concealed 
from us; nor. is it any way neceſſary that we 
ſhould know it; we muſt, therefore, either re- 
ceive the divine teſtimony, or reject it, If we 

reject 
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reject a part of it, for the ſame reaſon we may 


reject the whole? And, indeed, that there is 
but a thin partition between thoſe who diſbelieve 
the Divinity ot CHRIST, and thoſe who re- 
ject the ſeriptures entirely, is, in my opinion, 
no difficult matter to prove. 


. Nzo. But ſome perſons ſay, that “it re- 
quires more ſubtilty and refinement to enter into 
the doctrine above mentioned, than the com- 
mon people are maſters of; and that, men 
of plain underſtandings, in fact, never do be- 
lieve any ſuch thing.“ 


PL. After fo great a cloud of witneſſes * have 
openly declared their faith in this important ar- 
ticle, and have repeatedly told the world what 
their ſentiments were upon this head, for any 
to aſſert that they never did believe any ſuch 
thing, or, in other words, that they have all 
been diſhoneſt, hypocritical perfons, is ſurely a 
ſtriking evidence of a want of candour, and 
therefore unworthy of a Lover of the Goſpel.” 

But, What is there ſa extremely difficult in 
what we are required to believe, that men of 


plain underſtandings” can never embrace it? 


It is, as has already been obſerved, a plain 
matter of fact; which reſts entirely upon divine 


teſtimony. The proofs of the doctrine are ſuffi- 


ciently clear, and even as to the manner, it is 
not- more difficult to conceive of, than many 


other- 


* Heb, xii, 1, 


2 _ 
wg” 
> has = 


— — — 


i, 
| 
F 
1 


— — o 5 


176 OBJEOTIONS Dial. IX. 


other of the moſt important things, which are 
made known to us in divine revelation. _ 

Indeed, whoever believes the exiſtence of a 
GOD, muſt believe, what is to us at leaſt, an in- 
comprehenſible myſtery, it having been, I think, 
inconteſtibly proved, by a writer of the firſt. 
rank *, that whatever has exiſted from eternity, 
exiſts in a manner of which we can frame no 
notion, but what is big with ſeeming abſurdities. 
And though this is a clear demonſtration of the 
defectiveneſs of our ideas, yet it is not aſſigned 
as a reaſon why we ſhould reject the doctrine 
of the eternity of God: And if it be not in the 
one caſe, why ſhould it in the other? 

The truth is, men of plain underſtandings”. 

iy believe, and have general ideas, that the 
Divine Three, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
are diſtin? without being divided ; united but 
not confounded. - And this zeneral view is ſuf- 
ficient, to anſwer all thoſe glorious purpoſes for 
which God ſaw fit to reveal it to us,—* And 
thoſe repugnancies to reaſon which ſome perſons 
imagine they have diſcovered in this doctrine, 
are only like the retrogade, and ſeemingly ir- 
regular motions of the planets ; they are only 


ſeeming, not real; and are owing to the height 


of the objects, their di/lance from us, and the 
incommodiouſneſs of our ſituation for a juſt diſcern- 
ment of theſe things. Could we fee from a 
proper point of view, weſhould find, that what 
appeared to us irregular, was in itſelf equal and 


uniform.” NEO. 
* Addiſon, Sec Spe&, vol, viii, No. 590. 
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Neo. As the Supreme Being has, in great 
mercy to poor benighted mortals, made ſuch 
glorious diſcoveries of himſelf unto us, though 
I cannot conceive how they are in themſelves, 
yet I hope that, from this evening, I ſhall never 
doubt either of the truth or propriety of them. 
I ſee, in ſome meaſure, the vaſt importance 
of this doctrine in the Chriſtian ſcheme, and 
am really amazed, that ſo many, who profeſs 
to believe the divine authority of the ſcriptures, 
ſhould reject ſo capital a truth, 

There are, however, ſome other reaſons aſ- 
ſigned, why the doctrine of Chriſt's proper 
Deity cannot be true, beſides that of its incon- 
ſiſteney with the unity of God.“ The Fa- 

ther,” it is alledged, is frequently ſtiled God, 
even with reſpect to Chriſt, as well as other be- 
ings.” But, What propriety is there in ſuch a 
mode of expreſſion, if there were an equality 
between them ? 


PHIL. That expreſſions importing inferiority 
are, in the ſcriptures, frequently applied to 
Chriſt, is readily allowed. But this conceffion 
does not, I think, in the leaſt invalidate the 
truth of our doctrine, nor at all embarraſs the 
numerous, and forcible arguments which are 
produced in the proof of it. 

For, as the Divine Redeemer has a human, 
and conſequently a derived nature; and as this 
nature is ever to be included in the idea of the 
perſon of the Mediator, ſo, in this reſpect, he 


is, 
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is, we freely grant, inferior to the Father. 
However, thoſe terms of inferiority will not, I 
think, have the leaſt tendency, in the judge- 
ment of any impartial reader, to invalidate his 
proper equality with him. 

Had not the mediatorial office, been a volun- 
tary undertaking; had not the Eternal Word en- 
gaged in it wilkngly; then, indeed, his equality 
might, with ſome appearance of argument, be 
denied. But the ſcriptures invariably repreſent 
it as a ſingular inſtance of divine love, and an 
act of unparalleled, inexpreſſible grace. Hence 
the apoſtle ſays, © 

Ye know the GRACE, the inconceivable love, 
of our Lord Jeſur Chriftl, that though he was rich, 
zet, for your ſakes he became pobr, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich s. So that,” all the 
terms of inferiority, be they ever ſo numerous, 
may, with the greateſt propriety, as appears 
from the preceding conſiderations, be applied to 
our Lord's inferior, and aſſumed nature. 


No. But it is faid, that Chriſt © fpeaks of 
himſelf in his higheſt capacity, whien' he ſpeaks 
of himſelf as the Sen, correſponding to the 
Father ;”” now, in this character, he declared, 
when he was upon earth, that the preciſe time 
of the day of Judgement was abſolutely un- 
known to him; and that it was known to the 
Father only. If, therefore, the | Redeemer 
ſpeaks of himſelf in his fügten character as the 


Son, 


* 2 Cor, viii. 9. E 
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Son, then that ſome things were unknown to 
him is evident; and the conſequence you know 
is obvious, he muſt be inferior: Inferior, not 
only as man, or Mediator, buteven, according 
to the objection, in his higheſt character; that 
is, as the only begotten Son of God. 


PHIL. Were the great EMMANUEL con- 
ſidered in his higheſt capacity when he is ſpoken 
of as the Son; were that expreſſion the moſt 
ſublime which the ſcripture attributed to him; 
then, the objection would, I ingenuouſly con- 
feſs, appear to me of conſiderable force. But, 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not, in my opinion, 


though with deference to ſome reſpectable au- 
thorities, intend, by the appellation Sen, to con- 
vey the idea of perfect equality. Nor is there, 


that I can find, any one paſſage in the word of 


God, where that term is uſed, which neceſſarily 
requires ſuch a conſtruction. 


The PERSON, indeed, called the SON sf 
GOD, is, as has I truſt been fully proved, 
truly and properly Divine; eſſentially one with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, But then, his 
Divinity is not derivative, nor does he partake 
of it, in conſequence of his Sonſhip. No; 
with reſpect to their mode of exiſting, the moſt 
perfect equality ſubſiſts among the Divine Three. 
None is afore, or after other; none is greater 
or leſs than another ;* which muſt; I thould 
think, neceſſarily be the caſe if one of them 


were a Son with reſpect. to his Divine Nature. 
If - 


180 OBJECTIONS Dial. IX. 


If then it be allowed, that the appellation 
Son, when applied to our Saviour, does not 
expreſs his higheſt character, the force of the 
objection, you ſee, entirely vaniſhes; and al! 
its ſtrength, like Sampſon's when he was ſhaven, 
is totally enervated. For, though we grant that 
the Son knew not the day of judgement, yet 
that it was unknown to him in a Higher charac- 
ter, to wit, as the WORD who was with 
God, and was God, is by no means a neceſ- 
ſary, or natural conſequence. 


Neo. But, the text is expreſs : Of that day 
knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in 
in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father *. Now, 
though you aſſert that Chriſt as a Son, is inferior 
to the Father, yet you ſay that the PERSON 
called the Son of God is properly Divine ; or 
that Deity may be properly affirmed of him. 
But, for this glorious perſonage to deny that 
any thing was unknown to him in one nature, 
which was perfectly known in another, is, in 
the opinion of ſome perſons, ** a mean preva- 
rication, and unworthy of our Lord.” 


COP OY 1 es ei CIR 1 5 * 
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Pair. For the adorable Emmanuel, during 
his perſonal miniſtry among men, to deny ſome- 
thing of himſelf without limitation, which, ne- 
vertherleſs, could be denied only of one of his 
natures, was no uncommon nor unfrequent £ 

thing. For inſtance : A little before he aſcend- 
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ed to his F ather, he ſaid to his diſciples, And 
now I am no more in the world *, And again: 
Ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have 
not always +. But neither of theſe declarations 
is true, except with reſpect to his human na- 
ture, or corporal preſence. For, with reſpect, 
to his Divine Nature, or ſpiritual preſence, that, 
he has poſitively declared, ſhall be with his mi- 
niſters, ALWAY, even to the end of the-world t. 
So that the divine Teacher might, I think, 
be equally charged with prevarication in theſe 
paſſages as in the other, Nay, the charge 
would certainly be fixed with far greater pro- 
priety ; ſince in the former he ſpeaks with an 


_ expreſs limitation, as Son; whereas the latter 


are left without the leaſt reſtriction, or reſerve. 
On the whole, then, as two diſtinct natures 
were united in the Perſon of Chriſt, I fee no 
reaſon why he might not ſometimes ſpeak of 
himſelf with reſpect to one of them, and ſome- 
times with reſpect to the other, without be- 
ing guilty of the leaſt prevarication. However, 
that he did diſtinguiſh them in this manner is 
apparent, from many expreſs paſſages in his 
own diſcourſes; nor are they, I think, any 
proof, either of inequality or diſingenuity. 


Neo, What you have obſerved relative to 
the above-mentioned text, appears to me ſatis- 
factory enough. But there are a few other paſ- 
ſages of the divine word, which ſeem to mili- 
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tate againſt the Deity of Chriſt, you will there- 
fore be ſo kind as explain them unto me. 

Our Lord, you know, has, in his interceſſory 
prayer, this important and remarkable expreſ- 
ſion: This is life eternal, ts know thee, the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent *. 
Now, it is aſked, ©* Could our Lord fay this 
with truth, and without an unworthy prevari- 
cation, if any other perſon, not implied in the 
term Father, was as much the | true God as 
himſelf ?”? 


PHiL, That, and ſome other paſſages of the 


word of God, of a ſimilar nature, are not, I 
think, attended with any conſiderable degree of 


difficulty j nor does it require any extraordinary 
ſagacity, to give an eaſy ſolution to them. A 
little attention to the leading deſign of the wri- 
ter will, I believe, in this, as well as mot 
other places, ſufficiently open the genuine ſenſe 
of the text, and lead us into the preciſe idea 
which he deſigned to convey. 


Neo. Be ſo kind then as explain it a little to me. 


Pair. The prophets, you may remember, 
ſpeak of the goſpel age, as a time when ſpiritual 
knowledge ſhould greatly, and almoſt univer- 
fally prevail. Among other glorious things, 
they declare, that, There ſball be one Lord, and 
his name one +. 

The nations of the world, before this much- 
wiſhed-for period arrived, were ſuffered to live 

in 
* John xvii, 3, f Zach, xiv. 9. 
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in a ſtate of the groſſeſt, and moſt lamentable 
darkneſs. They worſhipped a multiplicity of 
deities, in different forms, and by various ways. 
And even the moſt polite nation, which of all 
others had made the greateſt advances in every 
branch of uſeful literature, had altars erected 
To the unknown God *. | 
But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Teacher 
of his church, according to the import of his 
commiſſion, has in the moſt explicit manner, 
declared to us the real character of the Object 
of our worſhip, He has told us, that the di- 


vine Unity is the firſt principle of all religion +. 


And therefore, all who cordially embrace his 
Goſpel, muſt, as a neceſſary conſequence, re- 
linquiſh every falſe, and improper object of 
worſhip. The Gentiles, accordingly, who be- 
lieved in Jeſus, immediately renounced their 
idols of ſtocks and ſtones, and worſhipped the 
living and true God t, by, or I the Me- 
diator Chriſt Jeſus. 


Neo. So then you think that the phraſe, the 
only true God, is oppoſed, —not to Jeſus, ſo as 
to exclude him from partaking of Deity, but 
to the many falſe, and idol gods of the Gen- 
tile nations. 


PHIL. Ay; that is my idea of it, and it is, 

I think, exceedingly obvious from the very face 
of the paſſage, For, our Lord is ſpeaking of 
the ſpecial grant which was made to him by his 
Q 2 Father, 
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Father, in conſequence of his finiſhing the im- 
portant work which was given him to dos. Which 
grant, he fays, is a power over all fleſh, that he 
ſhould give eternal life to as many as were given him. 
That theſe perſons, therefore, might come to 
the enjoyment of this life, they muſt have a 
ſpiritual knowledge of God ; relinquiſh their 
idolatrous practices; and worſhip the only true 
God, even the Father, in ſpirit and in truth. 
Beſides, that a guilty finner may obtain ſal- 
vation, he muſt not only know the character of 
God as the only true God, but he muſt alſo 
know that the Vord was made fleſh; and that 
becauſe he was anointed to be the Savioùr g of 
rebellious ſinners, he was called JesUs CHRIST. 
For, without the knowledge of this,” where 
the light of divine revelation ſhines, ſalvation is 
is not, in my opinion, attainable by any. Our 
Lord, therefore, might, with the greateſt pro- 
priety, ſay, This is life eternal, to know thee, the 
2 true God, and Jeſus Chrift whom thou haſt 
ent; inaſmuch as, both theſe characters are 
abſolutely neceſſary to be known, in order to 
enjoy, or come to the SAN of that life 
which Jeſus calls eternal. 


Nero. Do you think that thoſe ahve texts 
which are mentioned by the apoſtle, which ſeem 
to be nearly fimilar to this, are to be under- 
ſtood in the ſame ſenſe ? I mean when he ſays 
to the church at Corinth, To us there is but one 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we 

John xvii. 5, 1 Matt. i. 27. 5 
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in him *. And to the church at Epheſus, One 


Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of 


all, aubo is above all, and through all, and in you all &. 


PHIL. With reſpet to the firſt of theſe 
texts, that what we have already obſerved rela- 
tive to our Lord's words, is the meaning of the 
apoſtle, to me, appears obvious, For, if you 
read over the chapter, you will ſee that the wri- 
ter is particularly treating concerning idolatrous 
worſhip, or the offering of ſacrifices unto idols. 
Now, an idol, he ſays, is nothing in the world, 
and that there is none other God but one +. For 
though there be that are called gods, whether in 
heaven or in earth; as the ſun, moon, and ſtars in 
that, and a variety of creatures, even the moſt 
ſtupid and ſenſeleſs in this; though the Heathen 
nations, during the time of their ignorance, 
worſhipped thoſe celeſtial and terreſtrial deities ; 
though they had many gods, and many lords, yet 
to us, who have embraced the goſpel of Jeſus, 
and have been delivered from this deplorable 
ſtate of midnight darkneſs, there is but one God 
the Father, and we in him. 

So that, from this eaſy and natural explica- 
tion, the oppoſition, you ſee, is not between the 
Father and the Son, as though one was God 
and the other not ſo, but only a mere creature ; 
the oppoſition, I ſay, does not lie here, but be- 
tween the one God of the Chriſtians, and the 
— gods of the Heathen nations. 


22 | Beſides, 
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Beſides, upon the ſuppoſition that the Father 
was oppoſed to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he would, 
as many have juſtly obſerved, be excluded from 
the production of many things, both in nature 
and grace, For, the apoſtle ſays expreſsly of 
the Lord Jeſus, that, By him are all things, and 
WE by him *. The above-mentioned ſenſe of the 
text, therefore, is, I think, the only real and 
genuine one. 


Nxo. This appears pretty clear to me, be ſo 
| kind therefore as proceed to the other, | 


Pil. When the apoſtle ſays, There is one 
Lord, ene God and Father of all, a ſmall de- 
gree of attention to the ſcope of the argument 
will, I believe, be ſufficient to find out his mean- 
ing here allo, _. 

He is exhorting the members of the church 
at Epheſus to the continual exerciſe of Chriſtian 
_ graces and diſpoſitions. Walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith you are called, with all lowlineſs 
and. meekneſs, &c. And effectually to engage 
their compliance with this exhortation, he ur- 
ges the moſt cogent, and reſiſtleſs motives. 
Particularly the near relation which ſubſiſted a- 
mong them. There is one body, of which you are 
ſeverally members, and therefore ſhould by no 
means quarrel one with another. Which body is 
animated by one Spirit, even the Holy Spirit of 
God, and conſequently ye ſhould obey his gra- 


cious dictates. There. is, likewiſe, one Lord, 
| whom. 


1. Cor. Mü. 6. 
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whom ye all acknowledge as your glorious head, 
even Jeſus the King of ſaints. Beſides, you 
have one faith ; that glorious rule of faith which 
was once delivered to the ſaints, And you have 
all been baptized, upon a profeſſion of your 
faith,, with that one baptiſm which the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf inſtituted, and command- 
ed his ambaſſadours to adminiſter to all, who 
embraced his goſpel. To all which, I may add, 

that, there is one God and Father of all; you 
have all one common Father, are children of 
the ſame family, and therefore ſhould not, on 
any conſideration, fall out by the way. 

So that the apoſtle, in my opinion, points 
out the diſtinct part which each of the Divine 
Three bears in the ſalvation of guilty ſinners, 
without intimating the leaſt oppoſition or infe- 
riority among them. 

Beſides, as we obſerved of the preceding 
text,” were the Father ſpoken of in oppoſition 
to the Son, Chriſt being called Lord, would 
equally exclude him from any ſhare of govern- 
ment in the church ; and therefore it cannot be 


| the n ſenſe. 


Neo. I am a fatisfied with this ex- 
plication, as it appears extremely natural and 


eaſy. I do not remember that I have any o- 


ther objection of weight to propoſe to you; 
thoſe which I have already mentioned are the 
principal which I have met with, or, however, 
which have appeared in any ped forcible to 
my own mind. wy 5 The 
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The unparalleled glory of our dear Re- 
deemer, will, I truſt, be frequently, the ſubject, 
on which I ſhall meditate with peculiar pleaſure, 
Methinks I diſcern new beauties in the object 
of my affections, and his abſolutely unequalled 
love appears in a far more conſpicuous point of 
light than what I have hitherto viewed it in. 


PHIL. According to our ideas of the Divine 
Being, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the moſt 
aſtoniſhing grace, and unbounded mercy, is diſ- 
played, in the falvation of guilty man. We 
fee, from the above repreſentation of things, 
the great propriety of thoſe declarations of the 
fcripture, which exhibit this ſtupendous, and 
unparalleled love unto us. Gd so loved the 
world, that he gave his ONLY BEGOTTEN SON ®, 
And again; Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and SENT his SON to be 
the propitiation for our ſins &. 

So that, the love of God, that is of the 
DIVINE THREE who bear record in hea- 
ven, is, according to our view of the Perſon 
of Chriſt, exhibited in the moſt ſtriking and 
wonderful manner, Whereas, according to the 
oppoſite ſcheme, it. is totally buried in oblivion; 
or, however, by no means ſhines with that 
brightneſs and fplendour which is fo clearly 
held forth in the ſcripture declarations. 


Nxo. Certainly it does not; nay, it is, I 
think, almoſt entirely reduced to nothing. 
PHIL. 


* Johniii, 16, § 1 John iv, 10. 
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Pur. The apoſtle was exactly of our mind, 
when he ſaid to the Corinthian believers, J. 
know the GRACE of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
though he w AS RICH, yet for your ſakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich, 
Had not our Saviour exiſted prior to his coming 
into the world, and being made poor, this paſ- 
ſage certainly carries the groſſeſt abſurdity on 
the face of it. For, what grace could there poſ- 
ſibly be in becoming poor, if the ſubject ſpoken 
of had not been previouſly rich? If he had no- 
thing to loſe, not even ſo much as exiſtence, 
how could he become poorer than what he was ? 
To account for this, will, I think, be a taſk 
more than equal, even to the abilities of the 
Familiar Huſftrator. 


Nuo. The force and propriety of the text, 
upon the ſuppoſition of the Godhead of Chriſt, 
appear to me obvious; but, were he a man 
merely, the expreſſion indeed is amazingly abſurd. 


PII. And as the conſideration of the won- 
drous love of Chriſt, has a tendency to increaſe 
our love to him, ſo his amazing condeſcenſion is 
urged, as an example of the greateſt humility, 
and a pattern for our conſtant imitation, To 
this purpoſe is the following paſſage. Let this 
mind be in you which was alſo in Chrift Jeſus ; who 
being in the FORM of GOD, thought it not robbery 
to be EQUAL with GOD ; but made himſelf of 
NO REPUTATION, and took upon him the form of 


@ ſervant *, From 


# Phil, ii. 5—8. 
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From this paſſage, you ſee, Chriſt's being in 
the form of God, is' directly oppoſed to his be- 
ing in the ſerm of a ſervant. He was original- 
ly and neceflarily in the one, but the other was 
entirely a voluntary thing; he took it, that is of 
his own good pleaſure, or according to the 
riches of his grace, But, if we once ſet aſide 
his natural dignity, his aſſuming our nature is 
no inſtance at all of voluntary humility ; nor 
could he poſſibly tate it of his own choice. 

So that, if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt were a man 
only, this declaration would be equally abſurd 
with the other; and, ſo far from being a pat- 
tern of humility, would rather be an inſtance 
of the greateſt pride, and the higheſt arrogancy. 


Neo. My affections are, in ſome meaſure 
warmed,” and my mind refreſhed with the con- 
fideration of the tranſcendent love of Jeſus. It 
will, I hope, conſtrain me to live to him. The 
reflection, likewiſe, of his amazing humility, 
will, I truſt, be attended with ſuitable affec- 
tions. Surely this ſhould reconcile me to every 
ſituation in life where divine providence may ſee 
meet to fix me. 5 


PII. Certainly it ought : For, the conſide- 
ration that our all-glorious Redeemer was a man 
of ſorrotos, and acquainted with grief *, ſhould 
baniſh every murmur and complaint from our 


minds, notwithſtanding the afflictions we may 
be exerciſed with, 


NE0o. 
, II. iii. 3. 


Dial. IX. IMPROVED. 191 


Neo. The doctrine of our Saviour's GOD- 
HEAD, is, I clearly perceive, the very baſis of 
the Chriſtian's comfort, and the moſt animating 
motive to univerſal obedience. Did the Eter- 
nal Word, who was poſleſſed of all the peerleſs 
glories of Deity, and inconceivably bleſſed in the 
enjoyment and fruition of himſelf ——did He 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, 
and before whom all nations are but as the drop 
of a bucket—did this glorious, majeſtic, adorable 
Perſonage aſſume our nature, and tabernacle in 
our world ; did he make himſelf of no reputa- 
tion, and take upon him the form of a ſervant, 
that we guilty rebellious ſinners might be en- 
riched with grace and glory—and ſhall I not de- 
vote my ſelf, my foul, my body, my time, ta- 
lents, and influence in the world, to his ſervice !. 
Yes, my dear Lord, henceforward I will, by thy 
gracious aſſiſtance, live and act to thy glory. If 
[ forget THEE, let my right hand forget her cun- 
ning : If I do not remember THEE, and thy in- 


tereſt, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 


yea, if Ipreſer not THEE above my chief joy *. 


Phil. How glad am I to hear, that you fee! 
the influence of this glorious doctrine; and that 
you are enabled to manifeſt ſuitable and correſ- 


pondent affections. Conſcious of its vaſt im- 
portance, let us ever hold it faſt ; and, by every 


proper expreſſion, declare our particular regard 
for ſo capital a truth, Let us look continually 
to HIM, in whom dwellet) all the Fulneſs of the 

Godhead 


* Pſa, Cxxxvii, g, 6, 
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Godhead bodily *, for all neceſſary ſupplies of grace 


holineſs and the end everlaſting life +. 


and ſtrength ; that we may have our fruit unto 


And may the peace of God acc paſſeth all un- 
derflanding, keep our hearts and minds through 


Chrift Jeſus  ! 


Neo. So be it! And permit me, my dear 
friend, to make a grateful acknowledgement of 
the tender regard you have manifeſted for my 
ſpiritual welfare, in endeavouting to give me all 
neceſſary information upon ſo important and in- 


tereſting a ſubject. 


Pair, If God be glorified, I am ſatisfied: 
And I truſt I have not been a loſer by what we 


have repeatedly been engaged in; 


but have 


found the promiſe accompliſhed, He that wa- 


tereth, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf f. 


any other difficulty occur to you, 


either upon 


this or any other ſubject, I ſhall with pleaſure, 
at any time, give you all the aſſiſtance that lies 


in my power, 


And may the God of peace that brought again 


from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd 


of the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting co- 
venant, make us perſect in every good work to de 


bis will, working in us that which is 
in his fight, through Jeſus Chri/t ; 
glory for ever and ever, Amen ||. 


*Col.ii.g, Rom. vi. 22. F Phil. iv. 7. 
| Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
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Page 59, line 5, for preſs, read paſs. 


— do. 8, for Diety, read Deity. 
Page 103, do. 5, for nevertherleſs, read nevertheleſs, 


Aa 
* 
* 


- 
- 
- 1 * 1 
R | | 
< * 
« - 
* * 
0 4 
1 = 
* d ; 
* 
- w A 
1 — 
» 
- * 
* N f 
| * x 80 * - — U * 
. = o * 
_ o : MN 2 — \ 7 „ * 0 N 
. 
" 1 
o 
h +» *% N - 
1 Ly 1 +» 
* e © 0 » 
a . , \ 
. 
* 
* 
=. 
* 
* 
0 7 
- 
, 
5554-4 4468 "WOE 1 
5 «SS — c a > + "Db i 1 2; _— 
M BY 5 0 L ** PE * * "7 »s + rye : Fe -"" 


